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Agenda



· Share data from FFY22 State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report
· Ask for your assistance to contextualize the data
· Ask for your advice for what the EI Division can do differently
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Why do we Submit an SPP/APR?



Statutory Requirement: 20 U.S.C. 1416(b)(1)(C) and 1442 of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), each Lead Agency must report annually, through the Part C SPP/APR

What’s the Purpose of the SPP/APR?



Evaluates the state's efforts to implement the requirements and purposes of Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

Reports on progress in meeting the measurable and rigorous targets the state established as part of its State Performance Plan

What Happens After we Submit the SPP/APR?



Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) designed for states to describe implementation and measurement of IDEA within the state system

Content and other state data inform OSEP determinations about whether the state “meets requirements” in implementing IDEA

Functions as a report for the state’s key representatives

What’s Included in the SPP/APR?



Results Indicators (2,3,4,5,9,10): focus on system and child and family outcomes; targets established by state

Compliance Indicators (1,7,8): 100% compliance is the requirement

State Updates: SPP/APR



Determinations: Based on the information provided in the state’s APR, information obtained through monitoring visits, and any other public information, the OSEP will determine if the state

· Meets Requirements
· Needs Assistance
· Needs Intervention
· Needs Substantial Intervention
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Indicator 2






What Percentage of Children Primarily Receive Services in the Natural Environment (i.e., locations where children without disabilities spend time)?

Services in the Natural Environment











Source: 618 Data Collected 10/1/23

Indicators 5 & 6






What Percentage of Children (birth to 1; birth to 3) are Served?

Infants Served
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Source: 618 Data Collected 10/1/23

We Need Your Advice & Assistance!


What are some ideas for outreach to families with birth-1- year olds?
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Total Children Served
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Source: 618 Data Collected 10/1/23

We Need Your Advice & Assistance!



We served 10.4% of all children in MA ages birth to three. Is this the right size for our system?
What makes you think that?
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Indicator 3, Summary Statement 1





What Percentage of Children who Entered Below Age Expectations Exit Early Intervention with Substantial Improvements?

Children who Entered Below Age-Expectations Making Substantial Improvements

Source: Exited 7/1/22-
6/30/23
& had 2 BDI-2s
during EI

We Need Your Advice & Assistance!


What made these improvements happen?
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We Need Your Advice & Assistance!


What ideas do you have for improving this result?

What steps do you recommend we take at the state-level to improve this outcome?



[image: Chart  Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
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Indicator 3, Summary Statement 2






What Percentage of Children who Exit Early Intervention Meet Age Expectations?

Children Meeting Age Expectations at Exit

Source: Exited 7/1/22-
6/30/23
& had 2 BDI-2s
during EI
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We Need Your Advice & Assistance!

What made these gains possible?
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State Updates: Results Indicator 3
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Indicator 4





What Percentage of Families Perceive Early Intervention to have Helped Their Family Know Their Rights, Effectively Communicate Their Child’s Needs, and Help Them Help Their Child Develop and Learn?

Families Perception of Early Intervention Services







[image: ]
Source: NCSEAM Impacts on Family Survey July 1, 2022-May 30, 2023
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We Need Your Advice & Assistance!


What do you see in the field that might be causing this decline? What ideas do you have for improvement?
What can we at the state-level do to increase this performance?
[image: ]
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Emily White, PhD, BCBA-D, LABA Part C Coordinator
Director, Early Intervention Division


Indicator 7






What Percentage of Children are Receiving an Initial Evaluation and IFSP Meeting within 45 days?
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45-day Evaluation & IFSP Meeting
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Source: FFY22 Quarter 3 (January 1, 2023 – March 30, 2023)

We Need Your Advice & Assistance!


What was changed last year to make this improvement?
What suggestions do you have supporting providers in correcting noncompliance?
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Indicator 1






What Percentage of Children are Receiving Services within 30
days of a Parent’s Consent?
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Services Within 30 days
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Source: FFY22 Quarter 3 (January 1, 2023 – March 30, 2023)

We Need Your Advice & Assistance!


