
MGL Chapter 265, Section 50 (Sex Trafficking) 

Section 50: Trafficking of persons for sexual servitude; trafficking of persons under 18 

years for sexual servitude; trafficking by business entities; penalties; tort actions 

brought by victims 

Section 50. (a) Whoever knowingly: (i) subjects, or attempts to subject, or recruits, entices, harbors, 

transports, provides or obtains by any means, or attempts to recruit, entice, harbor, transport, provide 

or obtain by any means, another person to engage in commercial sexual activity, a sexually-explicit 

performance or the production of unlawful pornography in violation of chapter 272, or causes a person 

to engage in commercial sexual activity, a sexually-explicit performance or the production of unlawful 

pornography in violation of said chapter 272; or (ii) benefits, financially or by receiving anything of 

value, as a result of a violation of clause (i), shall be guilty of the crime of trafficking of persons for 

sexual servitude and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not less than 5 years but 

not more than 20 years and by a fine of not more than $25,000. Such sentence shall not be reduced to 

less than 5 years, or suspended, nor shall any person convicted under this section be eligible for 

probation, parole, work release or furlough or receive any deduction from his sentence for good 

conduct until he shall have served 5 years of such sentence. No prosecution commenced under this 

section shall be continued without a finding or placed on file. 

(b) Whoever commits the crime of trafficking of persons for sexual servitude upon a person under 18 

years of age shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for life or for any term of years, but 

not less than 5 years. No person convicted under this subsection shall be eligible for probation, parole, 

work release or furlough or receive any deduction from his sentence for good conduct until he shall 

have served 5 years of such sentence. 

(c) A business entity that commits trafficking of persons for sexual servitude shall be punished by a fine 

of not more than $1,000,000. 

(d) A victim of subsection (a) may bring an action in tort in the superior court in any county wherein a 

violation of subsection (a) occurred, where the plaintiff resides or where the defendant resides or has a 

place of business. Any business entity that knowingly aids or is a joint venturer in trafficking of persons 

for sexual servitude shall be civilly liable for an offense under this section. 



MGL Chapter 265, Section 51 (Labor Trafficking) 

Section 51: Trafficking of persons for forced service; victims under 18 years; trafficking 

by business entities; penalties; tort actions brought by victims 

Section 51. (a) Whoever knowingly: (i) subjects, or attempts to subject, another person to forced 

services, or recruits, entices, harbors, transports, provides or obtains by any means, or attempts to 

recruit, entice, harbor, transport, provide or obtain by any means, another person, intending or 

knowing that such person will be subjected to forced services; or (ii) benefits, financially or by 

receiving anything of value, as a result of a violation of clause (i), shall be guilty of trafficking of persons 

for forced services and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not less than 5 years 

but not more than 20 years and by a fine of not more than $25,000. Such sentence shall not be reduced 

to less than 5 years, or suspended, nor shall any person convicted under this section be eligible for 

probation, parole, work release or furlough or receive any deduction from his sentence for good 

conduct until he shall have served 5 years of such sentence. No prosecution commenced under this 

section shall be continued without a finding or placed on file. 

(b) Whoever commits the crime of trafficking of persons for forced services upon a person under 18 

years of age shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for life or for any term of years, but 

not less than 5 years. No person convicted under this subsection shall be eligible for probation, parole, 

work release or furlough or receive any deduction from his sentence for good conduct until he shall 

have served 5 years of such sentence. 

(c) A business entity that commits trafficking of persons for forced labor services shall be punished by a 

fine of not more than $1,000,000. 

(d) A victim of subsection (a) may bring an action in tort in the superior court in any county wherein a 

violation of subsection (a) occurred, where the plaintiff resides or where the defendant resides or has a 

place of business. Any business entity that knowingly aids or is a joint venturer in trafficking of person 

for forced labor or services shall be civilly liable for an offense under this section. 

 


