


Meeting Minutes
Human Rights Advisory Committee
June 24, 2025 at 10:30AM
In Person/Virtually via Zoom

I. Welcome

	A. In Attendance
		1. Alan Milsted, Committee Member
		2. Kelli Hyland, Committee Member Emeritus
		3. Michael Gaffey, Committee Member (left 11:55AM)
		4. Lauren Giordano, Committee Member
		5. Mary Kae Marinac, Committee Member	
		6. Joseph Weru, Human Rights Director
		7. Tommy Stoddard, Committee Member
		8. Karen Carpenter, Committee Member Emeritus
		9. Alexandra Selman, Human Rights Specialist
		10. Anne Phelan, Committee Member
		11. Nate Hoover, Human Rights Specialist
		12. Ann Dorr, Committee Member
		13. Becky Christie, Co-Chair
		14. Amy Boone, Human Rights Specialist
		15. Steve Saunders, Co-Chair
		16. Katie Driscoll, Committee Member
		17. Adriana Brooks-Baymon, Committee Member
		18. Nancy Gardner
		19. Jonathan l/n/u
		20. Robert Smith, Secretary (left 12:02PM)

Absent: Asela Jayasinghe, Keith Miller, Tuan Le, Leonardo Luczynski-Badia, Jaclyn Grant

	B. Hybrid Meeting Guidelines

		1. Voting has to be by voice vote

		2. If someone goes offline it gets mentioned in minutes

II. Review of May Minutes

A. Last point in minutes re: Restraint Subcommittee—limiting definition of “restraint” to that contained in DDS regulations.

B. Tommy moved to adopt minutes subject to revision listed in Subparagraph A.  Steven seconded.  Motion carried unanimously

III. Office Updates

	A. DDS Central Office moving to 40 Broad Street Boston

	B. Actions by Federal Agencies

1. Inform the Commissioner of any ICE action re: individuals, families or support staff.

2. Question posed: is there a DDS policy re: immigration enforcement, or a contact person at DDS?

i. Office of Human Rights reached out to Office of Immigration and Refugees.  They are doing “Know your Rights” trainings—training scheduled for this Friday at 10AM.  OHR will distribute information.

ii. Central Office did a know your rights training a few months ago.

a. How to we get this information to support staff, people served, and parents and families?

			iii. Ann Dorr found ICE protocols for individuals with ID online.

				a. Nothing changing with DDS’ approach to support.
				b. Continue to enforce privacy protections and individual rights

	C. Question Posed by Commissioner re: Why do we do what we do?
		
		1. Social Role Valorization

i. Beginning in 1960s policy of “normalization” to prevent social isolation, but it did not solve the problem of inclusion.	

ii. We gain value as individuals through the roles we fill throughout our lives.

iii. When community sees individual’s real value, barriers will drop.

iv. Commissioner Peterson was at Direct Support Professionals’ Conference—asked for more information re: Social Role Valorization

	IV. OHR Updates

		A. Amy: Networking meeting this Friday—discussing the use of tech and cameras

		B. Need updated group email list

		C. Alexandra: Trying to focus on connecting with direct support staff.
1. First question posed to direct support: how do we partner with existing human rights safeguards to make this last—how are direct support staff being supported?

2. Receiving calls re: DPPC process particularly concerning injuries of unknown origin.

	V. Commissioner’s Meeting Feedback

A. There are two sets of meeting minutes (December and May) containing the Commissioner’s comments.  Becky to distribute so people can review and reply with questions.

1. Might be helpful to look at areas where Commissioner asked Committee for assistance.

	VI. Annual Report

A. Some revisions made to report.  Received feedback from committee members, will incorporate and revise final document.	

	VI. Plans for Upcoming Year

A. Becky will distribute current human rights policies to committee for annual review.	

B. Restraint Subcommittee will continue to meet.  Guardianship Subcommittee had yet to meet (1 subcommittee at a time).

C. Monitor CMS funding situations around the country.

D. Continue regular communications with Commissioner.

E. Improve relationship with Legal and do more policy review.

F. Continue to have guest speakers and updates from Central Office.

G. Continue voter registration and training.

H. Amy and Keith to resume work on packet of orientation materials for new HRAC members.

I. Press for guardianship recommendations to be reviewed by Legal.

Next Meeting scheduled for September 23, 2025.
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