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July 7, 2021
Via WebEx from 239 Causeway Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02114

AGENDA 

If you need reasonable accommodations in order to participate in the meeting, contact the DPH ADA Coordinator Yulanda Kiner, Phone: 617-624-5848 in advance of the meeting. While the Board will do its best to accommodate you, certain accommodations may require distinctive requests or the hiring of outside contractors and may not be available if requested immediately before the meeting.  

General Session is open to the public and may be viewed and/or heard via WebEx.

WebEx Information: If at all possible, please call the Board at (617) 973-0970 at least 24 hours before the meeting to request an email invitation to attend this meeting by video conference. The invitation will contain a direct link to the meeting.

https://statema.webex.com/statema/j.php?MTID=mbd4e7668e492ccfef07fcbcd256fce2b
Call-in number for audio-only attendance: 1- (866) 692-3580 (toll free) only if you have no access to video conference.
Access Code: 161 349 0057
Attendee ID: #
	Time
	#
	Item
	Exhibits
	Contact

	9:00 a.m.
	I
	CALL TO ORDER, DETERMINATION OF QUORUM, AND  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
	
	

	9:02
	II
	EXECUTIVE SESSION (closed to the public)

The Board will meet in Executive Session as authorized pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(1) for the purposes of discussing the reputation, character, physical condition or mental health, rather than professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against an individual.
Specifically, the Board will discuss the Good Moral Character of an applicant for licensure.

Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate pending disciplinary complaints that involve the physical condition of a licensee.


	
	

	9:45
	III
	M.G.L.c.112, §65C SESSION (closed to the public)
	
	

	10:15
	IV
	ADJUDICATORY SESSION (closed to the public)
	
	

	10:30
	V
	ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

1. Merger of CDCA and WREB

2. Proposed FTDA Dental Assisting Program: Dental Assisting Place

3. Application for Reactivation of a Dental Hygiene License: 

Darlene Hodas

4. Discussion: DH Exams by Dental Students Applying for Dental Hygiene Licensure

5. Adoption of Teledentistry Task Force Report

6. GMC Staff Action Report

7. Review of General Session Complaint Committee Minutes, 

June 2, 2021

8. Review of BORID Meeting General Session Minutes, June 2, 2021
	Press Release, Proposal, Attachments, Reports,

Draft Minutes


	M Paul

B Young

	11:15
	VI
	PROBATION MATTERS

A. Review of Compliance—Failure to Take Ethics & Jurisprudence Exam

1. Alexis Volcy, RDA
B. Monthly Probation Report
       
	Memo, Attachments, Report
	C Fishman

	11:20am
	VII
	COMPLAINT RESOLUTION: PENDING BOARD MATTERS
1. DEN-2019-0098: Dr. Bilal Ahmed

2. DEN-2019-0195: Dr. Anu Isaac

3. DEN-2020-0156: Dr. David Steuer

4. DEN-2021-0025: Dr. David Steuer

5. DEN-2021-0022: Dr. Frederick Nafash

6. DEN-2021-0023: Christine Berman, RDH

7. DEN-2021-0024: Karen Caraco, RDA

8. DEN-2021-0008, Doris Myers, RDA

9. DEN-2019-0044: Dr. Steven Goguen

10. DEN-2019-0045: Sandra Vaillancourt, RDH
11. DEN-2019-0046: Ashley Shadd, RDH

12. DEN-2019-0196: Mahlet Misganaw, RDH

13. DEN-2020-0085: Dr. Socrates Colt
14. DEN-2019-0187: Raquel Perry, RDA

15. DEN-2019-0199: Anamaria Ramirez, RDA

16. DEN-2019-0220: Dr. Syed Faheem Rasool

17. DEN-2020-0015: Jennifer Juliano, RDA

18. DEN-2019-0210: Zhanna Hrytskevich, RDA
19. DEN-2019-0219: Dr. Joytika Tucker

20. DEN-2019-0041: Natalia N. Angeles, RDA

21. DEN-2019-0160: Alba Kokoneshi, RDA

	Investigation Reports, Memos, Attachments
	K O’Connell,

E. Mulligan,

R. Heard



	12:55 p.m.
	VIII
	FLEX SESSION

	
	

