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Massachusetts Uniform Probate Code (G. L. c. 190B)  
Intestate Succession  

(for dates of death on or after March 31, 2012) 

 

 If the Decedent is survived by: The intestate estate passes 
to: 

1.   Spouse and Children (or the descendants of any pre-
deceased child) and… 
 
all surviving children are also children of the surviving 
spouse and the surviving spouse has no surviving children 
who are not children of the decedent.   
 

 Spouse Only. 

2. Spouse and Children (or the descendants of any pre-
deceased child) and… 
  
not all surviving children of the Decedent are also children 
of the surviving spouse; OR 
 
the surviving spouse also has surviving children who are not 
children of the Decedent. 
 

 Spouse AND decedent’s 
surviving children (and 
surviving descendants of any 
pre-deceased child). 

3. Spouse and NO Children  Spouse ONLY, if no surviving 
parents; OR  
 

 Spouse AND decedent’s 
surviving parent(s). 

 
 

4.   Children (or descendants of any pre-deceased child) and 
NO Spouse 

 Surviving Children ONLY (and 
surviving descendants of any 
pre-deceased child). 
 

5. Parents, and NO Spouse and NO Children   Surviving Parent(s) ONLY. 
 

6. Siblings (or descendants of any pre-deceased sibling), and 
NO Spouse, NO Children, and NO Parents 

 Surviving Siblings ONLY (and 
surviving descendants of any 
pre-deceased sibling). 
 

7. Kin and NO Spouse, NO Children, NO Parents, NO Siblings   Surviving closest relative 
according to degrees of 
kindred (see § 2-103(4)). 

8. No Taker  Commonwealth or 
 Soldiers Home (see § 2-105). 
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   Intestate Succession Pursuant to G. L. c. 190  
(for dates of death prior to March 31, 2012) 
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