




ICC General Session Round #2
January 8, 2026
11:30-1:30 PM


The Massachusetts Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC) is a federally mandated statewide inter-agency group that advises and assists the Department of Public Health’s Early Intervention system. All ICC meetings are open to the public.

Appointed ICC members in attendance: 
Asha Abdullahi, Sanya Agrawal, Judith Alexandre, Kevin Beagan, Edith Benisty, Katie Brayden-Calias, Mallorie Brown, Sandy Brown, Stephanie Coburn, Nicole Constantino, Kristin Der, Scott Geer, Casandra Greeno, Michelle Grewal, Amy Muehlberger, Dina Tedeschi, Madi Wachman, Colleen Wellman, Emily White

DPH Staff: Kathleen Amaral, Liz Cox, Kris Martone-Levine

Public Attendees: Heather Biedrzycli, Andrea Della Croce, Maggie Johnson, Chrissy Kammel, Carol LaFrance, Jessica Leonard, Anne Marsh, Karen Purtschert, Lianne Renauld, Gretchen Rowe, Leslie Siciliano, Elizabeth Small, Sarah Stone

The meeting was held virtually.

Welcome and remarks by Mallorie Brown, ICC Co-chair and Parent Representative
Roll call was conducted by Nicole Constantino and completed at 11:40am. Quorum was met at 68% attendance and called to order at 11:40am.
Mallorie Brown, ICC Co-Chair, reviewed ICC General Session agenda.
Reviewed October 9, 2025, minutes. Noted day of week was Wednesday, and should have been Thursday, as well as an attendee missing from the attendance list.
Mallorie motioned to accept the minutes as corrected, Emily White seconded. Nicole conducted roll call to approve minutes.  Minutes approved.
The subcommittee chairs provided updates as follows
Membership Committee update was provided by Nicole C. and she shared the committee was looking at ICC vacancies, and that succession planning was to occur soon.
Fiscal Committee update was provided by Scott G. who shared the committee, discussed challenges with bundling and impact on the EI System and inconsistent reimbursement interpretations from insurance providers
Service Quality Committee update was provided by Mallorie B who updated us that Molly G. gave a presentation and provided the federal regulations and definition of native language and that the forms in EICS are only available in English, so staff are required to keep paper forms with them.  EICS users requested additional language be available in EICS.  We also discussed having an option to indicate the family does not read in any language.
Family and Community Engagement (FACE) Committee update was provided by Dina T. She shared that FCE would present Indicator 4 and NCSEAM Survey updates.  Also shared plan for committee to continue to focus on ways to promote engagement and completion of the survey. 
Emily W. provided the Director’s report that included Federal and State Updates.
Federal updates included
· IDEA Anniversary
· FFY26 Appropriations
· US DOE Announced Six New Agency Partnerships – did not include IDEA
· US DOE Senate Letter to Secretary McMahon on December 3, 2025
· Head Start Application Requirements
· Regulations of Public Rule Making – Head Start Performance Standards and Child Care and Development Fund
· CDC Revised Childhood Immunization Schedule
State updates included
· Very High Flu Activity in MA
· Governor Healy on CDC Rollback of Childhood Vaccine Recommendations
· Rate Update Effective July 1, 2026
· NCSEAM Impact on Families Scale Survey Update
· Data Quality Reports – Pilot 
· Access to Early Intensive Behavioral Intervention
· Prior Written Notice
· May be the focus of DMS 2.0
· SSP/APR Slippage
· BDI-3 Outcomes
· Fiscal Monitoring
Following the Director’s report the chairs moved on to public participation. Emily White reviewed questions during the public comments in the question and answers.
Joanne Sweeney added statement to chat that she could only see Emily usually not my setting, however I am on a new laptop so will check.
Emily W. added, thank you for the feedback about the view, Joanne.
Joanne Sweeney asked if MA changing language to recommendations vs. requirements for certain vaccinations/immunizations
Gretchen Rowe shared she wonders how services are defined in the service plan in other states. For example, is a "service" on the service plan specific to the professional discipline of the provider or more general "Early Intervention Home Visit"? Same question regarding the professional discipline of a group leader. If a group leader is a DS versus a PT, is that a distinct service delivery difference OR is the service "Community Based Group"?
Joanne Sweeney added that regarding defining “reasonable time before” she likes the idea that if we do have to define a timeline, that there remains an option to waive the timeline in support of family priorities.
Chrissy K shared a thought-- we feel that families are experiencing life hardships at a significantly higher incidence than in previous years: housing & food insecurity, domestic violence, fears and uncertainty about residency, overall barriers to equity. I can't help but wonder about a possible relationship between the overall health and wellness of a community and these results indicators.

Anne Marsh wonders if the question about how those children who we would not expect to meet or approach age expectation due to their own abilities are accounted for ws fully answered - was it clear that the more of those little one we have in our programs, the poorer our outcomes data will be.

Nicole asked EIBI question – what does this look like? When is the best time to bring in services since children with Down Syndrome are diagnosed day 1? Emily responded that DPH is working on this and appreciates this input. 
Dina provided a shout out to staff of EI across Massachusetts as things are changing rapidly.
Mallorie provided closing remarks. She motioned to adjourn at 1:31pm, Emily White seconded. Meeting adjourned at 1:31 pm.




