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[bookmark: _GoBack]ISSUE DATE:  FEBRUARY 22, 2017
	Purchasing Department
	Department of Early Education and Care

	Address
	51 Sleeper Street

	City, State Zip Code
	Boston, MA 02210

	Procurement Contact Person/Policy Contact Person
	Cathy Kelley/Florence Howes

	Telephone Number
	617-988-2432/413-341-7800 x 126

	Fax Number
	617-988-2451

	E-Mail Address
	EECSubmission@massmail.state.ma.us

	Grant Application (RFR) Name/Title
	FY 2018 Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments

	Fund Code
	391

	Grant Application RFR Number
	IPLE RFR 391

	COMMBUYS Bid Number
	BD-17-1037-1CEN0-C0000-13324 



Description or Purpose of Procurement:
Through this renewal Grant Application, the Department of Early Education and Care ("EEC") seeks to provide direct preschool services through the FY 2018 Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments Grant ("IPLE Grant"). The IPLE Grant is designed to support preschool learning environments serving preschool-aged children with and without disabilities in high quality, inclusive early education and care settings. This grant was formerly known as Chapter 188/Phase I Direct Services of Community Partnership for Children (CPC) Grant.

Applicable Procurement Law
	Check Appropriate Box (“X”):
	Type of Purchase
	Applicable Laws

	
	Executive Branch Goods and Services
	

	|_|
	Goods and Services
	MGL c. 7, § 22; c. 30, § 51, § 52; 801 CMR 21.00

	|_|
	Human and Social Services
	MGL c. 7, § 22, § 22N; c. 30, § 51, § 52; 801 CMR 21.00; 808 CMR 1.00

	|_|
	Legal Services	
	MGL c. 30, § 51, § 52 and § 65; c. 7, § 22; and 801 CMR 21.01(2) (b)

	|X|
	Grants
	MGL c. 7A, § 7; St. 1986 c. 206, § 17; 815 CMR 2.00




Acquisition Method:
	Check All Applicable (“X”):
	Category

	|_|
	Fee-For-Service

	|_|
	Outright Purchase

	|_|
	Rental (not to exceed 6 months)

	|_|
	Term Lease

	|_|
	Tax Exempt Lease-Purchase (TELP)

	|_|
	License

	|X|
	Other: Renewal



Whether Single or Multiple Contractors are Required for Contract:

	Check One (“X”):
	

	|_|
	Single Contractor

	|X|
	Multiple Contractors



a. Estimated Number of Awards
The target maximum number of Contractors is 79; the Purchasing Department may award more or fewer contracts, if it is in the best interests of the Commonwealth to do so. Underutilization or failure to meet contractual requirements may result in termination or non-renewal of the contract.

b. Adding Contractors after initial Contract Award 
If, over the life of the contract, the Purchasing Department determines that additional Contractors may be added, these may be drawn from qualified companies which responded to this Solicitation but were not awarded Contracts.  If necessary to meet the requirements of the Commonwealth, the Solicitation may be reopened to obtain additional Bids.

Eligibility Requirements:
To be eligible to apply for funding through this renewal grant:

1. Applicants must have received an IPLE grant in FY 2017 and must have the capacity to continue to serve preschool-aged children in EEC-licensed group and center based programs, Head Start programs and/or public preschool programs.

2. Applicants must continue to be in good standing with EEC by ensuring the satisfaction of all requirements the FY 2017 IPLE grant. 

3. All programs recommended for these renewal funds must continue to have the capacity to serve preschool-aged children[footnoteRef:1] with and without disabilities and offer inclusive preschool learning environments in the same IPLE-funded sites that served children through the FY 2017 IPLE Grant, when feasible.   [1:   For the purposes of this grant, the term "preschool-aged children" is defined as children who are three (3) years old to Kindergarten eligible. ] 


4. Applicants must ensure that the program sites supported with IPLE funding meets one (1) of the following Massachusetts Quality Rating and Improvement System ("QRIS") Participation Requirements:[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  See Appendix G for the IPLE QRIS Participation Timeline.] 


· A program that received IPLE-funded in FY 2017 that is recommended to continue to receive IPLE grant funds in FY 2018 must have a Center Based/School Based QRIS Application with a Status of QRIS Rating Granted at QRIS Level 1 or higher issued on or before the date the FY 2018 Grant Application was submitted. As part of the grant application submission, the program must submit a copy of its QRIS Summary Profile as a Required Form in the Grant Application reflecting that the program has been granted by EEC a rating of QRIS Level 1 or higher.
· A program that received IPLE-funded in FY 2017 that is recommended to continue to receive IPLE grant funds in FY 2018, but that EEC has not granted QRIS Level 1 Rating or higher must submit a Continuous Quality Improvement Plan ("CQIP") as part of the grant application. This plan must clearly state the steps that the program will take to ensure that EEC will grant the program a rating of QRIS Level 1 or higher on or before December 1, 2017. A program's failure to attain an EEC Granted QRIS Level 1 or higher in the QRIS Program Manager (“QPM”) online application on or before December 1, 2017 may result in the withholding and/or exclusion from FY 2018 IPLE grant funds.
A program recommended for funding that is scheduled to open as a new public preschool program site for the upcoming school year, must agree to participate in QRIS and submit a QRIS Level 1 Self-Assessment for Public School Early Education Programs and the CQIP as part of the Grant Application. The CQIP must clearly state the steps that the program will take to ensure that the program completes and submits a center-based/school-based QRIS Application with a QRIS status of Final Submitted to EEC with a self-assessed level at QRIS Level 1 or higher on or before December 1, 2017. A program's failure to complete and submit a QRIS Application to EEC with a self-assessed status of Final Submitted to EEC at QRIS Level 1 or higher in the QPM and submit the required QRIS documentation on or before December 1, 2017 may result in the withholding and/or exclusion from FY 2018 IPLE grant funds.
5. All preschool settings (classrooms and sessions) designated for funding must meet the criteria of an inclusive preschool learning environment as defined under the Required Services and be in good standing with EEC. 