What occurred in the field that contributed to this decline?
What do you recommend we do at the state level to improve timely delivery of services?
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Transition Plan Requirements

Every exiting toddler requires a transition plan

No later than 90 days before the toddler’s 3rd birthday, EIS programs must develop an IFSP with transition steps and services
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Who is Potentially Eligible?

Potentially eligible is defined in the Early Intervention Operational Standards
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LEA/SEA Notification Requirements

No Later Than 90 days before the child’s 3rd Birthday: for toddlers who are potentially eligible for Part B services
1. EIS programs must send notification to local education agency
2. EI Division must send notification to state education agency
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Transition Conference Requirements

Transition Conference must occur even if LEA is unable to attend





















Massachusetts Department of Public Health | mass.gov/dph	54


Indicator 8A





What Percentage of Children have an IFSP with Transition Steps and Services Developed no Later Than 90 days Before Their 3rd Birthday?
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Transition Plan Developed ≥ 90 days Before 3rd Birthday
















[image: A group of black and white lines  Description automatically generated with medium confidence]


Source: FFY22 Quarter 3 (January 1, 2023 – March 30, 2023)

We Need Your Advice & Assistance!


What made this successful?
What helped us reverse the trend? What are the remaining barriers?
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Indicator 8B





What Percentage of Potentially Eligible Children have Notification Sent to the Local Education Agency and the State Education Agency?

How is SEA Notification Completed?


LEA/SEA Notification ≥ 90 days Before 3rd Birthday
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Source: FFY22 Quarter 3 (January 1, 2023 – March 30, 2023)

We Need Your Advice & Assistance!



What are the barriers to timely data entry?
What do you recommend we do at the state level for data entry? What are the barriers to timely LEA Notification?
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Indicator 8C





What Percentage of Potentially Eligible Children have a Transition Conference no Later Than 90 days Before Their 3rd Birthday?

Transition Conference ≥ 90 days Before 3rd Birthday
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Source: FFY22 Quarter 3 (January 1, 2023 – March 30, 2023)

We Need Your Advice & Assistance!


What made this successful?
What helped us reverse the trend? What are the remaining barriers?
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OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS OSEP QA 24-01
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT

2023 EARLY CHILDHOOD TRANSITION QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

‘This IDEA 2023 Early Childhood Transition Questions and Answers document (2023 EC
Transition Q&A) under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) incorporates
longstanding policy and provides further clarification on early childhood transition requirements
as children transition from the IDEA Part C early intervention program to the IDEA Part B
preschool program, in response to questions received by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). This document updates OSEP’s 2009 Early Childhood Transition Frequently
Asked Questions (2009 FAQs) based on the 2011 IDEA Part C regulations and supplements the
2009 FAQs (which addressed transition data reporting questions under State Performance
Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR)). It also incorporates guidance from OSEP’s 2011
Letter to Infants and Toddler Coordinators Association (ITCA) and National Association of State
Directors of Special Education (NASDSE), as well as OSEP’s 2023 Letter to Nix.

‘The purpose of this 2023 EC Transition Q&A is to assist State lead agencies (LAs), early
intervention services (EIS) program and providers, State educational agencies (SEASs), and local
‘educational agencies (LEAS) in ensuring a seamless transition for children with disabilities who
received EIS under IDEA Part C to eligibility for and receipt of preschool services under

IDEA Part B.

