
Section 50: Trafficking of persons for sexual servitude; trafficking of persons under 18 years 
for sexual servitude; trafficking by business entities; penalties; tort actions brought by victims  

Section 50. (a) Whoever knowingly: (i) subjects, or attempts to subject, or recruits, entices, harbors, 
transports, provides or obtains by any means, or attempts to recruit, entice, harbor, transport, 
provide or obtain by any means, another person to engage in commercial sexual activity, a sexually-
explicit performance or the production of unlawful pornography in violation of chapter 272, or causes 
a person to engage in commercial sexual activity, a sexually-explicit performance or the production 
of unlawful pornography in violation of said chapter 272; or (ii) benefits, financially or by receiving 
anything of value, as a result of a violation of clause (i), shall be guilty of the crime of trafficking of 
persons for sexual servitude and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not less 
than 5 years but not more than 20 years and by a fine of not more than $25,000. Such sentence 
shall not be reduced to less than 5 years, or suspended, nor shall any person convicted under this 
section be eligible for probation, parole, work release or furlough or receive any deduction from his 
sentence for good conduct until he shall have served 5 years of such sentence. No prosecution 
commenced under this section shall be continued without a finding or placed on file.  

(b) Whoever commits the crime of trafficking of persons for sexual servitude upon a person under 18 
years of age shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for life or for any term of years, 
but not less than 5 years. No person convicted under this subsection shall be eligible for probation, 
parole, work release or furlough or receive any deduction from his sentence for good conduct until 
he shall have served 5 years of such sentence.  

(c) A business entity that commits trafficking of persons for sexual servitude shall be punished by a 
fine of not more than $1,000,000.  

(d) A victim of subsection (a) may bring an action in tort in the superior court in any county wherein a 
violation of subsection (a) occurred, where the plaintiff resides or where the defendant resides or has 
a place of business. Any business entity that knowingly aids or is a joint venturer in trafficking of 
persons for sexual servitude shall be civilly liable for an offense under this section.  

 

Section 51: Trafficking of persons for forced service; victims under 18 years; trafficking by 
business entities; penalties; tort actions brought by victims  
Section 51. (a) Whoever knowingly: (i) subjects, or attempts to subject, another person to forced services, or 
recruits, entices, harbors, transports, provides or obtains by any means, or attempts to recruit, entice, harbor, 
transport, provide or obtain by any means, another person, intending or knowing that such person will be 
subjected to forced services; or (ii) benefits, financially or by receiving anything of value, as a result of a 
violation of clause (i), shall be guilty of trafficking of persons for forced services and shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the state prison for not less than 5 years but not more than 20 years and by a fine of not more 
than $25,000. Such sentence shall not be reduced to less than 5 years, or suspended, nor shall any person 
convicted under this section be eligible for probation, parole, work release or furlough or receive any 
deduction from his sentence for good conduct until he shall have served 5 years of such sentence. No 
prosecution commenced under this section shall be continued without a finding or placed on file.  

(b) Whoever commits the crime of trafficking of persons for forced services upon a person under 18 years of 
age shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for life or for any term of years, but not less than 5 
years. No person convicted under this subsection shall be eligible for probation, parole, work release or 



furlough or receive any deduction from his sentence for good conduct until he shall have served 5 years of 
such sentence.  

(c) A business entity that commits trafficking of persons for forced labor services shall be punished by a fine of 
not more than $1,000,000.  

(d) A victim of subsection (a) may bring an action in tort in the superior court in any county wherein a 
violation of subsection (a) occurred, where the plaintiff resides or where the defendant resides or has a place of 
business. Any business entity that knowingly aids or is a joint venturer in trafficking of person for forced labor 
or services shall be civilly liable for an offense under this section.  

 

Section 52: Subsequent violations of Sec. 50 or 51; penalties; evidence of prior adjudication or 
conviction  

Section 52. (a) Whoever, after having been convicted of or adjudicated delinquent by reason of a violation of 
section 50 or 51, commits a second or subsequent violation of either section 50 or 51, shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the state prison for life or for any term of years, but not less than 10 years. Such sentence 
shall not be reduced to less than 10 years, or suspended, nor shall any person convicted under this section be 
eligible for probation, parole, work release or furlough or receive any deduction from his sentence for good 
conduct until he shall have served 10 years of such sentence. No prosecutions commenced under this section 
shall be continued without a finding or placed on file.  