If an applicant proposes subcontracting some of its required services, then the applicant must submit the proposed subcontracted services for any subcontractor and proposed partner as part of its grant application response.  The subcontractor’s must be disclosed to EEC and approved prior to use, and the applicant remains primarily responsible for all contracted services.  All subcontracts must be in writing and approved by EEC prior to execution.

A list of the FY 2018 Eligible Grantees and their maximum grant eligibility amount is listed in Appendix C: FY18 IPLE Grant Eligibility List. 

EEC reserves the right to not award or withhold this grant funding from any applicant that has not fulfilled their FY 2017 IPLE's QRIS Participation and/or performance and fiscal reporting requirements. 

Failure to satisfy all of the eligibility requirements of the IPLE Grant may make a grantee ineligible to receive FY 2018 funding.

EEC will disqualify any incomplete or late grant applications from consideration/review.


Expected Duration of Contract (Initial Duration and any Options to Renew):
	Contract Duration
	Number of Options
	Number of Years/Months

	Initial Duration
	
	One (1) year (twelve (12) months)

	Renewal Options
	
2
	Two (2) options to renew for a period of one (1) year during FY 2019 and FY 2020

	Total Maximum Contract Duration
	
	Three (3) years (thirty-six (36) months)



Contract Performance and Business Specifications: 

Scope of Services 

Priorities

"Inclusion in early childhood programs refers to "including children with disabilities in early childhood programs, together with their peers without disabilities; holding high expectations and intentionally promoting participation in all learning and social activities, facilitated by individualized accommodations; and using evidence-based services and supports to foster their development (cognitive, language, communication, physical, behavioral, and social-emotional), friendships with peers, and sense of belonging. This applies to all young children with disabilities, from those with the mildest disabilities, to those with the most significant disabilities." “Policy Statement on Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in Early Childhood Programs”, United States Departments of Education and Health and Human Services (2015).

Through this renewal grant, EEC seeks to:
· Continue to support program capacity to offer inclusive preschool learning environments in group and center based programs, Head Start programs, and public preschool programs through the provision of funding to support educators' salaries, in such settings;
· Enhance program quality by continuing to require IPLE Grant funded programs to participate in the QRIS;
· Support access to high-quality inclusive preschool learning environments for preschool-aged children with and without disabilities that are responsive to the needs of children and families; and 
· Increase the number of preschool-aged children with disabilities and "high needs"[footnoteRef:3] that are participating in high quality, inclusive preschool learning environments. [3:  For the purposes of this grant, the term “high needs children” is defined as children who have two or more of the following risk factors shown to be linked to poor outcomes in areas such as school performance, health, and mental health:
Low-income households/children eligible for free or reduced priced meals;
Children with special needs/disability (Individualized Education Program (“IEP”) or 504 Plan);
Children and families who previously participated in Early Intervention services, Individualized Family Service Plan (“IFSP”);
Children who are homeless or move more than once per year, as defined under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001;
Children who are Dual Language Learners (“DLL”) whose home language is not English (DLL/English Language Learners (“ELL”)/Limited English Proficiency (“LEP”);
Parent(s) with education less than a high school diploma or GED;
Parent(s) with chronic illness or disability affecting care-giving ability;
Children who have experienced multiple traumas or losses;
Young children whose families recently immigrated to the U.S. (parent(s) who came to the U.S. within the past 10 years);
Families and children involved with multiple state agencies; and
Children with parent(s) who are deployed and are not living on a military base.
] 

For the purposes of this grant, the defining features of a high quality, inclusive preschool learning environment are access, participation, and supports.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  “Early Childhood Inclusion: A Joint Position Statement of the Division for Early Childhood (DEC) and the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC)”, Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina, FPG Child Development Institute DEC/NAEYC (2009).] 

· Access – refers to providing a wide range of activities and environments for every child by removing structural, physical, or communicative-related barriers to full participation.
· Participation – means using a range of instructional approaches to promote engagement in play and learning activities and a sense of belonging for every child.
· Supports – refers to broader aspects of the system such as professional development, incentives for inclusion and opportunities for communication and collaboration among families and professionals to assure high quality inclusion.
Required Services/Deliverables 
Applicants must provide the following services with the grant funds they are awarded:

I. Provide grant oversight that supports program capacity to offer high quality, inclusive preschool learning environments in group and center based programs, Head Start programs, and public preschool programs. 

A. The Lead Agency, in its grant administrative and fiscal capacities, must meet all requirements as set forth below:
1. Designate a Grant Contact Person as the main point of contact between the Lead Agency and EEC. 
a) The Grant Contact Person is responsible for disseminating all relevant information to the proper agencies, including Lead Agency staff, subcontracted partners and grant funded programs. The Grant Contact Person must attend all relevant EEC trainings and meetings and act as the point person to EEC for all IPLE-funded activities. 
b) If the Grant Contact Person is not available year round, a designee must be identified by the Lead Agency to carry out programmatic and fiscal activities in the Grant Contact Person's absence.
2. Distribute copies of the approved grant proposal, any amended budgets, and all or some parts of this application to any/all subcontracted partners;
3. Verify that programs meet all requirements of the grant, including the QRIS Participation Requirements and QRIS continuous quality improvement activities; 
4. Ensure accurate accounting of IPLE Grant funds, including, but not limited to tracking direct service expenditures and ensuring that grant funded programs that have tuition fees use a sliding scale fee in accordance with EEC Financial Assistance policies; 
5. Manage and monitor all subcontracts, and provide reimbursements in a timely fashion (preferably on a monthly basis); 
6. Ensure that all Lead Agency and IPLE-funded program contact information is maintained and up to date in the IPLE Online Grant Application.

