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• MEPA Program

• When is MEPA Review Required?

• What Happens During MEPA Review?

• How to Participate in MEPA Process

• How to Contact MEPA
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Overview
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MEPA
Program

Massachusetts Environmental 
Policy Act (MEPA)
Modeled on federal program 

(called “NEPA”)
About 16 states have similar 

programs

Key principles
Conduct environmental review 

before project is approved
MEPA review is broad
Public participation is important



• MEPA: Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act
– M.G.L. c. 30, s. 61 to 62L; 301 CMR 11.00 (regulations)

• Purpose is to study environmental impacts of projects
– Project must make best efforts to avoid or minimize environmental harm

• Environmental justice (EJ) principles apply
– Any project near EJ communities must submit environmental impact 

report (EIR), if it is required to go through MEPA process (see next slide)
– Must address any identified harms to EJ communities

• MEPA does not directly approve/deny projects
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Purpose of MEPA



(1) First, the project must require “action” from an agency:

– If project is directly proposed by agency (mostly state agencies)

– If project requires permit/approval from agency

– If project requires funding or land/easement from agency

(2) Second, the project must involve a MEPA “review threshold”:

– Land, Rare Species, Wetlands, Water, Wastewater, Transportation, Energy, 
Air, Solid/Hazardous Waste, Historical/Archeological Resources, Areas of 
Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)
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When Is MEPA Review Required?



(1) “ENF” review (Environmental Notification Form)
– Project files an initial filing with MEPA Office (called “ENF” form).

– ENF is published in Environmental Monitor (twice/month; see next slide).

– Public comments are taken for 20 days, and decision issued wi/ 10 days. 
The decision provides guidance on what to include in the EIR.

(2) “EIR” review (Environmental Impact Report)
– Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is filed with MEPA Office.

– EIR is published in Environmental Monitor (twice/month).

– Public comments are taken for 30 days, and decision issued wi/ 7 days. The 
decision could state that EIR is adequate, or, if not, require more EIRs.

• ** As of Jan. 1, 2022, all projects near EJ communities must complete both steps above, 

if the project is required to go through MEPA review.
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What Happens During MEPA Review?



1. Check the Environmental Monitor for project filings.

2. Attend the MEPA site visit or remote consultation session.

3. Submit written comment letters on the project filing.

4. Reach out to the MEPA Office or assigned analyst (listed in 
the Environmental Monitor).

5. Reach out to the proponent contact (listed in the 
Environmental Monitor).

6. Reach out to local organizations active in your area (MEPA 
and EEA EJ office keep a list).
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How to Participate in MEPA Review



• Notice of all project filings are published in the 
Environmental Monitor
– https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/EEA/MEPA-eMonitor/home

• Published twice a month (typically, 10th and 20th of month)

• Public comment period begins once a project is published, 
and a MEPA analyst is assigned

• Anyone can sign up to be notified each time the 
Environmental Monitor is published
– Email MEPA@mass.gov or follow directions indicated in later slides
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Environmental Monitor

https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/EEA/MEPA-eMonitor/home
mailto:MEPA@mass.gov


• Notice of site visit or remote consultation is published in the 
Environmental Monitor.

• This is an opportunity to ask questions or share thoughts on 
project; however, only written comments will be attached to 
the MEPA decision.

• If oral language interpretation is needed, the notice will 
contain instructions on how to request it. In some cases, 
interpreters will be present at the site visit.
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MEPA Site Visit / Remote Consultation Session



• Email the comment to the MEPA Analyst (listed in the 
Environmental Monitor), or use the MEPA Public Comment Portal:
– https://www.mass.gov/service-details/submitting-comments

• Comment letters should focus on:
– Environmental impacts and suggestions for how to address
– Suggestions for how the project could be improved
– Whether the project has conducted outreach in your area

• If you provide written comments on the initial project filing (the 
“ENF”), you will be notified when the environmental impact report 
(the “EIR) is filed.
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How to Submit Written Comments

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/submitting-comments


• Questions?

• Feel free to contact us.
– MEPA@mass.gov
– MEPA contact list at 

https://www.mass.gov/info-
details/mepa-office-contact-list

– To receive Monitor alerts, send blank
email to subscribe-
mepa_environmentalmonitor@listserv.
state.ma.us

– MEPA website at 
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massachus
etts-environmental-policy-act-office
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How to Contact MEPA

mailto:MEPA@mass.gov
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/mepa-office-contact-list
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/mepa-office-contact-list
mailto:subscribe-mepa_environmentalmonitor@listserv.state.ma.us
mailto:subscribe-mepa_environmentalmonitor@listserv.state.ma.us
mailto:subscribe-mepa_environmentalmonitor@listserv.state.ma.us
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massachusetts-environmental-policy-act-office
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massachusetts-environmental-policy-act-office
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