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MEMORANDUM
To: Heads of Fire Departments
From: Peter J. Ostroskey, State Fire Marshal
Date: June 30, 2020
RE: Governor’s Executive Order Reinstating Licensing Deadlines and Resuming

Certain Inspections

Effective July 10, 2020, two Executive Orders issued by Governor Charles D. Baker during this COVID-
19 pandemic which affect (1) the expiration of professional licenses and registrations issued by the
Commonwealth and; (2) the temporary deferral of smoke and CO inspections required by M.G.L. Chapter
148 Section 26F and 26F 2 will be rescinded. (Copies of both original orders and the rescinding order
are attached hereto).

Governor Baker’s COVID-19 Orders No. 9 and No. 18 together extended the expiration of any license,
certificate or registration issued by DFS/State Fire Marshal that was in good standing on March 18, 2020.
Further, COVID-19 Order No. 12 allowed for the deferral of smoke and CO inspections required under
c.148 section 26F and 26F ' for up to ninety (90) days after this state of emergency is lifted or until
COVID-19 Order No. 12 was rescinded provided:

(a) The buyer and seller agree, in writing, that the buyer not the seller shall be responsible to equip the

property with compliant smoke and CO detectors/alarms and;
(b) The buyer agrees to equip the property in accordance with 527 CMR 1.00, Chapter 13.

With the rescission of these two Executive Orders, fire departments may use the following resources to
track sale and transfer of homes during the period of time that COVID-19 Order No. 12 was in effect:
(a) Local Board of Assessors’ resources
(b) Contacting the local Registry of Deeds as determined through the Secretary of State’s website:
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/rod/rodgde/gdeidx.htm

If you have any questions, please feel free to call or code compliance helpdesk at 978-567-3375.
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
CommONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
StaTE House * Boston, MA 02133
(617) 725-4000

CHARLES D. BAKER KARYN E. POLITO
GOVERNOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

ORDER AUTHORIZING THE REOPENING OF CHILD CARE PROGRAMS AND
RESCINDING EIGHT COVID-19 ORDERS

COVID-19 Order No. 41

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, I, Charles D. Baker, Governor of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, acting pursuant to the powers provided by Chapter 639 of the Acts of 1950
and Section 2A of Chapter 17 of the General Laws, declared that there now exists in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts a state of emergency due to the outbreak of the 2019 novel
Coronavirus (“COVID-197),

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the COVID-19 outbreak was characterized as a
pandemic by the World Health Organization;

WHEREAS, on March 17, [ issued COVID-19 Order Nos. 7 and 8, which provided
automatic license renewals for physicians and other medical professionalé whose licenses would
expire during the state of emergency, established an expedited means to re-instate the licenses of
recently-retired physicians, expanded authorization for the practice of telemedicine, and made
other allowances to expand capacity in the health care system to respond to an anticipated surge
in COVID-19 cases in the Commonwealth;

WHEREAS, on March 18, I issued COVID-19 Order No. 9, which provided for the
automatic extension of a wide range of other, non-medical professional licenses and registrations
issued to individuals by Commonwealth licensing authorities, and on March 26, I issued
COVID-19 Order No. 18, which did the same for licenses issued to businesses and other
organizations;

WHEREAS, on March 18, I also issued COVID-19 Order No. 10, which, as extended by
COVID-19 Order Nos. 15 and 27, closed licensed, approved, and exempt child care programs
until June 29 and authorized the establishment of an Emergency Child Care Program to provide
care to vulnerable children and the children of front-line workers;
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WHEREAS, on March 20, I issued COVID-19 Order No. 12, which allowed for the
conditional deferral of certain inspections normally required upon the sale or transfer of
residential real estate;

WHEREAS, on March 30, I issued COVID-19 Order No. 19, which allowed public
companies headquartered in the Commonwealth to conduct annual or special shareholder
meetings exclusively by remote means;

WHEREAS, on March 30, I also issued COVID-19 Order No. 20, which allowed the
Executive Office of Health and Human Services to employ an expedited process for adjusting the
payments made to critical health and human services providers who were facing extraordinary
demand or severe disruptions to their service models as a result of the COVID-19 emergency;

WHEREAS, on April 9, I issued COVID-19 Order No. 23, which allowed for the
expedited licensing of physicians educated at foreign medical schools;