LAs and SEAS must respectively monitor the implementation of IDEA Parts C and B
requirements, with a primary focus on improving early intervention and educational results and.
functional outcomes for all children with disabilities® and their families. 34 C.ER. §§ 300.600(b)
and 303.700(b). On July 24, 2023, OSEP issued guidance clarifying States’ general supervision
responsibilities under IDEA Parts B and C.* That guidance envisions that State general
supervision systems under IDEA help ensure statewide accountability and the full
implementation of IDEA that supports the improvement of functional outcomes and results for
children with disabilities.* Establishing and implementing an integrated general supervision
system supports the provision of early intervention services, supports developmental growth
‘opportunities to infants and toddlers with disabilities* and their families, and ensures children
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2023 EARLY CHILDHOOD TRANSITION QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Responsibilities for Notification

Q1

Al

What are the LA’s responsibilities under Part C of the IDEA regarding development
of a transition plan for toddlers with disabilities, consistent with
34 C.ER. § 303.209(d)2

‘The LA must ensure that a transition plan is established in the child's IFSP not fewer than
90 days (and at the discretion of all parties, not more than nine months) before the third
birthday for all toddlers who are exiting Part C and not just those who are potentially
eligible for Part B. 34 C.FR. § 303.209(d).

‘The transition plan must include steps for the toddler with a disability and their family to
exit from the Part C program and any transition services that the IFSP Team identifies as
needed by that toddler and their family. 34 C.FR. §§ 303.209(d)3) and 303.344(h). Steps
included in the IFSP’s transition plan should support the child's transition to an early
childhood program, and may include one of the following:

« Preschool services under IDEA Part B;
 Public Pre-Kindergarten;

 Head Start;

 Childeare program;

Other appropriate early childhood services;'"

+ Continued carly intervention services for children with disabilities from age three
until the beginning of the school year following the child’s third birthday; " and

+ Continued carly intervention services for children participating under a State’s
extended Part C option in IDEA Section 635(c) and 34 C.ER. § 303.21"2 from
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Early Intervention Operational Standards

D. TRANSITION PLANNING FOR CHILDREN POTENTIALLY ELIGIBLE FOR PART B SERVICES AT
AGE 3:

In Massachusetts, a child will be considered “potentially eligible” for Part B services if the child meets the criteria for

one or more of the following disabilities or impairments:*

1. Autism. A developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and nonverbal communication and social
interaction. The term shall have the meaning given it in federal law at 34 CFR §300.8(c) (1).

2. Developmental Delay. The learning capacity of a young child (3-9 years old) s significantly limited, impaired,
or delayed as exhibited by difficulties in one or more of the following areas: receptive and/or expressive
ies; physical functioning; social

language; cognitive al , emotional, or adaptive functioning; and/or self-

help

Is.
3. Sensory Impairment. The term shall include the following:

Hearing Impairment or Deaf. The capacity to hear, with amplification, is limited, impaired, or absent and
this results in one or more of the following: reduced performance in hearing-acuity tasks; difficulty with

ifficulty in understanding auditorally presented information in the education

oral communication; and/or
environment. The term includes students who are deaf and students who are hard of hearing.

Vision Impairment or Blind. The capacity to see, after correction, is limited, impaired, or absent and this
results in one or more of the following: reduced performance in visual-acuity tasks; difficulty with written
communication; and/or difficulty with understan
environment. The term includes students who are blind and students with limited vision.

g information presented visually in the education

Deafblind. Concomitant hearing and visual impairments, the combination of which causes severe

communication and other developmental and educational needs.

4. Neurological Impairment. The capacity of the nervous system is limited or impaired with difficulties
exhibited in one or more of the following areas: the use of memary, the control and use of cognitive
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Transition Conference: Part C Respons

Q6:

A6

2023 EARLY CHILDHOOD TRANSITION QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

ty
What are the LA’s and EIS program’s or provider’s responsibilities under Part C of
the IDEA for convening a transition conference with the LEA to ensure a seamless
transition for toddlers with disabilities turning three years old who are identified as
potentially eligible for preschool services under Part B of the IDEA, consistent with
34 C.ER.§303.209(0)(1)?