	1:00
	
	ADJOURNMENT
	
	


MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN DENTISTRY

239 Causeway Street, Boston, MA  02114

Room 417

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 
July 7, 2021
Present:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Board Chair; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Board Secretary; Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Patricia Wu; Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, RDH; Ms. Stacy Haluch, RDH; Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Absent:  None
Guests:   Former Board Chair Dr. Mina Paul; Dr. Margarita Panajoti, Dr. Gokulan Thiagarajah and Ms. Tracy Fullen on behalf of the Dental Assisting Place, Inc.
Board Staff Present: Barbara A. Young, RDH, Executive Director; Jeffrey Mills, Asst. Executive Director; Samuel Leadholm, Esq., Board Counsel; Dr. Liliana DiFabio, Supervisor of Investigations; OPP Investigators Kathleen O’Connell and Eileen Mulligan; Probation Department Coordinator Karen Fishman
	Motion:
	At 9:00 a.m., to adopt the proposed agenda for today’s meeting



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Vote:
	Unanimous





At 9:01 a.m., Dr. Scialabba announced that the Board will meet in a closed session, then a closed M.G.L. c. 112, s. 65C session and then a closed Adjudicatory Session as authorized for the purpose of discussing the reputation, character, physical condition or mental health, rather than the professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member or individual.  Specifically, the Board will first meet in Executive Session and will discuss and evaluate the Good Moral Character as required for registration of pending applicant(s) for licensure. Additionally, the Board will discuss and evaluate pending disciplinary complaints that involve patient records and the treatment of patients.  The Executive Session is closed to members of the public, except as provided for in M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(1).  At the conclusion of the Executive Session, the s. 65C Session and the Adjudicatory Session, the Board will return to its General Session before adjourning the meeting for the day.
	Motion:
	At 9: 02 a.m., to enter an Executive Session pursuant to 

M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(1)

 

	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Second:
	Ms. Ailish Wilkie

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None


	Motion:
	At 10:03 a.m., to enter a M.G.L. c. 112, §65C Session

 

	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None


	Motion:
	At 10:32 a.m., to enter the Adjudicatory Session
 

	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None



The Board took its morning recess at 10:37 a.m. and resumed its meeting at 10:45 a.m.


Administrative Matters:

1.
Merger of the CDCA and WREB clinical competency exams


Dr. Mina Paul, the Board’s representative to the CDCA noted the announcement that the CDCA and WREB were merging came as a big surprise to the dental community but that this decision should make the decisions on clinical competency exams required for initial licensure by each of the state licensing boards easier.  Dr. Paul noted, that in effect, after this merger there will be one national exam for dentists and dental hygienists.  Dr. Paul explained that the target completion date for this merger is August 2021 but noted both boards for these two organizations will need to vote on the proposed merger.  If the merger is successful, Dr. Paul noted there will be two offices: the WREB staff will continue to operate in Arizona while the CDCA staff will continue to operate in Maryland.  Dr. Paul explained the new entity will deliver the ADEX exam to dentists and dental hygienists across the US.  Dr. Paul also explained during this transition year, graduates of the Class of 2022 will still be able to take the WREB exam until May or June 2022.  But for graduates from the Class of 2023, only the ADEX exam will be offered.  


Mr. Mills asked about the status of the CRDTS exam; Dr. Paul replied that the CRDTS and SRTA exams will continue after the merger of the CDCA and WREB.  Dr. Trowbridge asked about the artificial tooth currently in development by the WREB; Dr. Paul replied that work will cease as the new exam will only use the CDCA’s typodont after the merger.  



