


Meeting Minutes
Human Rights Advisory Committee
May 27, 2025 at 10:30AM
Virtually via Zoom

1. Welcome
A. In Attendance
1. Becky Christie, Co-Chair
2. Steven Saunders, Co-Chair
3. Joseph Weru, Director of Human Rights
4. Nate Hoover, Human Rights Specialist
5. Alan Milsted, Committee Member
6. Anne Fracht, Committee Member
7. Karen Carpenter, Committee Member Emeritus
8. Amy Boone, Human Rights Specialist
9. Asela Jayasinghe, Committee Member
10. Tuan Le, Committee Member
11. Dotty Foley, Committee Member
12. May Kae Marinac, Committee Member
13. Alexandra Selman, Human Rights Specialist
14. Anne Phelan, Committee Member
15. Leonardo Luczynski-Badia, Human Rights Specialist
16. Jaclyn Grant, Committee Member
17. Ann Dorr, Committee Member Emeritus
18. Adrianna Brooks-Baymon, Committee Member
19. Michael Gaffey, Committee Member
20. Robert Smith, Secretary
Absent: Kelli Hyland, Katie Driscoll, Keith Miller, Lauren Giordano

2. Commissioner’s Address
A. New Changes/Developments
1. New administration at the Federal level has led to a large number of new developments
i. DDS has limited exposure via Federal grants and funding.  
ii. Commissioner has been in conversations with sister agencies and her counterparts in other states in order to be ready to pivot if necessary. 

B. Things Commissioner would look to HRAC to Provide
1. Lots of materials HRAC developed pre-date the pandemic.  Commissioner would like to get back on track with those objectives.
2. Identify videos, materials and trainings to share with individuals via the DDS newsletter and social media.  
3. Looking for representation on various boards and committees from people with lived experience.  Asking HRAC to identify individuals to fill committees.
4. Better understand impacts of MCAS elimination as a standard for graduation—how is that affecting people with disabilities?  
i. People are graduating before 688 transition planning occurs—they don’t know their rights and the impact of leaving school early.
C. Questions
1. If you could change/prioritize the strengthening of human rights, what would you do?
A. Education about rights.  Knowing one’s rights is fundamental to exercising those rights
2. Consider making internet safety training a priority.  Currently not enough staff to train individuals on internet safety—results in individuals having their internet access restricted.
3. How do we as a committee respond to misinformation regarding topics such as autism?  Could we as a committee advocate in the face of misinformation?
A. A statement from HRAC would be helpful, probably not sent to the source of the misinformation, but instead directed to the people we support to help deal with anxiety and uncertainty.
4. How has the immigration crackdown affected families served by DDS?  Is information being communicated by DDS?
A. DDS has been working with Department of Immigrants and Refugees to distribute Know Your Rights materials to families.  
3. Minutes from April
Michael Gaffey moved to adopt April minutes as drafted.  Steven seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 	
	4. June Meeting Update
A. Jaclyn contacted Fish and Wildlife and the Worcester Area Office.  Neither had space available. 
B. Joseph will check with Worcester Public Library to see if they have space.
C. Leo can check with 7 Hills in Worcester to see if they have a conference room available.
D. Can we extend the meeting to have a little more time for discussion/socialization?  Extend it to 10:30-12:30.  
E. Would the conference room need tech access for virtual participation?  Yes.  Open Meeting Law would require it
F. Invite Anne Phelan to speak re: the development of the Fernald Center as a recreation area.

5. Annual Report
	Submit feedback to Becky by next Tuesday (June 3).

6. Restraint Subcommittee Update
	A. Meeting held.  Next meeting scheduled for June 12
	B. First meeting was the start of defining subcommittee’s role.  
i. How is the term “restraint” used?  DDS looked at “restraints” as physical holdings only.  Is this consistent with rest of the country?
ii. What are the types of restraints, what are the challenges faced, and what is DDS doing to ensure the number of restraints decrease?
iii. Consider narrowing focus to restraints vs. all restrictive practices—lets not make the scope too broad.
iv. Look at the number of restraints, did any injuries emerge from the restraints, and whether the cause justified the restraint.
v. Consider asking Commissioner what she prefers the subcommittee to work on.
C. Positive Behavioral Supports (“PBS”): the best way to reduce restraints is to train people on PBS.  Is that the subcommittee’s role?
i. Proposal for Tommy to discuss PBS training with Mary Jane Fellows.	
		
	7. Bylaws Update
		Bylaws are currently being reviewed by Legal.

	8. Nominations and Elections
Michael moved to nominate/elect incumbents (Becky Christie Co-Chair, Steven Saunders Co-Chair, Robert Smith Secretary).  Motion carried unanimously.

	9. Human Rights Updates
		Tabled until June.

	10. Human Rights Policy Review
HRAC must review Human Rights policies once per year.  Must note at September meeting minutes that review has taken place. 

Tommy moved to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned 12:06PM.  
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