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                                   Personal Care Attendant Quality

Home Care Workforce Council
600 Washington Street, 7th Floor

Boston, MA  02111 

Personal Care Attendant Quality Home Care Workforce Council

One Ashburton Place

Boston, MA 02108

Council Meeting

	Minutes
	June 8, 2011
	2:00 P.M.
	21st floor, 1 Ashburton Place 

	 

	coUNCIL

 members in attendance
	Stan Eichner, Liz Casey, Jennifer James,  Paul Spooner, Joe Bellil, Joe Tringali and Denise Harvey 

	Council members not in attendance
	Tony Williams

	 Staff attending
	Jack Boesen, Michelle Byrd

	 chair
	Stan Eichner

	Note taker
	Michelle Byrd

	agenda setting
	No issues were added to previously-issued agenda

	
	
	
	
	


Stan Eichner called the meeting to order at 2:09 p.m. and introduced himself as the interim Chair of the Council until a permanent Assistant Secretary is named.  He then asked the other council members to introduce themselves to members of the audience.
1. Council organizational matters
Review and Approval of Meeting Minutes

Joe Bellil made a motion to approve both the general and executive session minutes from March.  Denise Harvey seconded the motion and council members unanimously approved the motion. 
National Participant Network (NPN)
Jack Boesen provided a follow-up to the council’s consideration of the request to join the organization and informed the council that he will invite the NPN to provide a presentation at the next council meeting in August.

Legislative information initiative
Jack Boesen, Joe Bellil and Paul Spooner met with key legislative committee members to discuss the performance review report filed by the council.  Approximately 10 visits were made.  Joe Bellil informed the council that the meetings were well received by legislators and recommends additional meetings in the future.  Joe Tringali suggested that other council members participate in future meetings.

  Open Meeting Law
Jack Boesen reported on a meeting he attended outlining open meeting regulations. He informed the council that the regulations would permit counting the votes of members who participated by telephone but would not change the rule requiring a physically present quorum for meetings.  Specifics will be shared with the council for review and discussion when they become available. 
Paul Spooner made a motion to investigate ADA laws as they pertain to remote participation in meetings due to mobility impairment.  Joe Bellil seconded the motion. The motion passed with Stan Eichner abstaining from the vote.  Jack Boesen will follow-up and report back to the Council.
2011 Council Work plan

Council members reviewed the materials sent in advance by Jack Boesen.  After providing feedback and suggestions on the proposed plan, the consensus of council members was that the plan was acceptable.

Jack Boesen informed the council that ballots for regional representatives of NCIL were available and that Mary Margaret Moore is listed on the ballot.  Paul Spooner made a motion that the council cast its vote for Mary Margaret Moore. Denise Harvey seconded the motion and it passed unanimously with Stan Eichner abstaining.
2.  PCA Recruitment & Training
Update on the PCA referral directory

Jack Boesen reported that the MS society has signed a memorandum of understanding after on-site training was provided to its staff.  Outreach is being made to Spaulding Hospital for staff training.  Liz Casey reported that she has successfully used the new employment ad feature on the directory website.

MRC Conference workshop
Council member Liz Casey, along with Jack Boesen and Elenore Parker of Rewarding Work Resources, will present a workshop on June 29th at 2:30 p.m.   
2011 Paul Kahn Awards for PCA Service

Jack reported that nominations are coming in and the first planning meeting was held to discuss the selection process.

PHCAST grant 
Leanne Winchester, Director for the PHCAST grant, presented an overview of the grant to council members.  The three-year grant will develop a core-training curriculum for PCAs and home health care workers. In the first year of the grant, work on four of the total nine core competencies will be completed. Grant activities also include train the trainer sessions as well as the start of the first  program for PCAs at Bristol Community College. The second year will include the completion of the last five competencies proposed in the grant. 
3. PCA program developments
UMASS Presentation on Prior Approval process

 Wendy Trafton and Karen Williams reported on a survey of the MassHealth Prior Authorization Unit’s Processing Activities.  The goal of the survey was to evaluate and improve the operating practices of the PA Unit (PAU) and enhance the working relationship between the PAU and the PCM and FI agencies.  The survey provided to the agencies utilized close-ended questions as well as comment boxes for communication, timeliness, consistent practices and decision notices. The response rate for the surveys was 100%.  Lois Aldrich stated issues identified by the survey would be addressed by the PA design workgroup in developing a corrective plan.

4. Labor matters
Collective bargaining update
Doug Shatkin, lead negotiator of the bargaining committee, reported that the goal for the Council was to achieve a union security agreement as well as offer continued funding for the paid time off benefit as part of a contract extension.  Doug reported that during negotiations, PTO funding was re-designated to provide for a PCA training program.  The Labor Management Committee will address additional issues brought up in collective bargaining.
The bargaining committee asked the council to ratify the agreement including the extension of the contract to 2012.  Paul Spooner made the motion to ratify.  Denise Harvey seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

5. Council Budget matters
FY11 Council budget and expense report
Joe Bellil reviewed the latest report with council members.  He pointed out that a $5,000 administrative chargeback for postage and printing is reflected on the latest expenditure report.
With no other general meeting agenda items open for discussion, Stan Eichner asked the council to move to Executive Session to discuss collective bargaining. The motion passed after the following roll-call vote: 


Paul Spooner – aye

Joe Bellil - aye

Stan Eichner - aye

Joe Tringali - aye

Denise Harvey – aye

Jennifer James - aye 


Liz Casey – aye
The general meeting adjourned at 3:38 p.m. to executive session.
The council came out of executive session and Paul Spooner made the motion to adjourn, Denise Harvey seconded the motion and passed unanimously.  The general session adjourned at 4:08 p.m.    
Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Byrd
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