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• DCF Education Responsibilities
• Education Data Sharing
• Youth Returning or Transitioning into DCF 

Placements
• DCF Legal Education Attorney Referral Program
• Additional Information



DCF's Education Overview







DCF Regional Support Specialists

• The system of support specialists to consult within DCF is vast and speaks to the 
varying needs of youth and families that we serve.

• The Education Unit frequently does combined consultations with other support 
specialists to meet the needs and complexities of overlapping work.



Educational Responsibilities







Education Support for Youth in Custody



Education Data Sharing



FY 2024 DCF Annual Report

https://www.mass.gov/doc/fy2024-dcf-annual-report/download


FY 2024 DCF Annual Report

https://www.mass.gov/doc/fy2024-dcf-annual-report/download


Special Education Youth In DCF Placement

• The number of youth in DCF 
placement with special 
education services has only 
slightly increased over the last 
4 years

• Of the qualifying disabilities, 
the most recent largest 
population of disabilities of our 
youth are represented in the 
visual.

FY 2024 DCF Annual Report

https://www.mass.gov/doc/fy2024-dcf-annual-report/download


Youth Returning or Transitioning into 
DCF Placement



Education Tasks when a Youth enters Care



Best Interest Determination: 

Mandated in the Federal law, Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) to 
promote educational stability for students in foster care.

When a student in DCF custody moves from one placement to another a Best Interest Discussion 
(BID) must be held to determine :

Whether the student will attend their "school or origin” (the school they presently attend)

OR

Whether the student will be registered locally in the school district where they are now living.

The law presumes that students should remain enrolled in their school of origin, unless, after a best interest determination, it is decided 
to be in their best interest not to.



Best Interest Determination: Considerations



Best Interest Determination: Information Sharing

In order to work collaboratively, each 
team (DCF and School of Origin) 
should be prepared to share about the 
areas that they are connected to and 
for a new school district to be able 
to ask follow up questions on 
those factors.

We typically go into a BID with an idea 
of what we think is in the best interest 
of the youth. Its just important to know 
that we can change our mind and be 
open to hearing differing opinions if a 
school has important information.



Legal Education Attorney 
Referral Program



Education Legal Service Referral Requests
What it is:
When there are concerns about the child’s education, DCF has contracts 
with private education attorneys to represent
• Biological parents
• Guardians
• Foster parents
• Special Education Surrogate Parents

Why its a resource:
• When Department staff or parents want a consult with an attorney to 

discuss the child’s rights, options or next steps.
• When a child has disabilities and there are disputes about the proper or 

best special education services to which the child is entitled.
• When a child is facing discipline issues such as frequent suspension 

or expulsion.



Education Legal Service Referral Requests 
Continued

Who can use it:
• This service is available for any child with an open case with DCF.
• DCF custody is not an eligibility requirement.
• The child’s Education Decision Maker (who would be the one 

represented by the lawyer) must be interested in the service and sign the 
referral form, in addition to the Area Director.



Education Legal Service Custody & Grades



Education Legal Service Reasons for Referral



Other Information to Note



2024 New Non-Regulatory Guidance Updates



DCF Education Priorities

***Education Stability and Success for the youth that we all serve***

• Increasing our Data Driven Work
• Foster care highly populated districts
• Early Warning Risk Indicator

• Attendance (SIMS Data)
• Discipline (SSDR Data)
• Credit Accrual/Retention (EWIS)
• School Moves (TBD)
• Graduation Requirements/MassCore Requirements (EWIS)



Policy, Guidance, Training Resources

• DCF Education Policy, 2021

• BID Resource and Note Taker

• ESSA

• MA Joint Guidance from DCF and DESE

• Non-Regulatory Guidance 2024

https://www.mass.gov/doc/education-policy/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/education-policy/download
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doe.mass.edu%2Fsfs%2Ffoster%2Fsample-bid.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doe.mass.edu%2Fsfs%2Ffoster%2Fsample-bid.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ95/PLAW-114publ95.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ95/PLAW-114publ95.pdf
https://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=24765
https://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=24765
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf


Education Training Feedback Form:


	Slide 1:  
	Slide 2:  
	Slide 3:  
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: DCF Regional Support Specialists 
	Slide 7:  
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Education Support for Youth in Custody
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Special Education Youth In DCF Placement
	Slide 15:  
	Slide 16: Education Tasks when a Youth enters Care
	Slide 17: Best Interest Determination: 
	Slide 18: Best Interest Determination: Considerations
	Slide 19: Best Interest Determination: Information Sharing
	Slide 20:  
	Slide 21: Education Legal Service Referral Requests
	Slide 22: Education Legal Service Referral Requests Continued
	Slide 23: Education Legal Service Custody & Grades
	Slide 24: Education Legal Service Reasons for Referral
	Slide 25:  
	Slide 26: 2024 New Non-Regulatory Guidance Updates
	Slide 27: DCF Education Priorities
	Slide 28: Policy, Guidance, Training Resources
	Slide 29: Education Training Feedback Form: 

