
Creating A Clean, Affordable, Equitable and Resilient Energy Future For the Commonwealth

LBE Integrated Solar Grant Program 
for State Entities
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Program Context: EO 594

Executive Order 594 “Decarbonizing and 
Minimizing Environmental Impacts of 
State Government” directs state entities 
to deploy…  

✓Onsite renewable energy generation

✓ Battery energy storage

✓ Electric vehicle supply equipment (EV 
charging)



LBE Integrated Solar Grant Overview

Solar canopy projects of >200 kW direct current (DC) 
capacity

Installation of battery energy storage or ensuring canopy 
is “storage-ready”

Installation of at least 4 Level 1 or Level 2 EV charging ports 



LBE Integrated Solar Grant: By the Numbers

*Base funding cannot exceed $400,000.

**For third-party-owned projects, any grant under this Program cannot result in a PPA rate per kWh that is more than a 20% reduction from 
the site’s basic service kWh rate at the time of application.

Base Grant Funding $0.75/watt*

Potential Grant Amount Adders

Battery Energy Storage Installation $100/kWh

Environmental Justice $0.05/watt

Building Decarbonization $0.05/watt

Total maximum funding per project is capped at $500,000**



General Program Eligibility

Who? 
• State executive agencies
• State institutions of higher education
• Quasi-public state entities

What?
• Solar Canopy projects:

➢ 200 kW DC or greater
➢ Located on Commonwealth-owned 

property 
➢Owned by the Commonwealth or a 

third party 



Grant Adder Eligibility (Optional) 

• Must install a battery energy storage system as part of the canopy 
construction

Battery Energy Storage Installation

• Solar canopy installed in a location that falls within a census block that is 
deemed an Environmental Justice population, as defined by EEA

Environmental Justice

• Solar canopy has been considered in the context of future tangible 
decarbonization efforts, and application must include details about any 
decarbonization plans

Building Decarbonization

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/environmental-justice-populations-in-massachusetts


Eligible Project Costs & Milestones

Including but not limited to:

• Solar panels and related equipment 
procurement

• Related structural systems 
procurement, including steel

• Costs related to battery energy storage 
systems or storage ready preparation

• Interconnection and permitting costs

• Commencement of construction (site 
prep) or installation



Additional Requirements for Grant Program

• Demonstrate ability to meet requirements of SMART if participating

Solar

If storage is installed, must meet SMART regulation 225 CMR 20 specifications or CPS regulation 
225 CMR 21 specification and must be enrolled in one or more of the following programs

• SMART

• Clean Peak Energy Portfolio Standard

• Connected Solutions 

If making project storage ready, intended location must be incorporated and solar PV system 
designed with intention of battery energy storage

Battery Energy Storage

• Canopy must include at least four Level 1 or Level 2 charging ports; these must be kept in 
operation and maintained for at least five years

• Awardees strongly encouraged to pre-wire for future charging stations during canopy 
construction

EV Charging Stations



Required Application Materials

LBE Integrated Solar 
Grant Application Form

Project proposal and 
timeline 

Copy of utility 
interconnection 
application or 

interconnection service 
agreement 

Demonstration of 
applicant commitment 

to project (e.g., letter of 
intent)



Grant Submission Process

Will be reviewed by DOER on a 
rolling basis

Must be submitted by the 
deadline: 

February 1, 2024

Must be submitted before 
signing a final contract with the 

applicable solar developer or 
construction manager

Priority will be given to applications that include a utility interconnection 
agreement and a signed letter of intent by November 24, 2023. 

Applications…



Application Review Process

Upon submission of an 
application, DOER will 

review and confirm that the 
project meets the necessary 

program requirements.

Following DOER’s review, 
projects will either be pre-

approved or denied. 

Upon pre-approval, 
applicants can expect to 

encounter two phases of the 
grant timeline



Grant Development Phase 1

Once a project has been pre-approved, the applicant will have 3 months 
from the date of pre-approval to provide backup documentation 

(This documentation is necessary to enter a grant agreement with DOER)

Commonwealth-owned Solar with or 
without Battery Energy Storage

Third Party-Owned Solar (PPA) with or 
without Battery Energy Storage 

Signed interconnection agreement with the 
electric utility

Signed interconnection agreement with the 
electric utility

Signed notice to proceed to project 
developer or contractor.

Signed PPA that includes interconnection costs, 
or another document signed by both the 
Applicant and project developer demonstrating 
intent to proceed with the project, which may 
include but not be limited to a memorandum 
of understanding or a letter of intent.



Important Note on Phase 1

Pre-approval does not guarantee a project’s funding. 

Priority of projects is not determined by when an application is 
submitted. 