B. The Required Services may be provided by the Lead Agency and/or through subcontracts with other providers (group and center based programs, Head Start programs, and/or public preschool programs) subject to EEC approval. 
1. Lead Agencies are encouraged to work with subcontracted partners within their local communities to continue placement options for children with disabilities in an effort to serve children with disabilities in preschool programs where they receive the majority of their early education and care services, where children without disabilities are typically served.  See Appendix G for additional information.  
C. The Lead Agency, in collaboration with community partners, must ensure that a system is in place to conduct preschool screenings[footnoteRef:5] (with parental consent) for three and four year olds and for children who are of age to enter kindergarten, within the communities to be served. [5:  Please note that the Massachusetts Special Education Regulations state the following about Preschool Screenings, “Each school district shall conduct screening for three and four year olds and for all children who are of age to enter kindergarten. Such screening shall be designed to review a child's development and to assist in identification of those children who should be referred for an evaluation to determine eligibility for special education services. 1. The school district shall submit information to the Department (DESE) describing the screening program and its elements as part of the local special education plan, when so requested. 2. Participation in the screening program for three and four year olds shall be optional on the part of the parents”. See 603 CMR 28.03(1)d.
] 


1. Such screenings shall be designed to review a child's development using an evidenced-based tool that is appropriate for the child’s age and level of development, which accommodates the child’s sensory, physical, communication, cultural, linguistic, social, and emotional skills in efforts to begin to learn about each child’s individual strengths, needs, preferences, and interests. 

II. Provide an inclusive preschool learning environment that serves preschool-aged children with and without disabilities. 

For the setting to be considered eligible for funding through this grant the following requirements must be met by each preschool program site and each preschool classroom or  preschool session. For the purpose of the grant, preschool programs are referred to as IPLE-funded sites, as they are determined by the location of the program, while preschool classrooms or session(s) are referred to as IPLE-funded sessions.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  The term IPLE-funded session refers to the part of the program day where grant funds are used to support the cost of salaries and fringe benefits of the educators who provide direct program services to a group of preschool-aged children, in a setting that meets grant criteria of an inclusive preschool learning environment. There are three types of IPLE-funded sessions. A Part Day Session refers to a session that meets fewer than four (4) hours per day, for at least 2 or more days per week). School Day Session refers to a session that meets at least four (4) hours per day, but fewer than six (6) hours per day for at least 2 or more days per week), and an  Extended day refers to a session that meets six (6) or more hours per day for at least 2 or more days per week. The term "session" is used as an alternative to classroom, as an IPLE classroom may be used to serve two groups of children on the same day (i.e., when morning and afternoon sessions are offered). 
] 


A. Settings:

1. Services must be provided in group and center based programs, Head Start programs, and/or public preschool programs. 

B. Class Size and Teacher-Child Ratio: 

1. The maximum class size for each IPLE-funded session must not exceed twenty (20) children.

a) When the IPLE-funded session has up to five (5) children with disabilities, the total class size shall not exceed twenty (20) children with a minimum of one (1) Preschool Lead Teacher and one (1) Preschool Teacher or one (1) Preschool Lead Teacher and one (1) Paraprofessional/Assistant. 

b) When the IPLE-funded session has six (6) or seven (7) children with disabilities, the total class size may not exceed fifteen (15) children with a minimum of one Preschool Lead Teacher and one Preschool Teacher or one Preschool Lead Teacher and one Paraprofessional/Assistant. 

C. Composition of Children Enrolled: 

1. 	At least 15% of the children enrolled in each IPLE-funded session must have Individualized Education Programs (IEPs)[footnoteRef:7] for the session to be considered an inclusive preschool learning environment. [7:  Individualized Education Program (IEP) is the written statement, developed and approved in accordance with federal special education law in a form established by the MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education that identifies a student's special education needs and describes the services a school district shall provide to meet those needs.] 

 
2. The above applies to all IPLE-funded sessions with the following exceptions:

a) IPLE-funded sessions operating in communities where the number of children ages three to five years old with an IEP is less than fifteen (15) children, and/or

b) IPLE-funded sessions operating in communities recognized as a rural community are expected to maintain composition stated above, as feasible.

D. Educator Qualifications: 

Funding provided through this grant must be used to support the cost of salaries and fringe benefits of preschool lead teachers, preschool teachers and/or preschool paraprofessional/assistant teachers who provide direct program services and maintain the required teacher-child ratio for the majority of the program day, within designated preschool sessions that meet the criteria listed above. For the purpose of the grant, all IPLE-funded educators must meet the qualifications listed below for their assigned positions.

1. Preschool Lead Teachers funded through this grant must hold a Bachelor's degree or an advanced degree in Early Childhood Education or a related field of study;[footnoteRef:8] hold appropriate certification/licensure as required by EEC and/or the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) (as applicable); and have experience or coursework in working with diverse learners and/or young children with disabilities. [8:  Related field of study: A program at an accredited institution of higher learning, which includes the study of care giving, development, education, health care, or psychology of children, birth to eight years of age, or provision of direct services to children and their families. See 606 CMR 7.09(18)(a)(3).] 


2. Preschool Teachers funded through this grant must hold appropriate certification as required by EEC and have experience or coursework in working with diverse learners and/or young children with disabilities. This position is considered the second educator in the classroom used to maintain the required teacher-child ratio, and may be used as an alternative to a Preschool Paraprofessional/Assistant Teacher.

3. Preschool Paraprofessionals/Assistant Teachers funded through this grant must hold a high school diploma and be at least 18 years old. This position is considered the second educator in the classroom used to maintain the required teacher-child ratio of this grant. 

III.  Support the development and early learning of children with and without disabilities in   inclusive preschool settings through the implementation of a developmentally, culturally and linguistically appropriate early childhood curriculum. 

A.   All preschool sessions that receive IPLE Grant funding must implement a well-balanced curriculum that supports the development of all children socially, emotionally, physically, and intellectually. This early childhood curriculum must be aligned with: 

1. The Massachusetts Preschool Early Learning Guidelines; 
2. The Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for Preschool and Kindergarten;
3. Pre-K Science/Technology and Engineering (“STE”) Standards;
4. WIDA's Early English Language Development (“E-ELD”) Standards: Massachusetts Guidelines to Support Dual Language Learners;
5. The Massachusetts Standards for Preschool and Kindergarten in the Domains of Social and Emotional Learning, and Approaches to Play and Learning; and
6. Massachusetts QRIS Standards for Center-based/School-Based programs. 
B.    IPLE-funded sessions must incorporate the principles of Universal Design for Learning (“UDL”) or other strategies to ensure that individualized embedded instruction is a component of their developmentally, culturally and linguistically appropriate early childhood curriculum.  