Dr. Paul informed the Board she will be participating in the next ADEX meeting later this summer/early fall and asked the Board if it had any issues they would like her to raise at that meeting.  Dr. Paul noted the agenda for that meeting includes the election of new ADEX officers and noted there are no anticipated changes to be forthcoming from the ADEX exam committee noting the manikin-based exam is here to stay.  Dr. Scialabba asked if ADEX will discuss the issue of keeping the periodontics section and whether that section will be manikin-based or hands on.  Dr. Paul noted she will raise this issue and update the Board.  


2. 
Proposed Dental Assisting School – The Dental Assisting Place, Inc.



Ms. Tracy Fullen addressed the Board stating the Board’s concerns expressed during its June 2nd meeting have been addressed and incorporated into the proposed dental assisting program.  Ms. Stultz asked Ms. Fullen if the school has purchased the rights to the dental assisting textbooks; Ms. Fullen replied it has.  Ms. Stultz asked if the program can use the materials produced by this company; Ms. Fullen replied it can but noted the school has yet to sign a contract with the company but has been given access to the company’s materials for the purpose of the school’s licensure application.  



Ms. Stultz asked about the student evaluation form, i.e. how is a student evaluated? Based upon what criteria? Ms. Fullen replied the dentist who accepts a student as part of an approved externship will participate in the evaluation of that student but Ms. Stultz suggested the standards and criteria by which a student is evaluated must be more detailed and each student must be made aware of those standards.  Dr. Scialabba asked Ms. Fullen if she’s obtained her BLS instructor certification; Ms. Fullen replied she is undergoing the process of obtaining her BLS instructor certification through the American Red Cross and in the meantime, the program will use outside instructors to certify the students in BLS.  


Dr. Trowbridge asked if the details on the students’ externships have been finalized, i.e. no. of hours required, what skills are to be taught, etc.  Ms. Fullen agreed and noted that process has been completed.  Dr. Trowbridge asked why front desk duties were included in the externship model; Ms. Fullen replied to prepare the students to multi-task once employed at a dental practice.  



Ms. Stultz noted Ms. Fullen does not have a degree in education or training in educational methodology but Atty. Leadholm advised the Board its regulations at 234 CMR 4.00 control and those requirements are not included.  Dr. Thiagarajah noted Dr. Panajoti, a licensed hygienist and Ms. Fullen will be on the faculty of this program.  

	Motion:
	To recommend the Mass. Division of Professional Licensure grant a license to The Dental Assisting Place, Inc. 



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Second:
	Dr. Patricia Wu

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None
(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)


3.
Request for Consideration of an Application to Reactivate an Expired Dental Hygiene License– Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

--Re: Ms. Darlene A. Hodas, DH9603

The licensee and her husband were present, via WebEx, for the discussion of the Board on this matter.


Ms. Young informed the Board the licensee has provided all required documents to reactivate her expired dental hygiene license but noted that while the licensee’s license expired on 3/31/03, the licensee has indicated she last practiced clinical dental hygiene in March 1997.  Ms. Stultz asked the licensee why she was seeking to reactivate her expired license now and whether she has completed any hands on CEU courses.  Ms. Hodas replied she only completed her BLS certification in person and that all other CEUs were done online.  Ms. Haluch asked the licensee how confident she was in her clinical skills; Ms. Hodas replied very confident noting she was a stay at home mother for several years.  Dr. Scialabba suggested the licensee be required to retake a clinical competency exam such as the CDCA; Ms. Stultz agreed and also suggested the licensee complete a clinical refresher course instead such as the course offered by Ms. Joyce Turcotte in Connecticut.  But the licensee asked if there was an alternative refresher course noting she took that course approx. 2-3 years ago but did not finish the course as she felt the attendees were engaging in inappropriate behavior after each day’s lessons ended.  Ms. Hodas stated she felt the attendees were partying too much.  Ms. Stultz asked the licensee if the portion of that program she completed including radiation health and safety training; Ms. Hodas replied it did but noted she only took bitewing and a few periapical radiographs but no full mouth series of radiographs.  Ms. Stultz asked if the portion she completed included training on the new periodontal guidelines issued in 2018; Ms. Hodas replied she did not recall.  
	Motion:
	To require the licensee to submit a passing score on a dental hygiene clinical competency exam, such as the CDCA exam, as a precondition to reactivating her expired license 