(b) In any prosecution commenced pursuant to this section, introduction into evidence of a prior adjudication 
or conviction or a prior finding of sufficient facts by either certified attested copies of original court papers, or 
certified attested copies of the defendant's biographical and informational data from records of the department 
of probation, any jail or house of correction or the department of correction, shall be prima facie evidence that 
the defendant before the court has been convicted previously by a court of the commonwealth or any other 
jurisdiction. Such documentation shall be self-authenticating and admissible, after the commonwealth has 
established the defendant's guilt on the primary offense, as evidence in any court of the commonwealth to 
prove the defendant's prior conviction described therein. The commonwealth shall not be required to introduce 
any additional corroborating evidence or live witness testimony to establish the validity of such prior 
conviction.  

 

Section 7: Support from, or sharing, earnings of prostitute  
Section 7. Whoever, knowing a person to be a prostitute, shall live or derive support or maintenance, in whole 
or in part, from the earnings or proceeds of his prostitution, from moneys loaned, advanced to or charged 
against him by any keeper or manager or inmate of a house or other place where prostitution is practiced or 
allowed, or shall share in such earnings, proceeds or moneys, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state 
prison for a period of five years and by a fine of five thousand dollars.  

The sentence of imprisonment imposed under this section shall not be reduced to less than two years, nor 
suspended, nor shall any person convicted under this section be eligible for probation, parole, or furlough or 
receive any deduction from his sentence for good conduct or otherwise until he shall have served two years of 
such sentence. Prosecutions commenced under this section shall not be continued without a finding nor placed 
on file.  



Section 53A: Engaging in sexual conduct for a fee; engaging in sexual conduct with child 
under age 18 for a fee; penalties  
Section 53A. (a) Whoever engages, agrees to engage or offers to engage in sexual conduct with another person 
in return for a fee, shall be punished by imprisonment in the house of correction for not more than 1 year or by 
a fine of not more than $500, or by both such imprisonment and fine, whether such sexual conduct occurs or 
not.  

(b) Whoever pays, agrees to pay or offers to pay another person to engage in sexual conduct, or to agree to 
engage in sexual conduct with another person, shall be punished by imprisonment in the house of correction 
for not more than 2 and one-half years or by a fine of not less than $1,000 and not more than $5,000, or by 
both such imprisonment and fine, whether such sexual conduct occurs or not.  

(c) Whoever pays, agrees to pay or offers to pay any person with the intent to engage in sexual conduct with a 
child under the age of 18, or whoever is paid, agrees to pay or agrees that a third person be paid in return for 
aiding a person who intends to engage in sexual conduct with a child under the age of 18, shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 10 years, or in the house of correction for not more than 2 
and one-half years and by a fine of not less than $3,000 and not more than $10,000, or by both such 
imprisonment and fine, whether such sexual conduct occurs or not; provided, however, that a prosecution 
commenced under this section shall not be continued without a finding or placed on file.  

 

Section 2: Money laundering; penalties  
Section 2. Whoever knowingly:  

(1) transports or possesses a monetary instrument or other property that was derived from criminal activity 
with the intent to promote, carry on or facilitate criminal activity;  

(2) engages in a transaction involving a monetary instrument or other property known to be derived from 
criminal activity:  

(i) with the intent to promote, carry on or facilitate criminal activity; or  

(ii) knowing that the transaction is designed in whole or in part either to: (A) conceal or disguise the nature, 
location, source, ownership or control of the property derived from criminal activity; or (B) avoid a transaction 
reporting requirement of this chapter, of the United States, or of any other state; or  

(3) directs, organizes, finances, plans, manages, supervises or controls the transportation of, or transactions in, 
monetary instruments or other property known to be derived from criminal activity or which a reasonable 
person would believe to be derived from criminal activity shall be guilty of the crime of money laundering and 
shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 6 years or by a fine of not more than 
$250,000 or twice the value of the property transacted, whichever is greater, or by both such imprisonment and 
fine. Whoever commits a second or subsequent such offense shall be punished by imprisonment in the state 
prison for not less than 2 years, but not more than 8 years or by a fine of not more than $500,000 or 3 times the 
value of the property transacted, whichever is greater, or by both such imprisonment and fine.  
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