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Order of the Commissioner of Public Health

AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL INDIVIDUALS TO ADMINISTER COVID-19 VACCINATIONS 

On June 14, 2021, the Commissioner of the Department of Public Health (“DPH” or “the Department”) issued an Order to allow certain individuals to administer those COVID-19 vaccines with Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, as set out in the Order and this guidance, and in compliance with the EUA.  
These certain individuals, herein known as “certain individuals”, include: 
· Podiatrists licensed pursuant to G.L. c. 112, § 16;

· Phlebotomists, which means persons whose responsibilities include, but are not limited to, collecting blood samples from patients under the supervision of a physician, nurse practitioner or physician assistant licensed in Massachusetts, separating blood into different test tubes in order for it to be used in medical tests, accurately labeling said tubes and ensuring correct samples are sent to the laboratory; 

· Medical assistants who otherwise do not meet the requirements to administer vaccine pursuant to G.L. c. 112, § 265 and DPH guidance; and 
· Designated Massachusetts Military Division vaccinators, which means military personnel who are certified by the United States Army as Combat Lifesavers. 

By the Order and this guidance, the Department is making designated vaccines more accessible by authorizing certain individuals to possess and administer those COVID‑19 vaccines with EUA to persons ages 3 and older according to ACIP’s standard immunization schedule and in conformance with each vaccine’s EUA.  
Such certain individuals may administer those COVID-19 vaccines with EUA, as designated in the Order, provided the following requirements are satisfied:  

· the vaccine is administered only in accordance with the order or prescription of a duly registered practitioner authorized to issue an order or prescription for a vaccine pursuant to G.L. c. 94C;
· the authorized individual has received proper training and supervision in the administration of the vaccine, including certification in Basic Life Support;
· the authorized activity is limited to the physical acts of possessing and administering a vaccine and providing emergency medication to manage a vaccine reaction in accordance with a standing order; 

· the authorized individual complies with written protocols to ensure proper storage, handling, and return of vaccine; record keeping regarding administration; response to adverse events; and safe and appropriate administration of the vaccine; and

· the authorized individual complies with all other requirements of 105 CMR 700.000.
A medical assistant, phlebotomist, or Designated Massachusetts Military Division vaccinator must be authorized and directly supervised by a licensed and qualified health care professional, who shall confirm appropriate training.
Contact Information

Please direct all questions to DCP at: dcp.dph@mass.gov 
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