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Second:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None
(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



4.
Dental Hygiene Licensure Applications by Dental Students


Ms. Young noted the National Board Dental Exam (NBDE) no longer offers Part I and Part II but rather only offers the Integrated Exam.  However Ms. Young noted the Board’s regulations require any current dental student who has completed a minimum of four semesters at a CODA-accredited dental school to submit proof of a passing score on the NBDE Part I exam.  Dr. DuLong agreed but noted dental students who have only completed four semesters of dental school have received little if any clinical training and that at one point the Board also required the dental school dean certify the dental student was clinically prepared to practice as a dental hygienist.  Dr. DuLong noted that requirement ceased years ago.  Ms. Stultz agreed noting it was not safe to permit these dental students to treat patients with such little clinical training.  Ms. Young asked if it was permissible to stop issuing these licenses but Atty. Leadholm noted this requirement/process is included in the Board’s regulations.  Dr. DuLong suggested the  Board only accept the NBDE Integrated Exam; Dr. Scialabba agreed.  Atty. Leadholm noted the statute indicates a passing score in a dental hygiene exam is acceptable but Mr. Mills noted the NBDE Integrated Exam includes dental hygiene questions.  Dr. DuLong agreed and indicated the NBDE Part I exam only tested dental students on the basic sciences.
	Motion:
	To require a passing score on the National Board Dental Exam (NBDE) Integrated Exam in lieu of a passing score on the NBDE Part I exam from those current dental students applying for initial licensure as dental hygienists


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None
(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



5.
Teledentistry Taskforce – Review of Reports


Dr. Wu asked if the reference to “all electronic communications” means dental and medical communications: Dr. Trowbridge replied these are only sample templates that cannot be required by the Board as these documents have not been incorporated into the Board’s regulations at 234 CMR.  Atty. Leadholm agreed and noted the Board would have to go through the regulatory process to incorporate these documents into its regulations so if approved by the Board now, then these documents could only be offered as sub-regulatory guidance.  Dr. Wu asked where these documents would be located so that dentists may find the documents; Ms. Young suggested the documents, if approved, could be posted on the Board’s website.  Dr. Trowbridge agreed but suggested only the policy should be posted.
	Motion:
	To adopt the proposed policy and informed consent template as proposed by the BORID Teledentistry Taskforce 



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None
(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



6.
Review of the Good Moral Character Staff Action Report



Ms. Young submitted her report for those initial licensure applications approved between 6/2/21 and 7/6/21 pursuant to BORID Staff Action Policy 14-01.  The Board had no questions for Ms. Young

7.
Review of the General Session Minutes of the BORID Complaint Committee Meeting on June 2, 2021
	Motion:
	To approve the General Session Minutes of the June 2, 2021, BORID Complaint Committee meeting



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Second:
	Dr. Patricia Wu

	Vote: 
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Patricia Wu; Ms. Jacyn Stultz 
Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None



	Motion:
	To adopt the recommendations of  BORID Complaint Committee as proposed on June 2, 2021



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Second:
	Dr. Patricia Wu

	Vote: 
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None
(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



8.
Review of the General Session Minutes of the Board Meeting on June 2, 2021



Ms. Young noted she has yet to draft the minutes from the general session of the Board meeting on June 2nd and plans on submitting those minutes to the Board for its consideration at its next meeting on Wednesday, September 1st.
Probation Matters:


1.
Review of Compliance – Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman

--In the Matter of DEN-2018-0091: Alexis Volcy, RDA
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Materials Reviewed:
	Summary of probation compliance with attachments



	Discussion: 
	Ms. Fishman informed the Board the licensee was placed on stayed probation effective 2/5/21 to resolve a complaint for unlicensed practice.  However Ms. Fishman noted she issued a notice of violation of probation to the licensee on 3/29/21 as the licensee failed to submit a passing score on the dental assistant ethics and jurisprudence exam within 30 days as required.  Ms. Fishman indicated the licensee never responded to that notice of violation.  