WHEREAS, the current, sustained trend of improvement in public health data has
reduced the demand on medical facilities, allowed for the re-opening of many businesses and
other organizations in the state, and permitted the resumption of state services and licensing, with
the consequence that the pressing need for flexibility and expedited processes that were
authorized by these earlier-issued Emergency Orders has substantially diminished; and

WHEREAS, sections 7, 8, and 8A of Chapter 639 of the Acts of 1950 authorize the
Governor, during the effective period of a declared emergency, to exercise any and all authority
over persons and property necessary or expedient for meeting a state of emergency, including
authority over educational facilities that are supported in whole or in part by public funds, so as
to extend those facilities’ benefits and availability; authority over public assemblages in order to
protect the health and safety of persons; authority to modify of the terms and conditions of
licenses, permits, or certificates of registration issued by the Commonwealth or any of its
agencies or political subdivisions; authority to regulate the manner and method of purchasing or
contracting for services for the Commonwealth and its agencies; and authority over the policing,
protection, and preservation of all private property by the owner or person in control thereof;

NOW, THEREFORE, I hereby order the following:
(1) Reopening of Child Care and July 13 Closure of Emergency Child Care Programs

Licensed, approved, or exempt child care programs closed by the Order Temporarily
Closing All Child Care Programs and Authorizing the Temporary Creation and Operation of
Emergency Child Care Programs (COVID-19 No. 10), may reopen under their current license,
approval, or exemption, provided that any such child care program must abide by the reopening
requirements and approval process established by the Department of Early Education and Care,



including but not limited to the requirement to demonstrate capacity to meet the minimum health
and safety requirements issued pursuant to the Order Authorizing Re-Opening Preparations for
Child Care Programs (COVID-19 Order No. 36).

Emergency child care programs, as authorized by Section 2 of COVID-19 Order No. 10,
may continue operations through July 12, 2020. Effective at 12:01 am on July 13, 2020, the
provisions of COVID-19 Order No. 10 are rescinded in their entirety, and emergency child care
programs shall no longer be authorized to operate and must cease operation.

(2) Additional Rescissions of Orders

Each of the following Orders is hereby rescinded as of the dates indicated below,
provided that, except as otherwise specified below, rescission shall not invalidate any allowance
made, protection granted, or act taken under the authority of an Order prior to its rescission or
impair any license, registration, permit, or extension granted under the authority of any Order
prior to its rescission.

June 26, 2020
(a) Order Regarding the Conduct of Shareholder Meetings by Public Companies
(COVID-19 Order No. 19)

July 10, 2020
(b) Order Permitting the Temporary Conditional Deferral of Certain Inspections of

Residential Real Estate (COVID-19 Order No. 12)

(¢) Order Expanding Access to Physician Services (COVID-19 Order No. 7)

(d) Order Extending the Registrations of Certain Licensed Health Care Professionals
(COVID-19 Order No. 8)

(e) Order Extending the Registrations of Certain Licensed Professionals (COVID-19
Order No. 9)

(f) Order Extending Certain Professional Licenses, Permits, and Registrations Issued by

Commonwealth Agencies (COVID-19 Order No. 18)

For the Orders listed in (¢)-(f), each relevant licensing authority shall ensure that all
licenses, registration, or permits previously issued or extended under the Orders’ authority shall
at a minimum remain valid through October 1, 2020.

July 31,2020
(g) Order Providing Accelerated Licensing of Physicians Educated in Foreign Medical

Schools (COVID-19 Order No. 23). The Board of Registration in Medicine shall



ensure that all licenses issued pursuant to the authority of COVID-19 Order No. 23
remain valid for 2 years from the date of issuance.

(h) Order Authorizing the Executive Office of Health and Human Services to Adjust
Essential Provider Rates during the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency (COVID-19
Order No. 20); provided that (a) no further rate or payment adjustments shall be made
in reliance on COVID-19 Order No. 20 after July 10; and (b) any designations made or
temporary rates, supplemental payments, or other rate and payment methodologies or
arrangements established prior to the date of this Order pursuant to COVID-19 Order
No. 20 shall also expire on July 31, 2020.

This Order is effective immediately.

Given in Boston at ¥ i l_D PM this 26th day
of June, two thousand and twenty

(e DT

CHARLES D. BAKER
GOVERNOR
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
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SECRETARY
MEMORANDUM
To: Heads of Fire Departments

From: Peter J. Ostroskey, State Fire Marshal
Date: March 20, 2020

RE: Governor’s Emergency Executive Orders Affecting Licensing and Inspections

The Governor, pursuant to his Executive Authority during this declared state of emergency,
has signed two executive orders affecting (1) the expiration of professional licenses and
registrations issued by the Commonwealth and; (2) the temporary deferral of smoke and CO
inspections required by M.G.L. Chapter 148 Section 26F and 26F %2 . (Copies of both orders
are attached hereto).

