VNR
Comments

9.04: VNR Registration

(5) An individual cannot be registered without the individual’s consent. 

What warrant’s an individual’s consent? In my experience there has been many times when an applicant has no idea what the VNR represents. Is there a way to ensure that the individual is aware of what they are signing up for and that they are clear about the service; including misuse, maintaining correct information, life-time status?

 9.05: Duration and Cancellation of Registrations
(1) A VNR registration shall remain active for the natural life of the registered individual or offender, unless cancelled by the custodial or supervising agency, by the DCJIS, or by the registered individual.

Are there any action steps that the registered individual can take for themselves to be more involved in the VNR registration? I am aware that certified individuals are currently responsible for providing any changes to their information. Yet how often does this take place and how many times are workers tracking down information because there has been no communication/update with the individual, particularly if they’ve been on the registry for a long period of time. Is it possible to ask that the individual contact VNR on a yearly or bi-yearly basis? This way they are “included” rather than “excluded”. There are many current victims who find it difficult and triggering when they receive mail or phone calls that pertains to an offender who was once their perpetrator. Though they have moved on and no longer need the registration, often times it’s slipped their minds that they were once put on a registry for notification in the first place. If we ask for involvement in the continued use of the registration, such as the “check in”, this piece could be eliminated.  Communication is the key to providing an effective and successful system.  
I whole heartedly agree that in certain cases where there is a high degree of domestic violence and/or sexual abuse victims should be able to rest easy knowing that the offender is being tracked on an ongoing basis. However there are many other cases where the registered individual has moved beyond their situation but want to remain “informed” for the purpose of just wanting to know. There is no fear, there is no relationship anymore, yet the VNR remains a tool for all the wrong reasons.
The VNR registration treats all cases the same, which in my opinion has a tendency to “water down” the effectiveness of the system as a whole. When you look at sex offenders; an act that is quite often considered the bottom of the barrel, there is a specific process that must be obtained and adhered to in order to decide what level a particular offender will receive. Depending on the severity of the crime that offender must register at the local police department for a certain amount of time. Understand that not all sexual predators are required to register for life.   

I address this only to create a parallel with the VNR registration which currently allows lifetime membership of an individual without promoting a pro-active approach.  Asking for minimal input from registered individuals is, in my opinion, a system that encourages growth and independence. 
PAGE  
1

