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Agenda

• Thanksgiving Travel
• Wrong Way Vehicle Detection Pilot
• Snow and Ice Update
• Appendix: Thanksgiving week key corridor travel predictions



Thanksgiving Travel

• Plan ahead for busy holiday travel week
• To minimize unnecessary impacts, MassDOT is:
• Prohibiting unscheduled work outside of fixed 

work zones from Tuesday, Nov. 22 at 5 a.m. 
through Monday, Nov. 28, at 9 p.m. 

• Opening HOV “zipper” lane on Southeast 
Expressway extended hours on Tuesday, Nov. 22, 
and Wednesday, Nov. 23 (*Lane will not be opened 
on Thursday, Nov. 24, Friday, Nov. 25)

• Pausing Sumner Tunnel weekend closures: tunnel 
will remain open for use on both weekends before 
and after Thanksgiving



Thanksgiving Travel Challenges and Timeframes
• Predicted travel impacts: Turnpike between I-84 and I-495 



Thanksgiving Travel Challenges and Timeframes
• Predicted travel impacts: Southeast Expressway



Wrong Way Vehicle Detection Pilot
• $2.6 million pilot program focused on 16 ramps across Massachusetts
• Installation ongoing throughout this week; network expected to be operational by spring 2023



Wrong Way Vehicle Detection Pilot

• Solar powered system uses thermal camera detection units
• Upon detection, system activates LED flashing sign at ramp
• Notification sent to HOC, MSP for response



Wrong Way Vehicle Detection Pilot



Snow and Ice Update 
• As of now, 550 MassDOT and 3,057 pieces of vendor equipment ready for use

• ~9.5 percent decrease from last year; however, vendor equipment applications are still in process
• District maintenance garages are performing preseason maintenance and repairs on all MassDOT

snow and ice equipment
• All MassDOT staff involved with snow and ice will receive operations training; ongoing through mid-

December

Material on hand: 
• Salt (tons): 272,800
• MgCl (gallons): 591,200
• Blended brine (gallons): 72,612

• MassDOT takes delivery of salt on an ongoing basis under 
statewide contract

• Current shipping costs create upward pressure on price
• Municipalities can purchase off MassDOT contract to 

mitigate price increases



Appendix: 
Thanksgiving Week Key Corridor and Predictions (1 of 3)
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