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Council Meeting 

	Minutes
	August 12, 2014
	2:00 P.M.
	1 Ashburton Place,  10th Floor, Charles River Room  


	

	coUNCIL

 members in attendance
	Rosalie Edes, Ann Ackil, Paul Spooner,  Anne Johansen, Joe Tringali, Jennifer James


	Council members not in attendance
	Cindy Purcell, Kristen McCosh, Denise Harvey

	 Staff attending
	Jack Boesen, Michelle Byrd

	 chair
	Rosalie Edes

	Note taker
	Michelle Byrd

	agenda setting
	No issues were added to previously-issued agenda

	
	
	
	
	


Rosalie Edes called the meeting to order at 2:07 p.m. 

1. Council organizational matters
Review and Approval of the June Minutes

Paul Spooner moved for approval of the general session minutes from June. Ann Ackil seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.  Paul then moved for approval of the June executive session minutes with Ann again seconding. This motion also passed unanimously.
Council listening tour update
Jack updated Council members on meetings held in Pittsfield and Boston.  Rosalie asked the council to continue outreach efforts to increase communication with consumers.  The PCA Orientation video presentation has been very well received.  There is a link on the Council’s website to the video.
Paul Kahn Awards
This year will be the 40th anniversary of the PCA program.  Added to this year’s ceremony will be recognition of Pioneer consumers who have been involved in the program for 30+ years. 

2014 S.I.L.C. Conference Workshop
This year’s workshop will focus on the PCA New Hire Orientation.  Becca Gutman, Linnea Rego, Leanne Winchester, Anne Johansen and Jack Boesen will present.  The workshop will take place on September 16 at 3:30 p.m.
2.  PCA Recruitment & Training

PCA Referral Directory Terms & Conditions
After review of the T&C agreement provided at the June meeting, the Council discussed issues concerning record maintenance and logistics.  PCAs will need to check on a box to agree with the terms and conditions before they are able to complete the on-line application.  Jack asked Council members if they were ready to vote on the use of the terms and conditions on the website.  Paul Spooner made a motion to accept the use of the terms and conditions.  Anne Johansen seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
PCA New Hire Orientation Project
Leanne Winchester provided the Council with updates on the pilot phase of the orientation project, knowledge assessments and baseline study. PCAs who have been employed for several years participated in a knowledge assessment. Based on feed-back from PCAs, Leanne reported that the worker’s rights and fraud and abuse modules as well as the role playing activities worked well.  
Phase II of the roll-out will include Brockton, Holyoke, Lynn, New Bedford, Weymouth, Lawrence, Lowell and eight other towns..  Fiscal Intermediaries will mail out letters to consumers and group orientation sessions will begin on September 15. Paul Spooner suggested supplying consumer’s with a refrigerator magnet that informs PCAs about workman’s compensation.  Jennifer James said she will look into the issue.  Ann Johansen reminded council members that worker’s compensation is included in skills training and notice is supposed to be posted in the consumer’s home.  Joe Tringali stated that new timesheets will include a disclaimer about PCAs not being paid while their consumer is hospitalized.  
3. PCA Program Updates

Betsy Connell provided updates on the PCA program including:

· Changes to PCM contracts include Orientation efforts; information on the Orientation has been added to skills training; 

· F.I.’s will have data on PCA’s qualifying for PTO after August 15th.
· The status on the state plan amendment is under review.

· On July 24 notice was sent to F.I.’s and PCMs regarding the Harris v. Quinn Supreme Court decision informing them that agency fees collection should be suspended.
· Effective September 1, timesheets will include a disclaimer asking consumers to confirm they are not receiving duplicated PCA and Adult Foster Care services. Educational materials on the issue will be made available to PCMs.  Rosalie asked that these materials be shared with the Council.
4. Labor Matters

Department of Labor regulations on overtime, travel

The regulations become effective January 1, 2015.  MassHealth is currently reviewing the regulations which state that if Massachusetts is a joint employer, it will be responsible for paying PCAs qualifying for overtime as well as compensation for travel time between consumer worksites. MassHealth will provide an update at the next council meeting. 
Health Insurance Committee and Contract Reopener
Rosalie reported that formal meetings have started as well as informal conversations with 1199SEIU.  PCAs receiving health care subsidies through the state exchange will continue to receive these benefits while negotiations continue.
Labor Management Committee

The Training and Upgrading Fund reported on PCA training efforts.   These reports were provided to Council members.  A second issue concerning timely payment issues was discussed.  Council members reviewed a memo to the PAS Coalition and agreed that the issue should be discussed further.
Council letter for PCA Handbook
Council members reviewed the proposed letter for the 1199SEIU PCA handbook.  Paul Spooner made a motion to accept the letter for publication.  Anne Johansen seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
5. Council budget matters

Expense Report

The Council received two reports for review including the last expenditure report for FY 2014 as well as a draft 2015 budget.
At 3:40 p.m. a motion was made by Paul Spooner to move to executive session to discuss collective bargaining.  The motion was seconded and the following roll-call vote was recorded;

Paul Spooner – aye

Ann Ackil – aye

Jennifer James – aye

Anne Johansen–aye

Joe Tringali - aye

Rosalie Edes – abstained
The Council came out of executive session and Jennifer James made a motion to adjourn the general session.  Paul Spooner seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

The general session ended at 4:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Byrd
DEVAL L. PATRICK


Governor





JOHN W. POLANOWICZ


Secretary
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