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FLEXIBLE REASSIGNMENT OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS
On March 10, 2020, Governor Charles D. Baker declared a State of Emergency in the Commonwealth to respond to the spread of COVID-19.  On March 18, 2020, Massachusetts Department of Public Health Commissioner Monica Bharel issued an Order facilitating flexible reassignment of physician assistants.
In accordance with the Commissioner’s Order, employers of physician assistants may designate a new supervising physician for the physician assistant as needed to maximize health care provider availability to respond to increased healthcare needs during the state of emergency.  Pursuant to this Order, a physician may delegate performance of medical services to a physician assistant and the physician assistant may perform such medical services provided that the following conditions have been met:

1.
The physician holds a current license issued by the Board of Registration in Medicine (BORIM), that is in good standing.

2.
The physician assistant holds a current license issued by the Board of Registration of Physician Assistants (BORPA), that is in good standing.

3.
The employer of the physician assistant is designating a new supervising physician to the physician assistant during the state of emergency in order to maximize health care provider availability for responding to the spread of COVID-19.

4.
The physician designated as the new supervising physician for the physician assistant assents to the role of supervising the physician assistant.

5.
The employer of the physician assistant maintains a record of the name and scope of practice of the supervising physician so designated, the name of the physician assistant, the supervising physician’s assent to the supervisory role, and the dates during which the designation applies.

6.
The supervising physician designated pursuant to this order has assessed the competence of the physician assistant, and the medical services delegated are within such competence as determined by the designated supervising physician.

7.
The supervising physician designated pursuant to this order, possesses the competence and ability to provide adequate supervision to ensure that accepted standards of medical practice are followed by the physician assistant.
BORIM will refrain from taking disciplinary action against the license of a physician who delegates the performance of medical services to a physician assistant in the absence of written protocols and prescriptive practice guidelines provided that the delegation conforms to the requirements of the March 18, 2020 Order facilitating flexible reassignment of physician assistants and this guidance.
BORPA will refrain from taking disciplinary action against the license of a physician assistant who performs medical services in the absence of written protocols and prescriptive practice guidelines provided that the delegation conforms to the requirements of the March 18, 2020 Order facilitating flexible reassignment of physician assistants and this guidance.

All other laws and regulations governing physician assistant practice and delegation of medical services to physician assistants remains in effect.  In particular, 243 CMR 2.08(2)(g) and 263 CMR 5.04(3)(g) continue to apply to situations where the supervising physician designated pursuant to this Order and guidance is unable or unavailable to be the principal medical decision maker.  In such instances, another licensed physician must be designated to assume temporary supervisory responsibilities of a physician assistant. The name and scope of responsibility for the physician providing the temporary supervision must be readily ascertainable from the records kept in the ordinary course of business which are available to patients. The supervising physician(s) of record is ultimately responsible for insuring that each task performed by a physician assistant is properly supervised. A physician assistant may not supplant a licensee as the principal medical decision maker.
The Order and this guidance are in effect and shall remain in effect until the State of Emergency is terminated by the Governor, or the Order is rescinded by the Commissioner, whichever shall happen first.
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