


Guidance for Filling out the MSPCL Evidence Submission Form 
Analysis Requested Options: 
 
• Prints/Footwear – Fingerprint or footwear examination by the Crime Scene Services Section (CSSS).   

o Spent projectiles and discharged cartridge casings will not be processed for prints. 
 

• Crim/DNA – Request for examination for biological fluid screening (blood, semen, saliva, urine, feces), 
identification of hair/fibers, damage analysis on fabrics, bloodstain pattern analysis, GSR testing (distance 
determination, metals), GSR collection (clothing, gloves) and/or the collection of DNA of potential skin cells 
(items handled, worn, and/or used during a crime) as applicable to the case.   
o Items selected for DNA testing are per MSPCL policies and may be conducted in rounds.    
o Except for found firearms, firearm evidence related to non-violent crimes are not routinely sent for DNA 

testing, however samples will be preserved for testing upon request if the item meets our Item Analysis 
Policy.   

o Please reference the Sample Summary Form once a Criminalistics examination is completed for a list of 
items selected/retained for DNA testing. 
* If Crim/DNA is selected, indicate if the item has previously been processed for fingerprints to avoid 
delays in testing. 

 
• Ballistics – Request for examination by the Firearms Identification Section (FIS) which may include test firing 

and microscopic comparisons depending upon the items recovered. Items will be uploaded to NIBIN if 
amenable.  
 

• NIBIN – Request for upload to the NIBIN database only.  
 

• Toxicology –  Requests for Toxicology analysis on biological samples (blood/urine) and vomit.  Vomit 
samples will be outsourced for analysis. 

 
• Trace – Requests for paint and fiber comparisons, serial number restorations on firearms, glass, tape, rope, 

and physical match analysis. 
 

• Arson – Requests for analysis of explosive materials, ignitable liquid detection and/or fire debris. Analysis of 
non-biological liquids (including potential breastmilk), beverages, and/or foods submitted for possible 
poisoning/tampering and Gunshot Residue testing on stubs only.  To request GSR (primer or distance 
determination on clothing items) select Crim/DNA. 

 
• GSR – Requests for Gunshot Residue testing on stubs or other items or distance determination. 

 
• Drugs  – Requests for analysis of seized drug evidence such as powders, liquids, organic materials and 

tablets/capsules to determine the presence or absence of controlled substances.  
• All requests for Drug analysis must be activated by contacting the MSPCL Case Management Unit at 

mspclcmu@mass.gov once the evidence has been submitted. 
• Fingerprint and DNA testing is not routinely conducted on packaging from seized drug evidence; all 

requests must be approved by the MSPCL – contact the MSPCL Case Management Unit for details. 
 

• Other – If you are unsure which analysis to request please consult an Evidence Technician at the window or 
call the Evidence Control Unit at 508-358-3155 prior to submission so that the lab can best serve your case 
requests.  
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