C.   For each child who is enrolled in an IPLE-funded session as a “child with a disability”, the IPLE-funded program is required to have a current IEP in place that documents the child’s special education needs and describes the services that are being provided to meet those needs.

D.  IPLE-funded sessions must have a system in place that provides multiple opportunities throughout the year to: 

1. Measure developmental growth and progress of all children enrolled in the IPLE-funded sessions;
2. Gather input from families and other caregivers; and
3. Ensure that all educators and family members are aware of the strategies that are necessary for supporting children across home and learning environments by offering regularly scheduled opportunities to communicate information with families and other programs with appropriate parental consent.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Parental consent must be obtained in accordance with Massachusetts Special Education regulations and EEC licensing regulations prior to the release of such information.] 

IV. Engage in efforts to support enhanced Birth to Third Grade Alignment to improve outcomes for children 

A.  	To create sustainable strategies for seamless transitions and improve educational experiences for children in early learning settings from birth through grade three, IPLE-funded programs are strongly encouraged to engage in at least one Birth to Grade Three Alignment strategy such as collaborating with community based early education and care providers that furthers the systematic incorporation and implementation of: 

· Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (“PBIS”) Model and/or the Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning (“CSEFEL”) Model;
· The Massachusetts Standards for Preschool and Kindergarten in the Domains of Social and Emotional Learning, and Approaches to Play and Learning;
· WIDA's E-ELD Standards: Massachusetts Guidelines to Support Dual Language Learners; 
· Pre-K STE Standards; and 
· Division of Early Childhood (DEC) Recommended Practices in Early Intervention/ Early Childhood Special Education. 

V. Support Children’s Kindergarten Readiness through High Quality Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments
	QRIS Participation Requirements: 
A.   	Lead Agencies are required to ensure that all IPLE-funded programs actively participate in QRIS and engage in QRIS program improvement activities that will support the program's advancement to the next level in the QRIS Standards.

1. Each IPLE-funded program site must have at least one designated QRIS Program Administrator who will serve as the primary contact between the IPLE-funded site and an EEC Program Quality Specialist (“PQS”). 

2. In FY 2018, all IPLE-funded sites that have attained a QRIS Rating of Level 1 or higher must maintain (at a minimum) a QRIS Rating of Level 1 in accordance with the EEC QRIS policies and procedures and continue to participate in QRIS that will support advancement to the next level in the QRIS Standards.

3. All IPLE-funded sites that have yet to attain a QRIS Rating Granted at QRIS Level 1 or higher[footnoteRef:10] must achieve a QRIS Rating of QRIS Level 1 according to the QRIS Participation Timeline, as set forth in Appendix G.  [10:  IPLE-funded programs with a QRIS Rating Granted at QRIS Level 2 or higher is strongly preferred.] 


4. IPLE-funded programs must develop a CQIP at least once annually.

	Please see Appendix G for IPLE QRIS Participation Timelines and additional resources related to QRIS.

B. 	QRIS and EEC Professional Qualification Registry (“PQR”)

1. All designated QRIS Program Administrators must be registered in the PQR with an Active status, in order to access QRIS Program Manager.

2. Preschool Lead Teachers, Preschool Teachers and Assistant Teachers working in IPLE-funded, EEC-licensed group and center based programs are required to maintain information in EEC’s PQR, pursuant to EEC policies and procedures. 

3. Lead Teachers and Paraprofessionals working in public preschool programs are strongly encouraged to register and participate in the PQR.[footnoteRef:11]   [11:  Please note that Preschool Lead Teachers and Preschool Paraprofessionals working in public preschool programs must be registered in the PQR in order to access professional development opportunities offered though EEC's professional development system and the Educator and Provider Support Grantees. ] 


VI. Support Access and Effective Transitions for Children and Families through Communication, Collaboration, and Coordination 

A.   	Lead Agencies and IPLE-funded programs are expected to maximize access to family education and support, professional development, and program quality services through effective communication and collaboration with local and regional programs and agencies, and other  initiatives including, but not limited to: 

1. Coordinated Family and Community Engagement (“CFCE”) Grantees and Councils;
2. Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies (“CCR&Rs”); 
3. Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation (“ECMHC”) Grantees;
4. Educator Provider Support (“EPS”) Grantees;
5. Regional Consultation Programs (“RCPs”); 
6. Preschool Expansion Grantees (“PEG”) (if applicable);
7. Head Start Programs (“HS”); 
8. Early Intervention Programs (“EIPs”);
9. Public School Districts (“LEAs”) and Public Schools;
10. EEC Family/Community Quality Specialist (“FCQS”);
11. EEC Program Quality Specialist (“PQS”); and
12. EEC Licensed Programs and Family Child Care Homes.

B.    Lead Agencies must ensure that all IPLE-funded programs receive information pertaining to upcoming regional EEC Communities of Practice (“COP”) opportunities. Participation by all IPLE-funded programs is strongly encouraged. 

Brain Building in Progress
Grantees are required to incorporate the approved tagline for the Brain Building in Progress communications initiative on appropriate marketing and communications materials and resources that are funded in whole or part through this grant.  These materials and resources may include, but are not limited to, the following: marketing products (e.g., flyers, brochures, pamphlets); professional development products printed by the grantees (e.g., books/booklets, guides, course readers); websites; and other products as determined by EEC.  Grantees should refer to the www.brainbuildinginprogress.org website and the two-page document for background information on the Brain Building in Progress initiative. Whenever possible and appropriate, grantees should post a link to the Brain Building in Progress website on their websites and if the grantee belongs to any coalitions, request that the Brain Building in Progress website be posted on the coalition members’ websites.  The Brain Building in Progress logo and background document is available for downloading at http://www.eec.state.ma.us/BBIPmaterials.aspx.


