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1. Grid Modernization Advisory Council (GMAC)

2. Electric-sector modernization plans (ESMPs)

Refresher on GMAC and ESMPs
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• 18-person council, comprised of representatives from different areas
• Will review and provide recommendations on electric distribution company electric-sector modernization 

plans
• GMAC to encourage:

o Least-cost investments in the distribution system, 
o Alternatives to investments or financing investments that will help achieve GHG emissions limits, 
o Transparency and stakeholder engagement in the grid planning process.

• Electric distribution company ESMPs must:
o Improve grid reliability, communications, and resilience; enable increased, timely adoption of 

renewable energy and DERs
o Promote energy storage and electrification technologies for decarbonization
o Prepare for climate-driven impacts on T&D systems
o Accommodate transportation and building electrification, and other new loads
o Minimize or mitigate impacts on ratepayers

• Will also include a 5-year and 10-year forecast, and a demand assessment through 2050. 

Learn more on the DOER GMAC website: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/grid-modernization-advisory-council-gmac

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/grid-modernization-advisory-council-gmac


GMAC & ESMP Timeline
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2022

2022 Climate Law 
Grid Modernization 

Advisory Council 
(GMAC) established

2023 2024

9/01/2023: 
EDCs submit 
ESMPs to GMAC

2027

Every 5 years
EDCs consult 
w/GMAC and file 
an updated 
ESMP with DPU.

11/20/2023: 
GMAC provides 
feedback on 
ESMPs to EDCs (80 
days to review)

1/29/2024
• EDCs finalize 

ESMPs and file 
with the DPU 

• EDCs respond to 
GMAC 
comments

8/29/2024:
Within 7 months 
of filing, DPU 
issues an Order 
approving, 
modifying, or 
rejecting ESMPs

Reporting: EDCs submit 2 reports per year to DPU and 
Massachusetts Joint Committee on Telecommunications, 
Utilities and Energy on deployment of approved investments in 
accordance with any performance metrics 

2025 2026

Statutory requirements

Reporting requirements

GMAC activity

2028

GMAC meeting cadence to be determined

ESMP Phase I

X: 1st report
X: 2nd report

X: 1st report
X: 2nd report

X: 1st report
X: 2nd report

Now – 9/1/23
Electric 
distribution 
companies (EDCs) 
conduct technical 
conferences and 2 
stakeholder 
meetings

GMAC meetings 
on a monthly basis

Late 2028: 
EDCs submit 
second ESMP to 
GMAC for review

GMAC meetings 
on a monthly 

basis



Upcoming GMAC Schedule
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Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan.

GMAC 
Meeting

GMAC 
Meeting

August 10July 13th

GMAC 
Meeting

GMAC 
Meeting

Schedule TBD: Two EDC technical sessions

9/1 
EDCs submit 

ESMPs to GMAC

11/17 
GMAC feedback 

to EDCs

1/29 
EDCs file ESMPs 

with DPU

Administrative Items

Prior meeting comment

Topic 1
Stakeholder engagement

BREAK

Topic 2
Equity

1:00 –
1:50

1:50 –
3:00

3:00 –
4:00

Public Comment
12:30 –
1:00

GMAC 
Meeting

• EDCs submitted a joint proposed outline for the ESMPs on June 1, 2023. (Posted on GMAC website)

• Accepting public comment on this, and any other topics related to the GMAC and ESMPs, during July 13th

meeting (12:30 – 1) and August 10th meeting (12-1). Message MA-GMAC@mass.gov at least 24 hours in 
advance of meeting you wish to comment during to reserve a slot. 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/gmac-prereadesmp-draft-outline/download
mailto:MA-GMAC@mass.gov


Key items for EVICC awareness

Multiple sections of the draft ESMP outline are directly relevant to the EVICC
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https://www.mass.gov/doc/gmac-prereadesmp-draft-outline/download


Key items for EVICC awareness

Multiple sections of the draft ESMP outline are directly relevant to the EVICC
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https://www.mass.gov/doc/gmac-prereadesmp-draft-outline/download
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