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MAXIMIZING AVAILABILITY OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS
January 13, 2022
In accordance with the Order of the Commissioner of Public Health (COVID-19 Public Health Emergency Order 2022-02) dated January 13, 2022, in order to maximize health care provider availability and to respond to increased healthcare needs during the public health emergency, employers of physician assistants may allow qualified physician assistants in good standing to practice without designating a supervising physician and without preparing and signing prescriptive practice or scope of practice guidelines, provided the following conditions are satisfied: 
1. The physician assistant holds a current license issued by the Board of Registration of Physician Assistants (BORPA), that is in good standing;
2. The physician assistant is employed by a physician, group of physicians, or healthcare facility where physician assistants and physicians work together to provide patient care;
3. The employer and the physician assistant determine the services provided by the physician assistant are within the education, training, experience, and competencies of the physician assistant; and
4. The physician assistant is not utilized as the sole medical personnel in charge of emergency services, outpatient services, or any other clinical service. 
Nothing in the Order or this Guidance shall allow a physician assistant to practice independently outside of a physician practice or healthcare facility.  

The physician assistant’s supervising physician is not responsible for the physician assistant’s expanded practice pursuant to the Order. 

For the purposes of the Order, “in good standing” shall include a license that is subject to non-disciplinary conditions but shall not include a license that is on probation, revoked, cancelled, surrendered, suspended, or subject to disciplinary restrictions.

All applicable statues, regulations, and Guidance not inconsistent with the Order remain in effect.  

BORIM will refrain from taking disciplinary action against the license of a physician who delegates the performance of medical services to a physician assistant in the absence of written protocols and prescriptive practice guidelines provided that the delegation conforms to the requirements of the January 13, 2022 Order and this Guidance.
BORPA will refrain from taking disciplinary action against the license of a physician assistant who performs medical services in the absence of written protocols and prescriptive practice guidelines provided that the delegation conforms to the requirements of the January 13, 2022 Order and this Guidance.
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