Anticipated Expenditures, Funding or Compensation:
Funding
Subject to allotment and appropriation EEC estimates that up to $6,274,567 may be available for the FY2018 IPLE renewal grant funding; up to $4,451,305 may be available for FY2019 IPLE renewal grant funding; and up to $3,337,260 may be available for FY2020 IPLE Renewal Grant.
EEC will be reducing IPLE allocations over the next three years, closing out this grant program as of June 30, 2020. 
· A list of the FY 2018 Eligible Grantees and their maximum grant eligibility amounts for FY 2018, FY 2019 and FY2020 are listed in Appendix C: FY 2018 IPLE Grant Eligibility List. 
The funding formulas used for the FY2018 – FY2020 eligibility amounts were calculated as follows:
· FY 2018 Eligibility Amounts for Lead Agencies that were awarded funds in FY 2017 
· IPLE contracted award amounts that were equal to or less than $30,000 in FY 2017 will remain the same for FY 2018. 
· IPLE contracted award amounts that were over $30,000 in FY 2017 were reduced by approximately twenty-six and ninety-four one hundredths percent (26.94 % for FY 2018. When this calculation resulted in a dollar amount that was less than $30,000, then the FY18 Eligibility Amount was adjusted to equal $30,000.   

· FY 2019 Eligibility Amount for Lead Agencies that were awarded funds in FY 2018 
· IPLE eligibility amounts that were equal to or less than $30,000 in FY 2018 will remain the same for FY 2019. 
· IPLE eligibility amounts that were over $30,000 in FY 2018 were reduced by approximately thirty-three percent (33%) for FY 2019.  When this calculation resulted in a dollar amount that was less than $30,000, then the FY19 Eligibility Amount was adjusted to equal $30,000.
· FY 2020 Eligibility Amounts for Lead Agencies that were awarded funds in FY 2019
· IPLE eligibility amounts that were equal to or less than $30,000 in FY 2019 will remain the same for FY 2020.
· IPLE eligibility amounts that were over $30,000 in FY 2019 were reduced by approximately thirty-three percent (33%) for FY 2020. When this calculation resulted in a dollar amount that was less than $30,000, then the FY2020 Eligibility Amount was adjusted to equal $30,000.
The funding for any contract resulting from this procurement is conditioned upon EEC’s receipt and appropriation of grant funding. 
Funding is subject to State and Federal budget allotment and appropriation.  In the event one or more grant is terminated or ended prior to the grant term, EEC reserves the right to reallocate funding to other projects within the EEC Quality Improvement Line (3000-1020). 

Funding Use

Funds associated with this grant must be used to support the FY 2018 IPLE Grant objectives, goals and priorities. EEC reserves the right to approve, deny or request modifications on planned fund use.

Allowable Fund Use:  
· Instructional/Professional Staff: Educator/Instructor costs associated with the portion of a Preschool Lead Teacher's salary used to fulfill the grant requirements in a designated IPLE-funded session(s), where the Preschool Lead Teacher is directly included for  maintaining the required teacher-child ratio for the majority of the program day.  
· Instructional/Professional Staff: Educator/Instructor costs associated with the portion of a Preschool Teacher's salary used to fulfill the grant requirements in a designated IPLE-funded session(s), where the Preschool Teacher is directly included for  maintaining the required teacher-child ratio for the majority of the program day, as the second educator for the group.      
· Support Staff: Aide/Paraprofessional costs associated with the portion of a Preschool Paraprofessional’s/Assistant Teacher's salary used to fulfill the grant requirements in a designated IPLE-funded session(s), where the Preschool Paraprofessionals/Assistant Teacher is directly included for maintaining the required teacher-child ratio for the majority of the program day, as the second educator for the group.      
· Fringe Benefits:  Fringe benefits are allowances and services by employers to their employees as compensation in addition to regular salaries and wages.  Fringe benefits include Federal Tax, State Tax, FICA, Mass Unemployment, Health Insurance, Worker's Compensation, Medicare, SUTA, Other Retirement Systems other fringe costs, as applicable. Please note that the each Authorized Agency is response for making 100% of the payments to Massachusetts Teachers’ Retirement System (“MTRS”), should funds for MTRS be requested through this grant. 
Salaries and Fringe are subject to the following restrictions: 
· Limited to Preschool Lead Teachers’ salaries and related fringe in designated IPLE-funded sessions only. Salaries and fringe costs for Preschool Lead Teachers to be paid with IPLE funds must not exceed a staff person's work time related to the implementation of the grant activities. 
· Preschool Teacher, Preschool Paraprofessional, or Assistant Teacher positions in designated IPLE-funded sessions only. Salaries and fringe costs for these positions to be paid with IPLE funds must not exceed a staff person's work time related to the implementation of the grant activities.
· These positions are those that are directly included for maintaining the required teacher/child ratios in the designated IPLE-sessions for the majority of the program day.
The portion of the IPLE staff work time related to the implementation of this grant that will be paid with grant funds must be reported in the budget, under Full Time Equivalence (“FTEs”). 
· Supplies & Materials: Cost for Educational and Instructional Materials that will be used to carry out the required services within IPLE-funded sessions for curriculum and instructions and to support advancement in QRIS. These supplies and materials are items costing less than $5,000 per unit or having a useful life of less than a year.
· Supplies & Materials: Cost for Instructional Technology including software that will be used to support children's development and learning in IPLE sessions. 
	Supplies & Materials are subject to the following restrictions: 
· Direct service cost allocated to Supplies and Materials must not exceed 5% of the Total Grant Eligibility Amount.
· Instructional Technology including software is limited to the cost of Tablets (price not to exceed $600.00 per tablet) and educational software (apps) for the purposes of curriculum development, curriculum implementation, and/or to support enhanced access to assistive technology in the IPLE-funded sessions where children receive the majority of their early education and care services.
Grant funds cannot be used to replace or supplant federal preschool special education funds provided under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004 (“IDEA-2004”), federal HS funding, PEG funding, state supplemental HS funds; and/or state Universal Pre-Kindergarten Grant funds. 

