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To protect contiguous, 
large-scale landscapes 
necessary to sustain the 
integrity and resiliency 
of  ecosystems and 
viability of  local farms 
and forest economies 
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To enable projects that 
stretch beyond the scope 
of  other state grant 
programs, standard 
spheres of  operation, and 
involve cooperation of  
multiple actors
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To support Executive 
Order 569, which calls 
for state government to 
adapt to climate change 
and build a more resilient 
Commonwealth
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P R O J E C T S  M U S T  I N C LU D E  PA RT N E R S  F R O M  2  O R  M O R E  O F  T H E  
F O L LOW I N G  C AT E G O R I E S :





County Minimum Project Size
Berkshire, Franklin, Worcester 500 acres

Hampden 300 acres

Bristol, Hampshire, Plymouth 250 acres

Essex 200 acres

Barnstable, Dukes, Middlesex, 
Nantucket, Norfolk, Suffolk

100 acres

• Projects adjacent to protected open space and/or that are not transected by roads are 
prioritized.  

• Parcels separated by minimally traveled roads or connected by wildlife passages will be 
considered at EEAs discretion.
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Application 
Deadline

April 23, 2026

Site Visits: scheduled 
by DCS staff

May

Grant 
recommendations 

& award 
announcement 

June - September

Secure municipal vote(s) as 
necessary and execute 

contracts

Fall

Pursue due diligence (title, 
survey, etc.)

Submit CR(s) to DCS for 
review

Fall/Winter

Purchase property

Complete project 

Prepare reimbursement

June, 2027 
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