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                                  Personal Care Attendant Quality

Home Care Workforce Council
600 Washington Street, 7th Floor

Boston, MA  02111 

Personal Care Attendant Quality Home Care Workforce Council

One Ashburton Place

Boston, MA 02108

Council Meeting

	Minutes
	August 14, 2012
	2:00  P.M.
	1 Ashburton Place, 21st Floor 

	 

	coUNCIL

 members in attendance
	Christine Griffin,  Paul Spooner, Liz Casey, Joe Bellil, Tony Williams, Jennifer James Price, Kristen McCosh,  Joe Tringali (by telephone)

	Council members not in attendance
	Denise Harvey

	 Staff attending
	Jack Boesen, Michelle Byrd

	 chair
	Christine Griffin

	Note taker
	Michelle Byrd

	agenda setting
	No issues were added to previously-issued agenda

	
	
	
	
	


Christine Griffin called the meeting to order at 2:07 p.m. with the introduction of new council member, Kristen McCosh.
1. Council organizational matters
Review and Approval of Meeting Minutes

Paul Spooner made a motion to approve both the general and executive session minutes from December.  Liz Casey seconded the motion and council members unanimously approved the motion without further discussion. 
Recruitment of new Council Members
With the appointment of Kristen McCosh, council membership is at full occupancy. 
2012 Paul Kahn PCA Awards
Jack Boesen informed council members that the selection committee agreed on final nominees for the award and that the vetting process had begun.  The date for the award ceremony has been set for September 19, 2012 in Nurses Hall at the State House.  Co-chairs of the event will be Senator Michael Rodrigues and Representative Marcos Devers.  Christine asked whether any members of the Council sit on the selection committee.  Jack said no although council members had been invited to join.  Christine asked Jack to prepare a list of all Council committees and task forces, including membership, for review by the Council.
Council Workshop at S.I.L.C conference

Paul Spooner confirmed that the council workshop would take place on Thursday, September 13.

2.  PCA Recruitment & Training
Update on the PCA referral directory

Council members were provided with the summaries of Personal Care Management Agency and consumer surveys.  The next step will be to review of additional training opportunities that can be provided to PCM staff. 

PHCAST grant update 
A finalized curriculum will become available to other community college campuses, to PCM and ILC’s as well as the 1199 Training and Upgrade Fund.  Jack suggested the council extend an invitation to Leanne Winchester to update members on details of the training program. 

PCA Orientation legislation

Christine reported that the proposed legislation has not become law.  Paul Spooner suggests the council take a leadership role in planning a series of meetings to address some of the issues brought up in the proposed legislation.  Paul proposes a motion establishing a task force of stakeholders to develop recommendations on orientation efforts.
After discussion by the Council on what efforts comprise an orientation program separate from workforce training, Paul Spooner, Liz Casey, Jennifer James and Joe Tringali agreed to participate.   The motion to develop the task force was passed after the following roll call vote:

Jennifer James – aye

Tony Williams – aye

Liz Casey – aye

Christine Griffin – aye

Kristen McCosh – aye

Joe Bellil – aye

Paul Spooner –aye

Joe Tringali – aye

3. PCA Program Developments
FI contracts

Lois Aldrich informed the council final contracts were awarded to Cerebral Palsy of Massachusetts, Stavros Center for Independent Living, North East ARC and Public Partnerships.  Each contract term is 10 years, renewable every three years.
Lois asked the council a question regarding whether or not there is a state requirement for PCAs to participate in direct deposit of payroll checks.  Christine Griffin indicated that
 the Labor Management Committee (LMC) should address the issue.  Lois proposed adding language to the PCA hiring packet requiring PCAs to indicate their choice of participation in direct deposit.  PCA’s without bank accounts would be provided with debit cards that would be loaded with their bi-weekly earnings.   The LMC will discuss these issues and provide the Council with their recommendations.
4. Labor Matters
Resolution of Contract issues
Christine Griffin informed council members that all contract issues have been resolved and the contract is in the process of being signed. 

Holiday Grievance
Christine Griffin reports that a settlement of the grievance has been finalized and that as part of the agreement, a letter has been mailed to all consumers informing them of the grievance and providing them with recommendations for managing their annual allotment of hours from MassHealth.  
Health Care Study

Jack and Christine discussed the formation and the initial meeting of this committee.  When this report is finished, there will be a re-opening of the current contract in January 2014.

Training Fund

Jack Boesen reported on a meeting he had with Rebecca Gutman and Harneen Chernow of 1199SEIU regarding training efforts.  Linnea Rego has been hired as field coordinator and a list of courses is being prepared for the Fall.
5. Council budget matters

FY13 Budget and Expense report
The FY13 budget has not been finalized.  Council members reviewed the final expense report for FY12 .
Christine Griffin asked council members for any additional issues for discussion.  With no more issues raised for discussion, Paul Spooner made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Joe Bellil seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

The general session adjourned at 4:00 p.m.   
Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Byrd
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