· Travel: Travel expenses for program administrators, program coordinators, and professional staff for in-state travel costs required to implement direct service activities (i.e., mileage).
	Direct Service Travel expenses are subject to the following restrictions: 
· Direct service cost allocated to Travel must not exceed 5% of the Total Grant Eligibility Amount.
· Direct Service Travel is limited to travel cost (i.e., mileage) for IPLE-funded educators for travel to and from sites to participate in collaboration activities that support the implementation of IEP goals in community based settings (such as Transition Planning Conferences, IEP Team Meetings, and Joint Parent Teacher Conferences, etc.). 
· Direct Service Travel is also limited to the cost of travel (i.e., mileage) for Instructional staff: Special Education Specialist to provide or support the delivery of specially designed instructional services and supports in IPLE-funded settings, when the special education placement is located within an IPLE-funded community-based program. (Please note cost for special education specialist salaries and fringe benefits are not an allowable use of funds through this grant). 
· Other Cost: Direct Service Transportation may include the cost of transporting children enrolled in IPLE-funded sessions. 
	Direct Service Transportation expenses are subject to the following restrictions:
· For children with IEPs, costs for transportation services are allowable only when transportation is not included as a related service in a child’s IEP. 

Capacity Building:  May be defined as the acquisition of skills and knowledge for staff development in order to enhance their capacity to implement the requirements of the IPLE grant. 
· With approval from EEC, IPLE funds may be used to support professional development, coaching and mentoring for all educators whose salaries are funded through this grant. Extending these capacity building activities to include other program partners is strongly encouraged, when feasible.  
	Capacity Building expenses are subject to the following restrictions:
· Capacity Building activities must not exceed 5% of the Total Grant Eligibility Amount.
· Capacity Building activities are limited to the following topics: 
· Early Childhood Development;
· Early Childhood Inclusion;  
· Early Childhood Transitions; 
· Early Childhood Social -Emotional Development;
· UDL in Early Childhood Settings;
· Tiered Systems of Support in Early Childhood Settings;
· Preschool-aged Dual Language Learners with and without disabilities; 
· Trauma Informed  Early Education and Care/ Learning Environments; and
· Sensory Integration. 

· Subcontractors:  Funds paid out to another program or agency to carry out an entire part (sub-part) of the grant. For purposes of the FY 2018 Grant Application, the term subcontractor is synonymous with the term sub-recipients or collaborating IPLE agencies. 
· All subcontractors and partners performing services on behalf of the applicant to meet the required services of this grant must be approved by EEC. 
· All subcontracts must be reviewed by EEC prior to execution.
· If an applicant proposes subcontracting some of its required services, the applicant must submit the proposed subcontracted services from each subcontractor and other partners as part of its grant application response.  
· Even if a subcontractor is used, the applicant will be primarily responsible for fulfilling the grant obligations.
All combined Administration Costs for the Applicant and Subcontractors (if applicable) cannot exceed 10% of the requested grant amount. 

· Indirect Cost Rate (“IDCR”):  Costs approved by the federal government for common objectives that benefit multiple programs administered by the grantee organization, or the organization as a whole, and as such are not readily assignable to a particular program funding stream. 

· Indirect Costs are costs incurred for common objectives that benefit multiple programs administered by the grantee organization, or the organization as a whole, and as such are not readily assignable to a particular program funding stream.
· Indirect Costs are part of the expenses allocated to administrative funds.
· Under no circumstances can the use of the indirect cost rate (“IDCR”) exceed the amount of funds (10% of the total grant) allocated to administrative purposes.
· A grantee can use an indirect cost rate ONLY IF it submits documentation stating the approved rate on letterhead from a federal cognizant agency. 
· Public Schools do not need to provide an Indirect Cost Rate approval letter. Their rate is provided by DESE.
· Applicants must write their actual approved Indirect Cost Rate in Indirect Cost Rate box in the Online Application.  

Cap on Administrative and Indirect Costs:  EEC’s cap on administrative costs and indirect costs is 10%.  
· If a grantee does not have an IDCR and provides admin budget detail, the cap is 10%.
· If a grantee has an IDCR of 10% or greater, the grantee does not need to provide a detailed admin budget
· If a grantee has an IDCR of less than 10%, the grantee must provide a detailed admin budget for the difference between the IDCR and 10%. 

Unallowable Fund Use:
· Grant funds cannot be used to replace or supplant federal preschool special education funds provided under the IDEA-2004, federal HS funding, PEG funding, state supplemental HS funds, and/or state Universal Pre-Kindergarten Grant funds. 
· Grant funds cannot be used to support classrooms where children with documented special needs and/or disabilities comprise over 50% of the classroom enrollment, as these settings are considered substantially separate learning environments.
· Grant funds cannot be used to fund additional persons in the classroom who are not in direct relation to maintaining the required teacher/child ratios for the majority of the day, such as floating teachers, special education specialist, and/or 1:1 Aides.
· Grant funds cannot be used to contribute to costs related to the following categories:
· Administrators;
·  Instructional/ Professional Staff;
· Support Staff;
· Contractual;
· Out-of-State Travel;
· Other Costs (Advertising, Equipment Rental, Maintenance/Repairs, Memberships/Subscriptions, Printing /Reproduction, Rental of Space, or Other);
· Other Costs: Direct Service Transportation cost for students with disabilities, where these services are delivered through a child’s IEP are not an allowable use of IPLE grant funds;
· Equipment; or
· Ancillary Services.

· Fiscal administration and oversight costs: For the purposes of this Grant Application, Grants Administration expenses are defined as the following and are not allowable use of FY 2018 Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments Grant funds:
· Supervisor/Director salary/wages;
· Project Coordinator salary/wages;
· Secretary/Bookkeeper salary/wages;
· Stipends for Supervisor/Director, Project Coordinator, and/or Secretary/Bookkeeper;
· Fringe Benefits for Supervisor/Director, Project Coordinator and/or Secretary/Bookkeeper;
· Other Costs:
· Advertising; 
· Equipment Rental; 
· Maintenance/Repairs;
· Memberships/Subscriptions;
· Printing/ Reproductions;
· Staff Training;
· Rental Space (non-direct, office space);
· Telephone/Utilities (non-direct, administrative, Internet, and Wi-Fi); or
· Other.
· Out-of-State Travel; or
· Lobbying Expenses:  Grant funds shall not be used to cover costs incurred by employees, lobbyists, or consultants to influence any local, state or Federal legislation or policy in either the Legislative or Executive branch.