The first order extends the expiration any license, certificate or registration issued by
DFS/State Fire Marshal that was in good standing on March 18, 2020.

The second order defers smoke and CO inspections required under Section 26F and 26F Y2 for
up to ninety (90) days after this state of emergency is lifted provided:

(@) The buyer and seller agree, in writing, that the buyer not the seller shall be responsible
to equip the property with compliant smoke and CO detectors/alarms and;

(b) The buyer agrees to equip the property in accordance with 527 CMR 1.00, Chapter 13.
In addition to notifying you of these changes, we will also be notifying other interested
parties (i.e. The Massachusetts Realtors Association and Massachusetts Mortgage Bankers

Association) and will ask those parties to widely disseminate the attached orders.

Thank you for your patience while we resolved these issues with the Governor’s office. If
you have any questions, please feel free to call.
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j'"‘ \\ OFFICE OF THE GOVEHNOR
CommoNweALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
State House » Boston, MA 02133
(617) 725-4000

CHARLES D. BAKER KARYN E. POLITO
GOVERNOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

ORDER EXTENDING THE REGISTRATIONS OF
CERTAIN LICENSED PROFESSIONALS

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, I, Charles D. Baker, Governor of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, acting pursuant to the powers provided by Chapter 639 of the Acts of 1950
and Section 2A of Chapter 17 of the General Laws, declared that there now exists in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts a state of emergency due to the outbreak of the 2019 novel
Corenavirus (“COVID-197);

WHEREAS, on March 11, the COVID-19 outbreak was characterized as a pandemic by
the World Health Organization;

WHEREAS, the number of presumptive positive and confirmed cases of COVID-19
continues to rise in the Commonwealth. As of March 17, 2020, 218 cases of COVID-19 were
reported by the Department of Public Health, with 10 of the 14 counties in the Commonwealth

impacted;

WHEREAS, the Federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the
Massachusetts Department of Public Health recommend implementation of community
mitigation strategies, including the cancellation of large events;

WHEREAS, thousands of professional and occupational licenses and certificates of
registration issued by the Commonwealth, its agencies, and its boards of professional licensure
are renewed each month on a regular basis;

WHEREAS, the escalating COVID-19 public health emergency likely will make it
difficult for licensed professionals to renew or satisfy certain requirements for renewal of their
licenses or certificates during the state of emergency;

WHEREAS, licensed professionals provide significant services within the
Commonwealth, and the unavailability of licensed professionals would hamper the recovery of
the Commonwealth’s economy; and

WHEREAS, sections 7, 8, and 8A of Chapter 639 of the Acts of 1950 authorize the
Governor, during the effective period of a declared emergency, to exercise any and all authority
over persons and property necessary or expedient for meeting a state of emergency, including the
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authority to modify of the terms and conditions of licenses, permits, or certificates of registration
issued by the Commonwealth or any of its agencies or political subdivisions;

NOW THEREFORE, [ hereby order the following:

(1) Extension of Registrations: Any occupational or professional license, certificate, or
registration issued by a state agency or any board of registration or division with licensing
authority within a state agency to an individual person not already covered by

a. the March 17, 2020 Order Extending the Registration of Certain Licensed Health
Care Professionals,

b. the March 17, 2020 Order Expanding Access to Physician Services, or

¢. the March 15, 2020 Order Authorizing the Registrar of Motor Vehicles to
Temporarily Extend Licenses, Permits, and Other Identification Cards

that is in good standing as of the date of this Order and that has expired or will expire during
the state of emergency, is hereby extended and shall remain valid until 90 days following the

termination of the state of emergency.

(2) For purposes of this Order, a “state agency” shall include an executive office listed in Section
2 of Chapter 6A of the General Laws, or a state agency, as defined in Section 1 of Chapter 29
of the General Laws, that reports to or is otherwise located within an executive office listed
in Section 2 of Chapter 6A of the General Laws;,

(3) For purposes of this Order “in good standing” shall include a registration that is subject to
probation or non-disciplinary conditions, but shall not include a license that is revoked,
cancelled, surrendered, suspended, or subject to disciplinary restrictions.

