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Designing and planting a rain garden is.
much like creating any other perennial
garden, with a few unique differences.

+ The garden must be located where runoff
can be diverted Into it at least 10 feet away
from building foundations and septic sys-
tems.

+ Ashallow, saucer-shaped depression is cre-
ated in the garden to hold rain as It s0aks in.
“The garden should be about 20-30% of the
area from which it is receiving runoff.

+ Soll replacement and additionsl preparations:
are sometimes needed for success. A good
sall mix for rain gardens is 50-60% sand,
20-30% topsoll, and 20-30% compost.

+ Species of perennial plants and shrubs na-
tive to our region are recommended, as they.
are adapted to local conditions and will not
need extra care once they are estabished,
Plant flood tolerant species In the center and
drought tolerant ones around the edges.
Berry-bearing and nectar-producing plants
attract and nourish wildife.

+ A mulch of shredded hardwood is an integra!
part of your rain garden. It keeps the soil
moist and ready to soak up rain, and makes
your garden low-maintenance.

[Did You Know?  The average home roof s 1,300
square feet and generates 832 goflons of runoff during.
a singl 17 rainfal event.

Rain Garden Resources

New England Wikifower Sosiety:
owaw.newts orgfpublications-andresor
gardens him

URI Healthy Landscapes:
. edulceealinyancs

ringarden tm

University of Connacicut Extension Servie:
wuny.sustainabily.ucon.dupdlaingardeniroch pef-

Natural Resouroes Conservation Service
i resiraingardens htmi
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Broad Meadow Braok Conservation Center
“And Wildiite Sanctuary
414 Massasot Rosd
Worcestar, MA 01604

Prone: 5087536087
Foc 508755.014
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Rain Gardens

A Best Management Practice to:
¢ Reduce Stormwater Runoff

¢ Inprove Water Quality
& Erhance Your |andscape

Make gour own beautiful contribution to

aner water in the Blackstane River
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[image: image2.jpg]We chose a variety of natve plants that provide color and interest throughou the growing season. They prodce
nectar and berrles to atract wildife such as butterfes, hummingbirds,cedar waxowings and winter robins,

Plane List:

Shrubs:
Sweet Pepperbush
Dogwood
Shamvock Inkberry
Winterberry
Gro-Low Sumac
Lowbush Blueberry
Highbush Blueberry
Duarf Fotherglia
Slender Deutzia
Porentila

Perennials
Duarf Aster
Swamp Miloweed
Joe Pye Weed
Coneflower

Blazing Sar
Beebaim
Backeyed Susan
Crested s
Foantflower
Yarrow

Sea Oars
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