	
	
	




	APPLICATION FORM
REGIONAL RESTORATION PARTNERSHIPS PROGRAM DESIGNATION GRANT
FY27 RFR ID: DER 2027-RPPAG

	
The Massachusetts Division of Ecological Restoration (DER), within the Department of Fish and Game, invites grant proposals from eligible applicants to strengthen regional ecological restoration efforts through the designation as a DER-supported Regional Restoration Partnership. The designation and associated funding will support established Collaboratives seeking to expand their capacity to lead and implement aquatic ecosystem restoration and nature-based climate resiliency projects across the Commonwealth.  
 
The purpose of the Regional Restoration Partnerships Program is to provide support to regional organizations such as watershed groups and regional planning agencies who work with municipalities and other local partners to implement river and wetland restoration projects in Massachusetts. 

Applications must be submitted through DER’s Website.  No paper applications will be accepted.  Applications received after the deadline will not be accepted. Applicants must complete and submit all required documents.

 
Applicants must complete this form and provide required attachments (see below) to apply for DER Regional Restoration Partnerships Grant funds.  Please refer to the Request For Responses (RFR) for detailed guidance on application completion, submission and evaluation criteria.   
 

	APPLICANT INFORMATION (Boxes will expand as you fill them.)

	Applicant Name:
(name of person submitting application)

	Email:
	Phone:
	Address: 

	Lead Partnership Sponsor (Organization):

	

	Partnership name:

	Partnership region:

	Total Requested Grant Amount ($):

	1. [bookmark: _Hlk209182732]CRITICAL NEED FOR SUPPORT 
Please use as much space as needed. The boxes will expand as you fill them
Applications will be scored 0-100, with a proposed project’s critical need for support potentially providing up to 20 points total towards the 100 possible total points – see RFR section 5.2 for further details.


	Partnership Critical Need for Support: Please describe the purpose and general need for the grant.  Please include a description of the partnership region, the watersheds and municipalities within the region, and both the restoration needs within the region/ watersheds and the need for capacity to advance these needs.   

	






	2. LIKELIHOOD OF PARTNERSHIP SUCCESS 
Please use as much space as needed.  The boxes will expand as you fill them.

Applications will be scored 0-100, with a proposed Partnership’s likelihood of partnership success providing up to 20 points toward the 100 possible total points. See RFR section 5.2 for further details.

	Restoration Success: Please describe how the proposed scope of work aligns with the Collaborative’s vision, goals and Strategic Plan or documented restoration strategy and existing regional efforts.  Explain the Collaborative’s partnership model and organizational structure and how it supports cooperative, long-term success.  If applicable, describe any proposed changes to the Collaborative model or Partnership Strategic Plan/ restoration strategy to address past challenges and strengthen the Collaborative’s approach.  Finally, describe how the Collaborative communicates the ecological and community benefits of its work. 

	






	3. ABILITY TO ADVANCE REGIONAL COORDINATION AND RESTORATION/ RESILIENCY WORK 
Please use as much space as needed.  The boxes will expand as you fill them.

Applications will be scored 0-100, with Partnership’s ability to advance regional coordination and restoration work providing up to 20 points toward the 100 possible total points. See RFR section 5.2 for further details.

	Partnership’s ability to advance Regional Coordination and Restoration Work: Please describe the Collaborative’s experience and capacity to lead and coordinate regional restoration and nature-based climate resiliency work.  Include examples of how the Collaborative has leveraged external funding or other resources to advance regional goals, collaborated with stakeholders and municipalities, and built restoration knowledge, skills and capacity within the region.  If applicable, describe measurable progress the Collaborative has made in expanding regional restoration and resiliency outcomes.  Please describe how the proposed scope of work continues to support this advancement in restoration.  

	








	4. COMMUNITY CHARACTERISTICS AND BENEFITS
Please use as much space as needed.  The boxes will expand as you fill them.

Applications will be scored 0-100, with a proposed Partnership’s community characteristics and benefits providing up to 15 points toward the 100 possible total points. See RFR section 5.2 for further details.

	Community Characteristics and Benefits: Please describe how the Collaborative reflects the people and communities in the region.  Explain how the Partnership has provided – or plans to provide – real and lasting benefits for all communities in the proposed region. Also include any outreach and engagement activities that help build public understanding and involvement in restoration planning and work and/or improve community access to nature.  See resources at the bottom of the page[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  DER will use information from the Massachusetts Municipal Vulnerability Program’s   “Community Engagement Levels.“] 



	





	5. PROPOSED RESTORATION PROJECT INFORMATION
Applications will be scored 0-100, with the proposed project/ activities information potentially providing up to 15 points total toward the 100 possible points – see RFR section 5.2 for further details.  


	Proposed Project Information: Please provide a brief description of projects proposed under Task 2 in the SOW/ Budget.  Use the Project Form template provided to complete this question.  

	
Please note, an additional 10 points will be used to evaluate reasonableness of proposed timeline and budget, see Section 5.2 in RFR.











ATTACHMENTS
· Completed Application Form (Required) 
· Completed Scope of Work/ Budget Form (Required – Excel format) 
· If Budget form includes request (s) for training, webinars/ conferences, short courses or certificate programs funding, please fill out Support Info Tab in SOW/ Budget Form to include justification for each request stating the nexus with the Partnership Program and how the public benefit of the proposed activity outweighs the private benefit to the non-profit.  DER will review all requests and issue approval if the request is deemed appropriate.
· Completed Project Form (Required – Excel format) 
· Partnership Region map (Required- pdf)
· Staff titles, qualifications/ resumes for individuals identified in Scope of Work/ Budget form
· Letters of Commitment from all Core Partners (if applicable) or from at least two stakeholders demonstrating collaborative support Partnership Strategic Plan/ or documented restoration strategy (Required – pdf) 
· Partnership Strategic Plan / documented restoration strategy: Applicants must submit either a strategic plan or a documented restoration strategy that outlines the vision, priorities, and approach for the proposed Partnership. Applicants may also provide an existing strategic plan for a smaller area within the proposed Partnership region, if the applicant demonstrates how it will be updated or built upon to incorporate the entirety of the proposed Partnership.  Alternatively, applicants may submit a draft strategic plan if the intent is to finalize the plan in FY27 (Required – pdf or word document with hyperlinks to website) 


	SIGNATURE

	BY SIGNING BELOW, I ACKNOWLEDGE THE TERMS AND SPECIFICATIONS CONTAINED WITHIN THIS RFR.

	Applicant Signature:
	Date:

	☐ By checking this box, you confirm that all supporting materials such as project plans, reports and/or documents are included with this application.
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