	Motion:
	To find the licensee in violation of the terms of her stayed probation but to take no further action at this time
 

	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller 

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None
(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



2.
Probation Dept. Monthly Report

Ms. Fishman submitted her monthly probation report for the period of 5/27/21 to 6/30/21; the Board members had no questions for Ms. Fishman.  .


Complaint Resolution – Investigator Kathleen O’Connell
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0098: Dr. Bilal Ahmed
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Issue:
	Discipline in another jurisdiction


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. O’Connell noted the licensee had been disciplined by the Connecticut dental board but the licensee failed to report that discipline to the Board within 30 days as required.  Ms. O’Connell noted the Board was notified by the AADB of the licensee’s disciplinary action.  Ms. O’Connell noted the licensee is in compliance with the CEU requirements.  
Ms. Stultz asked if the licensee has moved; Ms. O’Connell replied the licensee has relocated to Ohio.  Atty. Leadholm asked what the issue was that resulted in disciplinary action by the Connecticut dental board; Ms. O’Connell replied the licensee perforated a patient’s tooth while performing RCT and the licensee was fined $1000 by the Connecticut dental board. 


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for a Reprimand

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Ricard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None
(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Kathleen O’Connell
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0195: Dr. Anu Isaac
The licensee and Christine Knipper, Esq. were present, via WebEx, for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter; the licensee answered all questions as appropriate.  

	Issue:
	Infection control violations; Administering anesthesia/sedation without a valid individual permit or facility permit


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. O’Connell informed the Board several infection control violations were found during an unannounced inspection on 5/14/19 and it was discovered the licensee was prescribing 2 tablets of Ativan to patients prior to treatment without the requisite individual and facility permits for the administration of anesthesia/sedation.  Ms. O’Connell noted the licensee remediated the infection control issues within two days and has completed an oral conscious sedation course but has yet to apply for an individual and/or facility permit.  The licensee stated her intent was to provide anxiolysis and not oral sedation but has since learned the distinction after completing a course on oral conscious sedation.  The licensee noted she used to prescribe Ativan beyond what is permissible but no longer does so; Dr. Scialabba asked the licensee how long she did so.  The licensee replied approx. 6-8 yrs. but only when necessary.  


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for a Reprimand

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Discussion (cont’d):
	Atty. Leadholm advised the Board there is precedent for offering a reprimand but noted that remediation would not be included in a consent agreement for a reprimand



	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 
Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  Dr. Stephen DuLong, Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu
Abstain:  None
(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)

MOTION FAILED


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months  to include the completion of the following remedial coursework:

· 4 Hours:  Infection control
· Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Second:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller 

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Ricard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob 
Opposed:  Ms. Stacy Haluch, Dr. Michael Scialabba, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge
Abstain:  None
(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)


	Discussion (cont’d):
	Dr. Scialabba asked why there was no discipline for the permit issue; Dr. DuLong replied because the licensee misunderstood the requirements and no patients were at risk but the licensee has since learned what is required so discipline is not warranted; Dr. Jacob agreed with Dr. DuLong.  But Dr. Scialabba noted the real issue is the licensee’s administration of sedation without any permits noting that ignorance of the Board’s regulations is not a defense; Dr. Trowbridge agreed.



	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for a Reprimand

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch

	Second:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz 

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Ricard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None

(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Kathleen O’Connell
--In the Matter of DEN-2020-0156: Dr. David Steuer
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Issue:
	Discipline in another jurisdiction


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. O’Connell informed the Board the licensee was disciplined by the Maine dental board for failing to disclose that he was denied a dental license by the Utah dental board.  Ms. O’Connell also noted the licensee failed to disclose the Maine dental board disciplinary action to the Board within 30 days as required.  Further, Ms. O’Connell noted the licensee failed to complete the mandatory infection control course during the 2018-2020 licensure cycle.  
Ms. Stultz asked if discipline was warranted; Atty. Leadholm replied it is if the violations for which the licensee was sanctioned in Maine are sufficient grounds for discipline by the Board.