Quality Reporting

Public Welfare and Human Services PART 98 Child Care and Development Fund (CFR 98.50) requires that states receiving CCDF funds must allocate at least seven percent of the CCDF award total toward quality activities designed to improve the quality of child care.  Each identified activity must have a measurable outcome that will be reported to the federal government.  In fulfillment of this federal mandate, Massachusetts has identified this grant as part of Massachusetts’ overall quality activities allocation.  


Individual program and aggregate-level data will be required from IPLE Lead Agencies and IPLE-funded programs to measure the outcomes of this grant. 

Lead Agencies and IPLE-funded sites must submit reporting information to EEC as outlined below:
1. Applicants will be required to complete and submit to EEC the IPLE Site Surveys for each proposed IPLE site and Projected Deliverables, as noted in the grant submission requirements below.  Refer to Appendix E Projected Deliverable Guidelines for information related to the completing the Projected Deliverable (Part 8) and Appendix D for guidance for the IPLE Site Survey.
2. Grantees are required to report any changes in eligibility status of IPLE-funded sites during the grant period. Lead Agencies must report this change to EEC within 30 days of the first day that the program's eligibility status changes.  
3. In the event that a Lead Agency is interested in assigning these funds to a preschool program that was not originally identified and approved as an IPLE-funded site in the FY 2018 Grant Application.
a. The Lead Agency must submit a request to EEC in writing at least forty-five (45) days prior to the anticipated change. 
b. The Lead Agency will be required to demonstrate how the newly proposed site meets the requirements of the grant. 
c. The new IPLE-funded site must be approved by EEC prior to implementation.
4. Lead Agencies and IPLE-funded sites must submit a mid-year performance report and a CQIP for each IPLE-funded site.  EEC anticipates that the mid-year FY 2018 report will be due on December 15, 2017.
5. Lead Agencies will be required to submit the final programmatic performance report and Final Financial Report (“FFR”) on the use of grant funds within sixty (60) days from the end of the grant period, but no later than August 31, 2018. EEC will provide Grantees with the format for such reports.
6. Lead Agencies and IPLE-funded sites must be prepared to report on the following: topics: 
a. IPLE Enrollment Capacity and Enrollment Information, including but not limited to: 
i. Demographic information for children enrolled in IPLE-funded sessions; 
ii. IPLE Enrollment by Age, Race/ Ethnicity, and Disability Status; 
iii. IPLE Enrollment by Age and Dual Language Learners whose home language is not English (DLL/ELL/LEP) status;
iv. Number of children who have been identified as Low Income/ Eligible for free or reduced priced meals, or Economically Disadvantaged;
v. Number of children who have been identified as Homeless; and
vi. Number of children who have been identified as "High Needs".
b. Qualifications, experience of educators funded through the grant and their participation in IPLE-funded capacity building activities; 
c. Enhancements to IPLE curriculum planning and implementation;
d. QRIS Participation, Continuous Quality Improvements, and Technical Assistance Needs; 
e. Family Engagement Activities; and 
f. Implementation of Early Childhood Transitions.
EEC may require additional data beyond that specified above; therefore, EEC reserves the right to require grantees to report as specified by EEC. 

EEC will disqualify any incomplete or late grant application from consideration/review.

Instructions for Submission of Responses: 
In accordance with the submission requirements detailed below, all required documents, including the online application, attachments, and fiscal forms must be received at EEC’s Central Office by 4:00 PM on April 6, 2017, 2017. 

Grant applications will NOT be accepted after 4:00 PM on April 6, 2017.  

Online Application
To complete and submit the online portion of the grant application, please click the following link:   FY18 IPLE Online Grant Application 
The Online Application includes the following information:
1)    Contact Information;
2)    Communities Served;
3)    Languages Spoken;
4)    Lead Agency Budget;
5)    Subcontractor Budget;
6)    FY2018 Budget Summary;
7)    Narrative Questions;  
8)    Projected Deliverables;
9)    Required Grant Forms:
· Preschool Tuition Policies and Procedures and Preschool Tuition Sliding Scale Rate Schedule (provide sections applicable to preschool only); 
· IPLE Site Survey Summary;
· IPLE Site Survey Reports;  
· QRIS Participation Documentation;
· Lead Agency Indirect Cost Approval Letter (if applicable); and
· Subcontractor Indirect Cost Approval Letter (if applicable).
10)  Checklist; and
11)  Cover Page.

All of the following documents below must be submitted:
· by mail with one (1) original (all signatures must be in blue ink) and three (3) copies of the following:

· The entire PDF document generated by the Online Application.  
· You must have a submission date and time on the top of each page.  In order to get the entire PDF, you click the SUBMIT button and then click the PRINT SUMMARY button.
· With original wet signature on the Cover Page 
· (This is the only hard copy page that can be submitted without a submission date and time.)

· Required Grant Forms: 

· Please Note: The Required Grant Forms must be submitted as hard copies as these do not print as part of the PDF document.
· Preschool Tuition Policies and Procedures and Preschool Tuition Sliding Scale Rate Schedule (provide sections applicable to preschool only); 
· IPLE Site Survey Summary;  
· IPLE Site Survey Reports;  
· QRIS Participation Documentation;
· Lead Agency Indirect Cost Approval Letter (if applicable); and
· Subcontractor Indirect Cost Approval Letter (if applicable).


· Applicants must also complete and mail one original packet of the following forms with their Grant Application response (unless applicant already has these documents on file with EEC).


· MA Standard Administrative Forms:
· A signed Commonwealth Terms & Conditions form; 
· W-9 with DUNS #; 
· Contractor Authorized Signatory Listing;
· Authorization for Electronic Funds Payment (EFT) Form; and 
· Federal Funding and Accountability and Transparency Act (“FFATA”) Reporting Requirements.

To:

Department of Early Education and Care
FY2018 Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments Grant
Agency Name, Program Name
Attention: Grants Administration 
51 Sleeper Street, 4th Floor
Boston, MA 02210

· Please note: If your application is selected for funding, EEC will e-mail a Standard Contract Form to the individual identified as the “Applicant Contact” in Part 1 of each response.  This Form will need to be printed, signed (in blue ink), and returned to EEC prior to the Grant start date.  Directions on how to submit the signed form to EEC will be explained with the form.






















