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Dear members of the Board and Staff:

I'm sorry | wasn't able to attend the July 20t public listening sessioh, but | was away on

a family vacation that week. | appreciate the opportunity to submit this letter.

As you may know; the Uniform Mechanical Code (UMC), published by IAPMO, was
selected by the Shest Metal Board as the base document for 271.CMR, the
Massachusetts Sheet Metal Code, following theit November 15, 2010 meeting. For the
benefit of the current board members who were not on the Sheet Metal Board at that
time, | wanted to briefly recap the process.

Both IAPMO and the ICC were given the opportunity to make presentations to the Sheet
Metal Board on the benefits of their respective mechanical codes. Following those
presentations and after careful consideration, the Board voted overwhelmingly (5-1) to
adopt the UMC as the base document for the Massachusetts Sheet Metal Code.

In the years that followed IAPMO worked hand-in-hand with the Board to develop
271.CMR, both at the publlc meetlngs and the many code sub-committee meetings.

There were numerous reasons the Sheet I‘u‘letal Board selected the UMC. These
included:;

1. The finished product is a customized version of the UMC. it is not a national
mechanical code with separate Massachusetts amendments, but rather
271.CMR: the Massachusetis Sheet Metal Code. ‘

2. IAPMO, as is our company policy, will provide complimentary training on the
code to all municipal sheet metal inspectors.

3. IAPMO will also provide complimentary copies of the Sheet Metal Code to all
inspectors who attend the training.

4, There are several support documents that accompany the UMC, including:

lllustrated Training Manual
b UMC Study Guide (for exam prep and students/apprentrces)
c. UMC Cumulative Analysis




International Code Councit
48 Dublin Drive

Miskayuna, MY 12309

tel: BBB.icc.safe {422.7233)

fax: 518.783.4570
wywwiccsafa.org

—
INTERNATIDONAL
CODE COUNCIE

several times, there are hundreds of individual sections that relate to sheet metal - from metal
roofing system materials, slopes and fastening to maintaining the proper fire and smoke ratings
of corridors through proper damper placement and installation to the many product and system -
standards that are fully addressed in the building code.

It is critical to bring up the abovementioned information since the past direction of the Board has
been to adopt a separate code with conflicting provisions to the State Building Code. -Therefore 1
recommend that the Board review the codes based on 9t Bdition of the State Building Code
found at: hitp://codes.icesafe.org/1-Codes.html and see what modifications might be needed.

The timing is perfect for the Board to get involved with the process befote the 9™ Edition of the,
State Building Code becomes effective. Whether a separate sheet metal code or modifications o
the IMC, or even the other MA. adopted codes is needed, the current process allows for that.

Lastly, 1 wanted to be sure you are aware that technical assistance, product evaluation reports,
training, certification, and other support materials are available to you. The International Code
Council is honored to partner with the Boatd to serve your needs. Thank you for the opportunity
to speak-to you today and I am pleased to answer any questions or provide you with any
additional documentation, - : ; ' ; .
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5. [APMO has two full-time staff who live in Massachusetts and will work with the
Sheet Metal Board during the entire process, just as they have been the past six
years.

6. 1APMO offers a toll-free code support “help line” which is available to everyone.

7. IAPMO is currently the sole administrator for the continuing education program

- for all Massachusetts municipal plumbing and gas inspectors and has been for
the past 14 years. IAPMO is also one of the approved administrators for the
Massachusetts plumbing and gasfitting licensee continuing education program,
which began eight years ago. Because of these two programs, we are ideally
suited to offer similar training on 271.CMR.

8. IAPMO’s Uniform Mechanical Code is supported by several industry trade
associations, including the National PHCC, American Society of Sanitary
Engineering (ASSE), the Sheet Metal Workers International Association
(SMWIA) and the Mechanical Contractors Association of America (MCAA).

9. Lastly, the UMC is the industry’s only national mechanical code that has been
accredited by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI).

Attached is a comparison chart that itemizes all of the above benefits.

IAPMO looks forward to continuing the excellent working relationship with the Sheet
Metal Board that we have enjoyed since it was established. Please feel free fo contact
me if you have any questions. Thank youl!

Smcerely, Emj
Bl

Gordon B. MacEwan
New England Regional Manager

Attachment




Mechanical CodeComparisoh-

Benefit

Uniform
Mechanical Code

Other national code(s)

Custom printed state-specific code book V-
Green Mechanical Supplement v

NFPA 54 Requirements include in the body v

of‘ the code

'Support documents including: Study Guide, v"
[llustrated Training Manual, and Cumuiative

Analysis

In-state support representatives (2} v

Free inspector training upon adoption V

Free code books for all inspectors upon v

adoption

Toll-free code support for anyone v

ANSI approved document Vv

Complimentary newsletter for inspectors v