(4) Nothing in this Order shall prevent any secretariat, agency, or board with licensing authority
from exercising its statutory and regulatory enforcement authority during the state of
emergency.

The head of every secretariat, agency, and division that issues professional licenses,
certificates or registrations, as well as every Commonwealth board of registration and
examination, is directed forthwith to issue guidance, subject to my approval, to implement the
terms of this Order. Such guidance shall include any clarifying exclusions for licenses,
certificates or registrations issued to individual persons that do not constitute an “occupational or
professional license, certificate, or registration.” Those secretariats, agencies, divisions, and
boards shall enforce this Order.




This Order is effective immediately and shall remain in effect until rescinded or until 90
days after the state of emergency is terminated, whichever happens first.

Given in Boston aths ﬁ PM this 18th day of
March, two thousand and twenty

CHARLES D. BAKER
GOVERNOR
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
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CHARLES D. BAKER KARYN E. POLITO
GOVERNOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

ORDER PERMITTING THE TEMPORARY CONDITIONAL DEFERRAL OF
CERTAIN INSPECTIONS OF RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, I, Charles D. Baker, Governor of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, acting pursuant to the powers provided by Chapter 639 of the Acts of 1950
and Section 2A of Chapter 17 of the General Laws, declared that there now exists in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts a state of emergency due to the outbreak of the 2019 novel
Coronavirus (“COVID-197),

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the COVID-19 outbreak was characterized as a
pandemic by the World Health Organization;

WHEREAS, the number of presumptive positive and confirmed cases of COVID-19
continues to rise in the Commonwealth. As of March 19, 2020, 328 cases of COVID-19 were
reported by the Department of Public Health, with 12 of the 14 counties in the Commonwealth
impacted;

WHEREAS, the Federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the
Massachusetts Department of Public Health recommend implementation of community
mitigation strategies, including avoiding close personal contact with others and practicing social
distancing when outside of the home;

WHEREAS, ensuring the ability to engage in residential real estate transfers assures the
continued availability of housing stock in the Commonwealth, protects an important component
of personal and family investment for our residents, and supports a critical component of the
Commonwealth’s private sector economy;

WHEREAS, the continued well-being of those responsible for the health, safety, and
welfare of the residents of the Commonwealth, particularly fire department personnel, is of
paramount importance, and it is therefore necessary to minimize the risk of unnecessarily or
unknowingly exposing any such individual to COVID-19, and the consequent risk of subsequent
transmission to other frontline responders; and
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WHEREAS, Sections 7, 8, and 8A of Chapter 639 of the Acts of 1950 authorize the
Governor, during the effective period of a declared emergency, to exercise any and all authority
over persons and property necessary or expedient for meeting a state of emergency, including but
not limited to authority over the policing, protection, and preservation of all private property by
the owner or person in control thereof;

NOW, THEREFORE, I hereby order the following:

During the state of emergency, any inspection of a dwelling, building, or structure that is
required by Sections 26F and 26F%% of Chapter 148 of the General Laws may be deferred as a
condition of a sale or transfer of said dwelling, building or structure. Such inspection may only
be deferred, however, provided that:

(a) the parties to the sale or transfer have agreed in writing that the buyer, not the seller,
shall be responsible for equipping the dwelling, building, or structure with approved
smoke detectors and carbon monoxide alarms;

{(b) the buyer agrees as a condition of taking title to equip the dwelling, building, or
structure with approved smoke detectors and carbon monoxide alarms immediately upon
taking title according to the provisions of 527 CMR 1.00, Chapter 13; and

(c) any inspection that would otherwise be required by Sections 26F and 26F%; of
Chapter 148 of the General Laws is conducted no more than 90 days after the state of
emergency is terminated; and provided further that the head of the fire department for the
municipality in which the dwelling, building, or structure is located shall ensure that such
inspection is conducted within the required period pursuant to the authority granted by
Sections 26E, 26F, and 261", of Chapter 148.

This Order is effective immediately and shall apply to any sale or transfer that occurs
while the Order is in effect. This Order shall remain in effect until rescinded or until the state of
emergency is terminated, which ever happens first. Any such rescission or termination shall not
invalidate any inspection deferral that was agreed to pursuant to the terms of this Order during
the period in which this Order was in effect.

Given in Boston at / Jéé PM this 20th day of
March, two thousand and twenty

CHARLES D. BAKER
GOVERNOR
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
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