Freedom of Religious Expression

All persons have the right to freedom of religious expression.  Any individual supported by the Department has the right to declare their religious preferences, if any, and how they would like to be supported to express and participate in the exercising this preference.  Each individual should be encouraged to declare these preferences in their Individual Service Plan (ISP).  
It is the person’s right to decide for their self if they have such a need and what their preferences are.  They further have a right to expect to be supported to exercise this right to the greatest degree possible.    
Any religion identified by a person should be supported.  Their individual needs should not be subjugated to the interests of the others in their home, nor by conflicts between their choice and the religions chosen by others.  No religion shall be deemed off limits by the ISP team.  
Guardians and family members may have their own ideas or preferences for the person’s choices, but they and the rest of the team must respect the choices of the adult family member.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some churches, synagogues, temples, etc., are known to welcome whole houses of persons in residential programs to their services as a gesture of openness and expression of comfort to these residents within their community.  Programs are free to make such offers known, but no person must be made to participate against their will or interests.  These are generous and kind offers that individuals should be welcomed to attend, but not required.
Programs should do all they can to make individual religious choices a reality for all individuals who express such a preference.  It should also be just as easily respected that a person has a right to express their preference to not participate in religious activity.