For a child exiting Part C who is potentially eligible for Part B preschool services,
“LA, with the approval of the family of the toddler, convenes a conference among the
LA, the family and the LEA, not fewer than 90 days and at the discretion of all parties,
not more than 9 months before the toddler’s third birthday to discuss any services the
toddler may receive under Part B.* 34 C.FR. § 303.209(c)(1). The transition conference
must meet the accessibility, convenience, and participant requirements for IFSP meetings
in 34 CFR. §§ 303.342(d) and (¢) and 303.343(a). The LA must provide written notice
of the transition conference to the family and other participants, which includes the LEA,
early enough before the meeting date to ensure that they will be able to attend, under
34CFR. §303.342(d)(2).

‘The LA may, but is not required to, combine the invitation to the transition conference in
34 CER. § 303.209(c)(1) and the transition notification in 34 C.F-R. § 303.200(b). If the
LA does not invite the parents and the appropriate LEA to the transition conference, it has
not met the IDEA transition conference requirements in 34 C.FR. § 303.209(c)(1). If the
LA provides timely notification to the SEA and the appropriate LEA and the LEA fails to
attend the transition conference, the LA must still hold the transition conference to
provide the family with information about Part B preschool services and may use the
transition conference meeting to develop or revise the transition plan in the child's IFSP.

Under SPP/APR Part C Indicator 8B, States are required to report the percentage of
toddlers with disabilities exiting Part C for whom the transition conference occurred at
least 90 days, and at the discretion of all parties not more than nine months, prior to the
toddler’s third birthday for toddlers potentially eligible for Part B preschool services. The
LA’s or EIS program’s or provider’s failure to conduct the transition conference
represents noncompliance with IDEA Part C requirements and denies the child and
family a smooth transition. Such noncompliance must be reported and reflected in the
State’s SPP/APR. Further, the State must take steps to ensure the EIS program or
provider is correctly implementing the specific regulatory requirements and has corrected
each individual case of child-specific noncompliance.
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‘What serice changes (i any) do e need fo support 2 smooth ransiton?
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Indicator

Description

Baseline

FFY17

FFY18

FFY19

FFY20

FFY21

FFY22

Trend

8B

% of toddlers with disabilities
exiting Part C for whom LEA and
SEA have been notified at least 90
days prior to the toddler's third

birthday

80.40%

86.88%

88.48%

80.55%

99.02%

78.24%
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Indicator

Description

Baseline

FFY17

FFY18

FFY19

FFY20

FFY21

FFY22

Trend

8C

% of toddlers with exiting Part C
for whom a transition conference
has been held with the approval
of the family least 90 days prior to
the toddler's third birthday

97.70%

99.89%

98.64%

99.80%

98.48%

98.72%
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Indicator

Description

Baseline

FFY17

FFY18

FFY19

FFY20 | FFY21

Trend

2

% of children who
primarily receive
services in natural
settings

98.80%

99.85%

99.94%

99.88%

98.86%

% of Infants &
toddlers birth to 1
with IFSPs

2.45%)

4.71%)

5.05%)

4.97%)

4.66%)|

% of Infants &
toddlers birth to 3
with IFSPs

5.90%)

9.54%)

10.05%

10.59%

10.45%
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Indicator

Description

Baseline

FFY17

FFY18

FFY19

FFY20

FFY21

FFY22

Trend

2

% of children who
primarily receive
services in natural
settings

98.80%

99.85%

99.94%

99.88%

98.86%

99.12%

% of Infants &
toddlers birth to 1
with IFSPs

2.45%

4.71%

5.05%

4.97%

4.66%

4.71%

% of Infants &
toddlers birth to 3
with IFSPs

5.90%

9.54%

10.05%

10.59%

10.45%

9.95%
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Indicator

Description

Baseline

FFY17

FFY18

FFY19

FFY20

FFY21

FFY22

Trend

5

% of Infants &
toddlers birth to 1
with IFSPs

2.45%

4.71%

5.05%

4.97%

4.66%

4.71%





