January 2023
Glyphosate Scientific Review
Phase 2 Report: Public Input Questions
Under contract to the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources and in support of the Massachusetts Glyphosate Commission, Eastern Research Group, Inc. (ERG) is conducting a scientific review of glyphosate and its alternatives. The review will consider uses, restrictions, public health impacts, and environmental impacts of glyphosate. The results of the review will be presented to the Glyphosate Commission and then submitted to the joint Committee of Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture. 
ERG has already completed Phase One of the scientific review. The Phase One report identified all resources that ERG will consider for the scientific review. ERG has begun Phase Two, which involves reviewing and synthesizing information from the resources identified during Phase One. During the public comment period on the Phase One report, multiple organizations and individuals expressed interest in providing input on the Phase Two activities. Accordingly, all interested parties are invited to submit input on Phase Two, particularly in response to the five questions listed below. (Note, interested parties will also be invited to comment on the draft Phase Two report, once it is prepared.) 
If you would like to provide input, please email written responses to Ann Lowery of the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection at ann.lowery@mass.gov. All input provided will be compiled and made available to the Glyphosate Commission and to ERG. Input must be received by February 17, 2023 to be considered as part of the Phase Two research conducted by ERG. 
1. Glyphosate uses in Massachusetts. Section 2.2 of the Phase One report lists categories of glyphosate uses that the Phase Two report will consider. What other glyphosate usage categories are relevant in Massachusetts and should be added to this list? 
2. Amounts of glyphosate used in Massachusetts. Section 2.2 of the Phase One report indicates that no statewide estimates of glyphosate usage quantities for various non-agricultural uses are readily available for Massachusetts. What quantitative glyphosate usage data relevant to Massachusetts (and supporting documentation) should the ERG team consider in Phase Two? If available, please provide annual usage data, indicate whether usage is confined to specific seasons, and note the application methods used. Please indicate how usage quantities expected to change over the next five years and why.
3. Experience with glyphosate alternatives. Section 2.3 of the Phase One report lists the categories of glyphosate alternatives to be evaluated in Phase Two. What other categories of glyphosate alternatives or specific alternatives are relevant in Massachusetts and should be added to this list? What publications** on the feasibility and effectiveness of these alternatives do you recommend the ERG team consider? 
4. [bookmark: _Hlk123812622]Scientific literature on glyphosate’s human health effects. Section 3.1 of the Phase One report identifies “key assessments” on human health effects that the ERG team will review during Phase Two. Beyond the documents identified in Section 3.1, what additional assessments by authoritative bodies or recent (2019-2023) scientific publications** on human health effects do you recommend the ERG team consider? 
5. Scientific literature on glyphosate’s environmental effects. Section 3.2 of the Phase One report identifies “key assessments” on environmental effects that the ERG team will review during Phase Two. Beyond the documents identified in Section 3.2, what additional assessments by authoritative bodies on environmental effects do you recommend the ERG team consider? 
** The Phase Two report will be based primarily on publicly available and peer-reviewed scientific publications. Publications that are not publicly available or peer-reviewed will be compiled in the project bibliography and will be reviewed only to the extent that project resources allow. 
