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Massachusetts US Census Urban / Rural Areas
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2020 Population:
7,030,000
Legend

(7] 2020 Cenus Urban Area % Rural Population: 9%

Boundaries

% Rural Land Area: 63%

Source:
US Census 2020 Urban /

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/guidance/geo-areas/urban-rural.html Rural Area



https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/guidance/geo-areas/urban-rural.html

Rural New England Driver Characteristics

New England Annual Vehicle Miles Traveled per Driver

Urban 10,180

Average

Rural 14,700

0 2,000 4,000 6,000 8,000 10,000 12,000 14,000

Source:
NHTS, 2017
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Transportation Cost
Burden by County

Transportation spending as
a percentage of median
income

19%

& I 35%

Source:
CNT, 2017




NNE Rural Stakeholder Interview Perspectives

Varied thoughts on EVs, including enthusiasm,
concerns related to practicality in rural
environments, and cultural barriers

Issues Identified

« Upfront cost

Top barriers included upfront cost, range for long * Charging availability

rural travel, driving performance in winter . Range

conditions, and access to inventory and servicing P

options. ah 4 Consumer knowledge
. : : e O . -

Incentives and hands-on experience with EVs were o & *  Winter driving

seen as keys to increasing EV ownership. Vehicle t
« Vehicle types

Unique opportunities for plug-in hybrids versus

battery electric models. * Local inventory

Fleet EVs may be a key driver for adoption due to * Access to maintenance

economics. :
* Materials and energy



MA Public EV Charging Availability

EVSE Ports
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Home charging is often easier for rural drivers - more likely to have
garage or driveway access.

State / local building energy code requirements for level 2 home
charging can help improve low-cost availability.

Public & Workplace charging remain important.

Rural fast charging may need specialized approach to attract private
partners (bundling, lower cost share, etc). Electric infrastructure may
present challenges (no 3-phase power; etc)
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Weighted DCFC & L2

Each DCFC EVSE port
worth seven level 2
ports. Includes Tesla
Superchargers.

US Dept of Energy,
July 2023


https://afdc.energy.gov/stations

MA Federally Designated EV Corridors
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MOR-EV Incentives per 10,000 population
by County

Legend

MA Counties

MOR-EV applications
per 10,000 population
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Rural Auto Dealers may require additional
support to meet automaker EV certification
requirements
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EV Education & Outreach

e EV Marketing Programs
Efficiency Maine EV Campalgn

. Go the Distance in an Electric Vehicle ===

o Market research
o Campaigns, including rural area coverage

o EV Dealer engagement & training

e EV Events

e Advocacy

Maine humorist and storyteller

B 3
P2

https://www.efficiencymaine.com/ev/



https://www.efficiencymaine.com/ev/

Northern New England Rural EV
Toolkit Publication

Northern New

EV Adoption
VEIC - How can policy and program design help rural Toolkit

communities gain access to electric vehicles?

Prepared for: The Nature Coniservancy



https://www.veic.org/clients-results/case-studies/what-s-needed-for-rural-communities-to-overcome-barriers-to-ev-adoption
https://www.veic.org/clients-results/case-studies/what-s-needed-for-rural-communities-to-overcome-barriers-to-ev-adoption

About VEIC

« VEIC works with organizations across the energy landscape to create immediate
and lasting change

« We serve as an objective partner for our clients as they navigate complex
energy challenges

« Every challenge is different, but our commitment is the same: make an impact

Contact

David Roberts, Managing Consultant droberts@veic.org



mailto:droberts@veic.org
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