Estimated Procurement Calendar 
	Procurement Activity
	Date
	Time 


	Grant Application Release/Posting
	February 22, 2017
	

	Webinar 
Link to Register:   Webinar FY18 IPLE
	March 6, 2017
	10:00AM - 11:30AM 

	Submission of Intent to Bid

Email Intent to Bid to:
EECSubmission@massmail.state.ma.us
	March 10, 2017
	4:00 PM

	Submission of Written Inquiries

Applicants must submit written inquiries to:
EECSubmission@massmail.state.ma.us           
	March 10, 2017
	4:00 PM

	Posting of Response to Written Inquiries (Estimated)
	March 20, 2017
	

	Submission Deadline for Quotes/Bid Responses 
Applicants must submit proposals to:
EECSubmission@massmail.state.ma.us
	
April 6, 2017
	
4:00 PM

	Notification of Awards (Estimated)
	May 15, 2017
	

	Estimated Grant Start Date
	July 1, 2017
	



Intent to Bid: 

· EEC asks that all applicants intending to apply for this funding please send an intent to bid email with the name of the applicant agency and “Insert Name of Grant” in the subject line by March 10, 12017, at 4:00 PM to EECSubmission@massmail.state.ma.us. Failure to submit an intent to bid will not preclude an entity from being able to submit a grant application.



Questions and Answers:
 
· Any and all questions regarding this Grant Application must be submitted in writing to EECSubmission@massmail.state.ma.us by March 10, 2017 at 4:00 PM with the Grant Application Title/Fund Code in the subject line. 
· EEC expects to post responses to written questions on or around March 20, 2017.


It is the responsibility of the prospective Bidder and awarded Contractor to maintain an active registration in COMMBUYS and to keep current the email address of the Bidder’s contact person and prospective contract manager, if awarded a contract, and to monitor that email inbox for communications from the Purchasing Department, including requests for clarification. The Purchasing Department and the Commonwealth assume no responsibility if a prospective Bidder’s/awarded Contractor’s designated email address is not current, or if technical problems, including those with the prospective Bidder’s/awarded Contractor’s computer, network or internet service provider (ISP) cause email communications sent to/from the prospective Bidder/Awarded contractor and the Purchasing Department to be lost or rejected by any means including email or spam filtering.


Bid Amendment Deadline
The Purchasing Department reserves the right to make amendments to the Bid after initial publication.  It is each Bidder’s responsibility to check COMMBUYS for any amendments, addenda or modifications to this Bid, and any Bid Q&A records related to this Bid.  The Purchasing Department and the Commonwealth accept no responsibility and will provide no accommodation to Bidders who submit a Quote based on an out-of-date Bid or on information received from a source other than COMMBUYS.


Submission of Quotes/Bid Responses
See the Quotes (Bid Responses) Deadline (Bid Opening) Date and Time indicated in the Estimated Procurement Calendar (above).


Estimated Contract Start Date
This is the approximate start date.  The actual start date will be the Contract Effective Date which is the date the Contract is executed by the parties.


Required Forms
Responses to this Grant Application (RFR) must contain the following documents 

	Check if applicable (“X”)
	Form/Document
	Notes/Instructions (If any)

	
	
	

	|X|
	Commonwealth Terms & Conditions
	Wet Ink Signature Required

	|X|
	Request for Taxpayer Identification Number & Certification (Massachusetts Substitute W-9 Form)
	Wet Ink Signature Required

	|X|
	Contractor Authorized Signatory Listing
	Wet Ink Signature Required

	|X|
	Authorization for Electronic Funds Transfer
	Electronic Submission

	|_|
	Federal Funding and Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA) Reporting Requirements
	Electronic Submission when requested

	|X|
	Standard Contract Form and Instructions 
	Wet Ink Signature Required when requested



The above attachments are available as attachments as part of the Bid record on WWW.COMMBUYS.COM. 
Additional Information
The following Appendices are for reference only; they do NOT need to be filled out by the Respondent or included in any response submitted.
· Appendix A:  FY 2018 IPLE Grant Online Application Instructions
· Appendix B:  FY 2018 IPLE Grant Budget Guidelines
· Appendix C:  FY 2018 IPLE Grant Eligibility Amounts
· Appendix D:  FY 2018 IPLE Site Survey Guidelines
· Appendix E:  FY 2018 IPLE Projected Deliverables Guidelines 
· Appendix F-1:  Demographic Information – Table 1
· Appendix F-2:  Demographic Information – Table 2
· Appendix F-3:  Data Source Information 
· Appendix G:  Resources for Grantees 
· Appendix H:  Payment Information
 

EEC reserves the right to adjust the timeframe laid out above.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to keep up to date on changes to this Grant Application by checking the EEC Website.

NOTE:  EEC will disqualify any incomplete or late grant applications from consideration/review. Incomplete applications or applications received after the deadline will not be reviewed or considered for funding. Grant Applications will be considered incomplete if any of the sections of the hard copies and online copies are not received by the submission deadline. EEC reserves the right to review and/or fund an application submitted after the deadline where an emergency situation caused or contributed to the late submission.

EEC reserves the right to request additional information regarding any responses/applications received.  EEC shall have the right to specify the amount of time for submission of such additional information. EEC shall have the right to disqualify responses where such information is not submitted within the timeframe specified by EEC. EEC shall have sole discretion in determining whether or not to provide an opportunity for a non-successful grant applicant to request a debriefing regarding their grant application.  EEC may limit the time period for debriefing requests to be submitted, the number of debriefings granted, and the manner in which debriefings will be conducted (by telephone, e-mail, and/or in-person).  In general, a debriefing involves providing an applicant with a copy of the scorecard and accompanying comments created by the evaluation team that reviewed their grant application, along with a brief discussion around those comments and scores.  A debriefing shall not include any comparisons between grant applications.  If debriefings will be permitted for a specific grant, EEC will include such information along with the grant award(s) notification.                                                     
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