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As part of HSRI’s evaluation of Real Lives information dissemination, HSRI reviewed relevant publicly available web sources that describe information pertinent to people who are self-directing and their families. We limited our review to those web sites that are Massachusetts-specific. This report includes a summary of five websites that have information about the Real Lives Law and Self Determination in Massachusetts, links, and a summary of the content that is included. 

HHS Self Directed Supports Page
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/consumer/disability-services/services-by-type/intellectual-disability/self-directed-supports.html
[image: ]From the DDS home page, under ‘Special Initiatives’, click ‘Self Directed Supports’







This includes 
· Definition of Self Determination and link to the Overview of Self Direction and DDS Service Models Training Module
· Participant Profiles (under development)
· Regional Self Directed Support Managers (photograph with link to contact information)
· Link to the Self Directed Supports Training and Support Activity Calendar
· Link to Area Office Locator





Self Determination Advisory Board (SDAB)
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/departments/dds/self-determination.html
[image: ]This can be accessed using a browser search for ‘DDS Real Lives Advisory Board’ or ‘DDS Self Determination’. It does not seem accessible from the DDS Home page.


This page includes links to all materials that have been distributed at SD Advisory Board meetings. The links include numerous terrific resources, but they require scrolling through and reading all links to figure out what is most relevant as the resources are combined with project and status updates.

Examples of helpful resources that reference Self Direction: 

· Important Transition Information Every Family should know (2015)
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/consumer/disability-services/services-by-type/intellectual-disability/newsroom/may2015-transition-sheets.pdf
· A Guide to Self-Direction
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dmr/board-meetings/sdab-sd-guide-may2016.pdf
· Choosing Which Service is Right for you (Self Advocates Brochure)
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dmr/board-meetings/sdab-sa-brochure-may2016.pdf
· Self-Directed Supports Allocation Methodology
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dmr/board-meetings/sdab-methodology-draft-nov2016.pdf
Real Lives Massachusetts Program Locator Website

www.massreallives.org

This is not easily retrievable through a web search for ‘MA Real Lives Program Locator’
[image: ]


· Searchable database of providers allows for searching by distance from a particular town. 
· Provider listings include contact information and the types of services provided
· Providers are grouped by types of services such as ‘Employment Services’, ‘Job Placement’. There is a listing of 32 Service categories, however these do not seem to align with groupings of providers that result from a search. 
· By clicking on ‘See completed list of agencies and their programs’, we can see the providers listed as well as a link to the DDS web page with links to Licensure Reports. 








PCG Public Partnerships MA DDS Website
http://www.publicpartnerships.com/programs/massachusetts/PDP/index.html

[image: ]


· This website provides reference material and the needed forms for people participating in the Participant Directed Program (PDP). 
· The ‘Program Documents’ Tab includes links to a great many resources, including a 13 page Frequently Asked Question document. http://www.publicpartnerships.com/programs/massachusetts/PDP/documents/Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf






DDS Learning Website
[image: ]http://ddslearning.com/
The ‘Self Determination’ Tab www.ddslearning.com/self-determination/ includes a link to a good overview of DDS service models: http://ddslearning.com/s/PACEupdated-May-2017.pptx




The Real Lives (+) tab can be extended to reveal a drop down list of additional pages. 
Real Lives (-)
Person-Centered Practices
Real Lives Bill www.ddslearning.com/real-lives-bill/ includes a link to the ‘Real Lives Bill’, and video clips from the signing of the Real Lives Bill
Friendships
Hiring your own Staff http://ddslearning.com/find/ includes a link to a toolkit produced by the University of Minnesota called ‘Find, Choose, and Keep Great DSPs’ https://static1.squarespace.com/static/518bb7cde4b0d1e7bd9c37b5/t/563cf3eae4b00c9a5ef6ce4f/1446835178349/ToolkitforPeoplewithDisabilites.pdf
Transition
Sexuality

Considerations
This brief summary shows the multiple websites that include valuable information related to the implementation of the Real Lives Law and to Self Direction for people who receive services from MA DDS. These are not easy to find, and are not centrally located or easy to access. Cross-linking to the multiple sites may increase the availability of resources, however DDS should consider creating a short list of the best and relevant materials including training guides, links to PPL and the resource locator website,  and making those available in one place.
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DDS has recently instituted the new and revised guidelines to this service.
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Self Directed Supports

What is Self Determination and Self-Direction?

‘Self-Determination is the concept of having more control in one’s life and to make decisions about services based on one's vision, path, preferences, beliefs and
abiliies.

Self-Direction is a process through which an individualifamily can design and direct their own services




