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Mayflower Wind Project
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• Lease Area OCS-A 0521

• Two export cable routes 
• Falmouth, MA 

• Brayton Point, Somerset, MA

• Spring 2022 Benthic Survey focused on Brayton Point 
export cable corridor (ECC)

• Brayton Point ECC in Federal Waters: 

~145 km

• Brayton Point ECC in State Waters:

~32.5 km in RI state waters

~3.5 km in MA state waters
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Spring 2022 Benthic Survey
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Sixth benthic survey conducted by Mayflower Wind 
between 2020 and 2022
Sediment Grab Samples
• Biotic community lab analysis
• Grain size analysis
• Total organic carbon analysis
• GrabCam video

SPI/PV Images
• Benthic surface
• Shallow sediment
• Including transects across the export cable 

corridor

Video transects



Shallow Water Benthic Survey Vessel - Galatea
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• Length: 46 feet

• Operational Water Depth: >10 feet



Deep Water Benthic Survey Vessel – Warren Junior
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• Length: 150 feet

• Operational water depths: >20 feet



Marine Mammal Protection
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Strike Avoidance Measures (All Vessels)

• Vessels greater than 65 feet in length operate at speeds below 10 
knots between November 1 and July 31

• Monitor for DMAs and operate at 10 knots or less in DMA areas

• Maintain separation distance of at least 500m with observed North 
Atlantic Right Whale (NARW) and 100m for other large whales

Incidental Harassment Authorization from NMFS for geophysical surveys

• Protected Species Observers (PSOs) on geophysical survey vessels

• Implement IHA procedures

• Monitor during surveys

• Implement mitigation measures if protected species enter "exclusion 
zone" set by NMFS

Humpback Whale

Common Dolphin

Gray Seal



Thank You
Questions and Comments?
Erin.healy@mayflowerwind.com
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Ørsted Offshore 
North America
Northeast Program Update

April 2022

MA EEA Habitat Working Group 
Meeting on Offshore Wind
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Operational

Under construction

Awarded

Ørsted Offshore North America portfolio
Awarded over 4,000 MW of offshore capacity on the East coast

In Operation

Block Island Wind Farm (BIWF): 30MW

Awarded

Revolution Wind (REV): 50/50 JV w/ Eversource, 704MW (400MW to RI, 304MW to CT)

South Fork Wind (SFW): 50/50 JV w/ Eversource, 132MW

Sunrise Wind (SRW): 50/50 JV w/ Eversource, approximately 924MW

Ocean Wind 1 (OCW1): 75/25 JV with PSEG, 1,100MW

Ocean Wind 2 (OCW2): 1,148MW

Skipjack Wind 1 (SJW1): 120MW

Skipjack Wind 2 (SJW2): 846MW
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Orsted Northeast Program
50/50 JV with Eversource

South Fork

• Lease Area OCS-A 0517 

• Deliver power to the East Hampton, NY

• NY Article VII approved March 2021

• COP Approval expected January 18, 2022

Revolution

• Lease Area OCS-A 0486 

• Interconnect to the existing Davisville Substation, RI

• RI EFSB Hearings underway

• RI CRMC and RI DEM permit applications under review

• DEIS July 2022, FEIS March 2023

Sunrise

• Lease Area OCS-A 0487

• Proposed interconnection at Holbrook Substation, NY

• NY Article VII Settlement meetings underway

• DEIS October 2022, FEIS July 2023
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Northeast Program Update

FISHERIES SURVEYS

• SFW (underway)

• Beam Trawl

• Gillnet Survey 

• Fish Pot Survey 

• Ventless Trap Survey

• REV/SRW (delayed by permitting)

• Bottom Trawl Survey

• REV (delayed by permitting)

• Ventless Trap Survey 

ACOUSTIC TELEMETRY SURVEYS

• Highly Migratory Species (SFW/REV/SRW- receivers will be 

deployed this spring)

• Export Cable (SFW-underway/SRW-planned for this summer)

BENTHIC SURVEYS (planned)

• Soft and Hard Bottom Habitats (SFW/REV)

• Soft Bottom Habitats (SRW)

*Photos courtesy of RI Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation 
27 April 2022
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Northeast Program Update

MARINE MAMMAL LONG TERM PAM

• SFW: 2 Long Term archival recorder’s deployed in fall

• REV: Long Term recorder deployments anticipated in 2023

• SRW: Long Term recorder deployments anticipated in 2023

MARINE MAMMAL & SEA TURTLE VOLUNTARY STUDIES

• Ocean Wind ECO-PAM (WHOI/Mark Baumgartner): buoy 

deployed thru mid –summer south of Martha’s Vineyard

• REV

• Mystic Aquarium/Dr. Tracy Romano: studies commencing 

include laboratory e-DNA and stress studies and seal and ST 

tagging

• SRW

• PINNI-POD (AMSEAS/Rob DiGiovanni): 3 tags deployed to 

date on harbor seals

• Syracuse U/Susan Parks: acoustic density estimation study 

using Cape Cod data and Opportunistic Focal data collection of 

large whales

• ECO-POD (Stony Brook U/Joe Warren and Lesley Thorne): 

Desktop zooplankton studies underway, field surveys commence 

~ June 2022

*Photos courtesy of JASCO Applied Sciences; WHOI; Stockton U; 
AMSEAS/Wildlife Computers and Getty Images

27 April 2022
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Northeast Program Update – Monitoring for Birds and Bats

Vessel-based observers Roseate tern

NORTHEAST PROGRAM 
CONSIDERATIONS 

(REVOLUTION & SUNRISE)

• Tailored to project “risk profile”

• Focus on filling priority data gaps

• Monitor across projects where 
feasible

• Build upon South Fork; may include 
address different monitoring 
questions using different technologies

• Work within offshore logistical and 
health & safety constraints

SOUTH FORK WIND POST-
CONSTRUCTION MONITORING 

FRAMEWORK

• MOTUS receiving stations & funding 
Roseate Tern movement study

• Ship-based avian point count 
behavioral surveys

• Acoustic monitoring for nocturnal 
migratory birds and bats

• Worker Incidental Reporting System 
for dead/injured birds & bats

• Adaptive monitoring

• Reporting 



Thank you
Melanie Gearon
Head of Northeast Permitting
melge@orsted.com
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MA Habitat Working Group Update 



www.vineyardoffshore.com
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