	Early Intervention ICC General Session (Round One)
Thursday, October 9, 2025
Minutes





The Massachusetts Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC) is a federally mandated statewide interagency group that advises and assists the Department of Public Health's Early Intervention system. All ICC meetings are open to the public. 
Appointed ICC members in attendance:  
Emily White, Jennifer Clark, Chris Hunt, Amy Whitehead-Pleaux, Lori Russell, Scott Geer, Colleen O'Brien, Kelly English, Amy Muehlberger, Dina Tedeschi, Melissa Adams, Madi Wachman, Stephanie Coburn, Colleen Wellman, Mallorie Brown, Michelle Grewal, Corinna Rea, Edith Benisty, Katie Brayden, Sandra Brown
DPH Staff: Kathleen Amaral, Liz Cox, Kris Martone-Levine 
Public Attendees: Jill DeCarteret, Mary Bishop, Lianne Renaud, Carie Miele, Gretchen Rowe, Elizabeth Small, Jessica Leonard, Tory Karlsen, Joanne Sweeney, Sarah Stone, Heather Biedrzycki, Leslie Siciliano, Karen Purtschert, Maura Buglione 
The meeting occurred virtually. 
Welcome and remarks by Mallorie Brown, ICC Co-chair and Parent Representative. 
Welcomed new members, Amy Muehlberger, Stephanie Coburn, Kristen Der, and Kelly English. Quorum established at 11:34 am and roll call was completed. Next, the agenda was reviewed.
The chairs opened the floor for a motion to approve the June 5, 2025, minutes. Edith Benisty made a motion to accept the minutes, with a minor correction to an incorrect date. Dina Tedeschi seconded, followed by a roll call. Motion passed at 11:41 am. 
Next, Kathleen Amaral provided an orientation presentation on ICC and walked through nine shared agreements for the group to consider as a framework for decision-making together as ICC members.
Next, there were committee updates by the FACE, Fiscal, and Service Quality committees.
Next, Emily White provided the Director's Report, which includes updates related to 
· Federal Updates 
· DMS 2.0 
· HHS Autism Report 
· Early Intervention Client System (EICS) Updates 
· Commercially Available Biomedical Markers Tests  
· Systems Improvement Grant 
· NCSEAM Impact on Families Scale Survey 
Public attendee, Carie Miele, responded to a question posed by Emily regarding data completeness for 2 BDIs. There was great success in raising it with the staff on the importance of having 2 BDIs and 2 data points. ICC Appointee Colleen Wellman commented that having specific slots throughout the week for evaluations and state waivers on evaluation times.  
Emily asked Colleen more about the evaluation slots and how they work. Colleen responded that it's based on the staff available to do the evaluations. A way to improve this would be to reach out to higher education and promote EI as a field of study. 
Emily described the difference between the reporting year, the fiscal year, and the FFY.  
Emily described indicator 3 and showed data broken down by summary statement.  Public Attendee Elizabeth Small asked whether programs could receive this data regularly. Lori asked about showing data by region. ICC Appointee Jennifer Clark asked when the data were collected and whether there might be a COVID impact. For instance, the first evaluation could have been conducted during COVID, which would have affected the results. SLP certification was mentioned, and the application process for SLP-CF. Must be a licensed SLP-CF 
Public attendee Gretchen Rowe stated Federal language on indicator four isn't clear – they pushed back on the narrative because it isn't 100% clear who impacts families' abilities to advocate for their child/ren. It isn't easy to see who has this impact. The mention of federal monies returned to the State was explained, including the restriction that the funding cannot be reallocated for other uses. 
Emily White motioned to adjourn at 1:35 pm, and Mallorie Brown seconded. Meeting adjourned at 1:36 pm. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kris Martone-Levine

	
	
	



	
	
	



