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1 This pro;ect would explore and implement the seedmg of sheliﬁsh in the segment of

. the Aberjona River between the Mystic Lakes and the Winchester/Woburn line. This

- segment of the river experiences a significant anadromous (river herring) migration,
which will spread shellfish along the river. An increased native shellfish population
will improve water guality, (one adult mussel can filter up to 15 gallons of water per
day; a 6-mile stretch of mussel beds can filter out over 25 tons of particulates per year)
and provide food to other wildlife.

In 2008-2008, the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries performed a “River
Herring Spawning and Nursery Habitat Assessment”, concluding that the river
contained sufficient suitable habitat to install two fish ladders.

We would hope to build on these findings to determine whether these same
conditions could provide suitable habitat to restore freshwater mollusks. The
proposed study would determine whether water quality will support freshwater
mussel/clam restoration, whether there exists a viable host fish population for the
foreseeable future, why mollusks may be absent, or if not absent, whether they have
they been surveyed appropriately, what are suitable locations to purchase “stocked”
shellfish - free of parasites and disease, not combined with invasive species, and
genetically compatible with mollusks currently in the river.

We have spoken to the Boston Malacological Society, which has expressed interest
and has recommended us to the New England Aquarium, and we hope that we would
have access to services from the Division of Marine Fisheries.
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