Complaint Resolution – Investigator Eileen Mulligan
--In the Matter of DEN-2021-0025: Dr. David Steuer
Dr. Richard T. Miller recused himself from the discussion and vote of the Board on DEN-2021-0025: Dr. David Steuer.
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter. 

	Issue:
	Infection control violations


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Mulligan informed the Board several infection control violations were found at the dental practice owned by Dr. Frederick Nafash where the licensee practiced as an endodontist during an inspection was conducted on 12/29/20.  The violations discovered also included the presence of expired medicaments and dental products.  However Ms. Mulligan noted the licensee claims he left this dental practice two months before the inspection.  Ms. Mulligan noted the licensee was not compliant with the CEU requirements noting he completed the mandatory opioid course a few days before the 2018-2020 licensure cycle began.  


	Motion:
	To join DEN-2020-0156 and DEN-2021-0025

	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Second:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, 

Ms. Stacy Haluch

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None

(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of the following remedial coursework and conditions:

· 3 Hours:  Risk management

· 6 Hours:  Ethics

· Make up any deficient CEUs
If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge  

	Discussion (cont’d):
	Ms. Young noted the licensee failed to disclose the disciplinary action by the Maine dental board when the licensee renewed his dental license in 2020.  Dr. Scialabba opined the biggest issue is ethics; Dr. Trowbridge agreed noting the standard of care issue was addressed by the Maine dental board.

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, 

Ms. Stacy Haluch

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None

(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Eileen Mulligan
--In the Matter of DEN-2021-0022: Dr. Frederick Nafash
Drs. Stephen DuLong and Richard T. Miller recused themselves from the discussion and vote of the Board on DEN-2021-0022: Dr. Frederick Nafash.
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter. 

	Issue:
	Infection control violations


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

Photographs of the licensee’s dental practice



	Discussion: 
	Ms. Mulligan informed the Board that during the inspection of the licensee’s dental practice on 12/29/20 not only were infection control violations found as detailed previously but it was also discovered the licensee employed an unlicensed dental assistant for fourteen months.  Ms. Mulligan noted the licensee remediated the infection control issues right away and completed the mandatory opioid course in June 2021.  Further Ms. Mulligan noted two expired prescription bottles in the name of one of the licensee’s dental assistant were found in an operatory during the inspection and the office manager informed Ms. Mulligan the prescriptions were written by the licensee but for office use.  Ms. Mulligan noted the officer manager later retracted that statement so she discussed the issue with the licensee and the dental assistant; Ms. Mulligan stated the dental assistant informed her the licensee did write those prescriptions for her own use.  Ms. Mulligan stated the licensee reported writing the prescriptions for the dental assistant as she had periodontal and skin issues.  
Ms. Stultz asked if this dental assistant was a patient of record for the licensee; Ms. Mulligan replied the dental assistant said the licensee would take a look but she did not know if the dental assistant was a patient of record for the licensee.  



	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of the following remedial coursework and conditions:

· 3 Hours:  Risk management

· 3 Hours:  Ethics

· 3 Hours:  Infection Control

· 3 Hours:  Prescription protocols for the general practitioner

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba  

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None

(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Eileen Mulligan

--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0196: Mahlet Misganaw, RDA

Brian Hatch, Esq. was present, via WebEx, on behalf of the licensee for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Issue:
	Unlicensed practice by a dental assistant



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Mulligan noted that during the inspection of a dental clinic by the DPH Bureau of Health Care Safety and Quality, it was discovered that this licensee was practicing without a valid dental assistant license; Ms. Mulligan noted the licensee practiced without a license from 11/1/15 to 10/23/17 as her dental assistant license was issued on 10/24/17.  

