Re:

West End Beagle Club, Inc.

Premises:
110 Clark Street

City/Town:
Gardner, MA 01440

Heard:

June 23, 2009

DECISION


A Commission hearing was held to determine whether the West End Beagle Club, Inc. was in violation of 204 CMR. 2.05 (1)- Permitting Gambling. 


The licensee stipulated to the Investigator’s report. Investigator Brad Doyle and Investigator Hooton entered the West End Beagle Club to investigate their business operation.  Upon entering the bar, they identified themselves to the bartender on duty and informed the bartender that they were going to conduct an inspection of the bar area.  After the inspection, they observed in a separate area four (4) electronic video devices.  An unidentified individual was playing at one of the machines.  The Investigators then asked about the machines and the process used for payouts.  The bartender stated that at the premises cash payments were issued to individuals for winnings on machines.  The bartender then escorted them downstairs to a room with a safe in it.  Inside the safe were blank deposit bags with bartenders’ names on them.  Inside the bags were currency and receipts with notes indicating dollar amounts and machine numbers.  The deposit bag also contained a ledger indicating payouts.  


The Investigators also made the following observations in concluding the establishment was using gambling devices:

1. each machine had markings that indicated “for amusement only”;

2. after inserting money, a player selected credits and the machine registered the bet; 

3. all machines accepted dollar bills; 

4. the machines had a “knock-off” button (resetting the credits to zero).

The Investigator testified that he performed an administrative review of the file and this is the licensee’s first offense in thirty-nine (39) years.  

The attorney for the licensee stated that the machines were permanently removed from the premises the next day and that the licensee, a small social club, acquired the liquor license in 1970.

The Chief Investigator requested and the Commission will approve this request, that the machines be permanently removed from the premises as part of the penalty.  Therefore, the Commission suspends the license for 5 days along with the permanent removal of the electronic video devices.


ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES CONTROL COMMISSION

Susan Corcoran, Commissioner_______________________________________________

Robert H. Cronin, Commissioner_____________________________________________

Dated in Boston, Massachusetts this 22nd day of July 2009.

You have the right to appeal this decision to the Superior Courts under the provisions of Chapter 30A of the Massachusetts General Laws within thirty days of receipt of this decision. 

cc:   Local Licensing Board

       Frederick G. Mahony, Chief Investigator

       File
