Re:


164 Mashapaug Road, Inc.

d.b.a.:

Town Crier Tavern

Premise:

164 Mashapaug Road 

City/Town:
Holland, MA 01521

Heard:

January 6, 2009


DECISION


A Commission hearing was held to determine whether 164 Mashapaug Road, Inc. (licensee) was in violation of 204 CMR 2.05 (1)- Permitting Gambling.


The licensee stipulated to the facts of the Investigator’s report.  Investigator Dennis Keefe testified that:


 On Thursday, November 6, 2008 Investigators Kujawski and Keefe investigated the business operation of the 164 Mashapaug Road, Inc. While on the licensed premises, they observed two automatic amusement devices: Super Poker machine and Queen Bee machine located in a room directly behind the bar area.  

Investigators Kujawski and Keefe identified themselves to the bartender on duty and asked her to explain what the machines were for.  The bartender stated that the machines were Video Poker and the bar was paying out cash on them.  Investigators asked the bartender to open the machines, which she did.  She stated she had collected $80.00 US Currency from the Super Poker machine, and collected $60.00 US Currency from the Queen Bee machine.  The bartender went behind the bar and provided the investigators with two slips, one that had the name Richie on it with 360 points also written.  The other slip had the name Sunny on it with 560 points and 900 points also written on the slip.  

While investigating the 2 video devices, Investigators observed the following characteristics on both devises that we know from our training and experience indicated that the devices are used for the purpose of gambling.  

· Both video devices accepted US Currency ranging from $1, 5, 10 and 20.    

· Each video device had markings that indicated “for amusement only”.

· After inserting the required amount of money into the machine, a player selected the number of credits (the amount he wanted to bet). The machine “registered” the bet by displaying the number of credits he had selected.
Investigator Keefe then spoke with the owner, Eric Bayliss, over the phone and asked him if his bar was paying out on their machines.  Bayliss stated that they were indeed paying out.  Bayliss stated he understood and that he would remove the machines immediately.  Bayliss along with the bartender were very cooperative during the investigation.  


The Commission finds the licensee in violation of 204 CMR 2.05 (1)- Permitting Gambling and, therefore, suspends the licensee’s license for 5 days
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Dated in Boston, Massachusetts this 7th day of January 2009.

You have the right to appeal this decision to the Superior Courts under the provisions of Chapter 30A of the Massachusetts General Laws within thirty days of receipt of this decision. 
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