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Introduction

This bulletin communicates a change to MassHealth’s freestanding ambulatory surgery center (FASC)
provider eligibility criteria. Specifically, effective July 7, 2020, and notwithstanding 130 CMR
423.404(B)(5) (eligibility criteria for in-state FASCs) and 130 CMR 423.404(C)(1)(f) (eligibility criteria
for out-of-state FASCs), MassHealth will enroll FASCs that have at least one dedicated operating room
and meet all other provider eligibility criteria set forth in 130 CMR 423.000: Freestanding Ambulatory
Surgery Centers and other applicable regulations. MassHealth will subsequently promulgate
appropriate amendments to 130 CMR 423.000: Freestanding Ambulatory Surgery Centers that will
align that regulation with this new policy. Unless specifically modified through this bulletin or in that
forthcoming regulatory amendment, all other FASC provider eligibility criteria set forth in 130 CMR
423.000: Freestanding Ambulatory Surgery Centers and other applicable regulations remain
unchanged.

Enrollment of FASCs with Only One Dedicated Operating Room

130 CMR 423.404(B) and (C) set forth the eligibility criteria for FASCs seeking to participate in the
MassHealth FASC program. Among other things, all FASCs seeking to participate in the MassHealth
FASC program must have a minimum of two dedicated operating rooms. (See 130 CMR 423.404(B)(5)
(in-state FASCs); 130 CMR 423.404(C)(1)(f) (out-of-state FASCs).)

This requirement derived from, and is related to, a former MassHealth provider eligibility requirement
that all FASCs participating in MassHealth provide a minimum of three distinct surgical specialties (the
“Multi-Specialty Requirement”). Specifically, in light of the Multi-Specialty Requirement, MassHealth
concluded that all FASCs participating in MassHealth should have a minimum of two dedicated
operating rooms (the “Two Dedicated Operating Room Requirement”). However, MassHealth has since
removed the Multi-Specialty Requirement from the FASC program regulation, allowing single-specialty
FASCs to enroll as MassHealth providers. In light of this programmatic change, MassHealth has
determined that it should also eliminate the Two Dedicated Operating Room Requirement, and permit
FASCs with a single dedicated operating room to participate in the MassHealth FASC program.

As a result, effective July 7, 2020, and notwithstanding 130 CMR 423.404(B)(5) and 130 CMR
423.404(C)(1)(f), MassHealth will enroll FASCs that have at least one dedicated operating room and
meet all other provider eligibility criteria set forth in 130 CMR 423.000: Freestanding Ambulatory
Surgery Centers and other applicable regulations. In the near future, MassHealth will promulgate
appropriate amendments to 130 CMR 423.000: Freestanding Ambulatory Surgery Centers that will
align those regulations with this new policy. Unless specifically modified through this bulletin or in the
forthcoming amendment to the MassHealth FASC program regulation, all other FASC provider
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eligibility criteria set forth in 130 CMR 423.000: Freestanding Ambulatory Surgery Centers and other

applicable regulations remain unchanged.

MassHealth Website

This bulletin is available on the MassHealth Provider Bulletins web page.

To sign up to receive email alerts when MassHealth issues new bulletins and transmittal letters, send a
blank email to join-masshealth-provider-pubs@listserv.state.ma.us. No text in the body or subject line

is needed.

Questions

If you have any questions about the information in this bulletin, please contact the MassHealth
Customer Service Center at (800) 841-2900, email your inquiry to providersupport@mahealth.net, or

fax your inquiry to (617) 988-8974.

Follow us on Twitter @MassHealth.
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