Ms. Mulligan also noted the licensee was deficient 6 CEUs for the 2017-2019 licensure cycle but she was recently provided those CEUs by Atty. Hatch.  Ms. Young asked if those 6 CEUs were completed during the 2017-2019 cycle; Ms. Mulligan replied during the cycle.  Ms. Stultz asked Atty. Hatch why there was a delay in providing proof of these CEUs; Atty. Hatch replied the licensee had difficulty getting copies of her CEU certificates from the course instructor. 

Ms. Mulligan also stated the infection control violations found during the clinic inspection were not accurate as the dentist employer did provide proof of weekly spore testing.  Ms. Stultz asked if other violations were found; Ms. Mulligan replied yes but those violations did not pertain to this licensee.  Ms. Young asked if complaints were opened against the dentists and hygienists who practiced at this clinic; Ms. Mulligan replied only against the dentists. 

Atty. Hatch noted the licensee’s response to the complaint states she only worked as a receptionist and was out for part of the time on maternity leave.  But Ms. Mulligan noted the licensee said she was the only dental assistant in this practice and she started in 2016.  Also, Ms. Mulligan noted the dentist employer confirmed the licensee was the only dental assistant in the practice.



	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of the following remedial coursework:

· 3 Hours:  Risk management

· Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Ricard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None
(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



Due to the lateness of the hour, the Board decided to defer the consideration of the following matters until the next Board meeting on Wednesday, September 1, 2021:

DEN-2021-0023

Christine A. Berman, RDH


DEN-2021-0024

Karen Anne Caraco, RDA

DEN-2021-0008

Doris Ann Myers, RDA


DEN-2019-0044

Dr. Steven P. Goguen


DEN-2019-0045

Sandra L. Valliancourt, RDH


DEN-2019-0046

Ashley L. Shadd, RDH


DEN-2018-0187

Raquel Perry, RDA


DEN-2019-0199

Ana Maria Ramirez, RDA


DEN-2019-0220

Dr. Syed Faheem Rasool


DEN-2019-0203

Zhanna I. Hrytskevich, RDA


DEN-2019-0219

Dr. Jyotika Tucker


DEN-2019-0041

Natalia M. Angeles, RDA
Flex Session:

A.
Dr. Trowbridge asked if there was any update from the Mass. Dental Society on the webinars planned to replace the Board’s presentation at the Yankee Dental Congress.  Ms. Young replied she has yet to finalize any plans with the MDS and expects to do so in the coming weeks.
B.
Dr. Trowbridge asked if there is any plan on resuming in person Board meetings.  Ms. Young replied the plan, at least for the foreseeable future, is to continue with virtual meetings.

C.
Ms. Stultz noted she found yet another job posting for a “sterilization technician” that does not mention the requirement of licensure as a dental assistant.  Dr. Scialabba agreed but noted any such employee must follow the requirements of practice as a dental assistant including all licensure requirements.  Atty. Leadholm advised the Board that the proposed changes to the Board’s regulations at 234 CMR address this issue but those changes have yet to be promulgated by the Board.  Ms. Stultz noted two of the job postings she reviewed were for positions at some of the Boston-area dental schools.  Dr. Trowbridge noted the employee does not have to have the training or education of a dental assistant but the individual must certainly hold a current dental assistant license.  
D.
Ms. Young informed the Board that we have received notice the proposed changes to 234 CMR 2.00, 5.00, 6.00 and 7.00 have been referred to the Executive Office of Administration and Finance.  

	Motion:
	At 1:22 p.m. to adjourn the meeting



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba


	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 
(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)


Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Young, RDH
Executive Director
Date:
August 24, 2021



MARYLOU SUDDERS


Secretary


MONICA BHAREL, MD, MPH Commissioner














CHARLES D. BAKER


Governor


KARYN E. POLITO


Lieutenant Governor
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