Priority of projects and funding is given to those who have submitted 
backup documentation and are ready to execute a grant agreement 
with DOER.  



Grant Development Phase 2

Upon completion of Phase 1 and a grant agreement between the 
applicant and the DOER is executed, the applicant has until June 30, 

2024, to incur all eligible project costs and meet all project milestones

Project costs and milestones will be mutually agreed upon, but 
generally will include :

• Solar panels and related equipment procurement

• Related structural systems procurement, including steel

• Costs related to battery energy storage systems or storage ready preparation

• Interconnection and permitting costs

• Commencement of construction (site prep) or installation



Important Note on Phase 2

Projects must prove progress in the project within 3 months of the 
date of the executed grant agreement.

DOER has the right to withdraw funding if a project cannot 
demonstrate progress within 3 months.



Timeline Breakdown

Application and 
Initial 

Documentation 
Submission

DOER Pre-
Approval

Submission of 
Final 

Documentation

Executed Grant 
Agreement 

Demonstrated 
Project 

Progress

All eligible 
costs incurred, 
and milestones 

met

3-month limit

June 30, 2024

3-month limit



Applicant Form

The form provides project details to help DOER determine whether a particular 
project meets the requirements of the grant program

DOER will review draft applications and provide feedback upon request

There are 12 sections within the application form:

Applicant 
Contact 

Information
Project Type Project Narrative Project Details

Project Cost 
Information

SMART Program 
for Solar

EV Charging 
Battery Energy 

Storage
Environmental 

Justice
Decarbonization

Grant Funding 
Requested

Estimated 
Project Benefits 

for Site



Applicant Contact and General Project Info

• Provide applicant contact 
information 

• Note whether this is a new 
application or an update to a 
previously submitted 
application

• Insert or attach a narrative 
about the project



Project Details

• Size of the solar canopy

• Ownership model 

• Procurement plans 

• Estimated project timeline 

• Indicate whether the 
applicant will be pursing 
the renewable energy 
production tax credit 
(PTC) for nontaxable 
entities in the future 



Project Cost Information

• Estimated total project 
cost 

• Estimated 
interconnection cost

• Project cost/watt

• Information regarding PPA 
rates and terms



SMART and EV Charging

Note whether SMART incentives 
are being pursued, or provide 
alternative justification

EV charging design and 
procurement:
• Number of charging ports (min. of 4 

required)

• Level(s) of charging and use type

• Estimated cost 

• Chosen procurement method



Battery Energy Storage

• Nominal useful energy capacity 

• Ownership model

• Program enrollment

• Expected benefits 

• If the project will NOT include 
installed storage, applicants must 
detail the “storage-ready” 
elements of project – may 
provide as an attachment



Environmental Justice and Decarbonization

If applicable… 

• Identify if the project 

will fall within an EJ 

community as defined 

by EEA

• Provide details about 

the site’s 

decarbonization plan



Estimated Grant Funding Requested

Based on data fields filled out 
by applicants, the form 
automatically populates an 
estimated grant request 
amount
• Applicants must answer the 

relevant adder questions as 
outlined in yellow 

• The amount listed is not the 
definitive amount a project will 
receive; DOER reserves the right 
to distribute funds as necessary



Estimated Project Benefits for Site

Applicants must also outline 
the estimated benefits of the 
project to the site, e.g.: 

• Estimated energy savings

• Projected cost savings and 
revenue 

• Total annual projected benefits 



Thinking About Applying?

✓ Review the PON and ensure your project meets all the 
requirements

✓ Consult the LBE team to discuss the project, determine eligibility, 
and confirm if funds are available 

✓ Submit required and supporting documentation on COMMBUYS 
and submit to LBE-grants@mass.gov as backup 

✓Work with LBE to provide additional information as needed, to 
finalize your contract, and to proceed with the project 

mailto:LBE-grants@mass.gov


Resources

• VEH102: Advanced Vehicle Technology, Equipment, Supplies, and 
Services 

• Quick Guide: LBE EV Charging 

• LBE Scope of Services for Fleet EV Charging 

• Considerations to Inform EV Charging Station Decision-Making 

Solar and BESS:

• Ask the Experts 9.23.21 Solar and Storage PPAs
• MassCEC Resiliency Toolkit
• All the Sun Without the Stumble

EVSE

https://www.mass.gov/doc/veh102-technologies-to-green-your-fleet/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/veh102-technologies-to-green-your-fleet/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/lbe-electric-vehicle-charging-quick-guide-3-18-21/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/ev-charging-scope-of-services-template/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/considerations-to-inform-ev-charging-station-decision-making/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/ask-the-experts-92321-solar-and-storage-ppas/download
https://www.masscec.com/clean-energy-and-resiliency-clear
https://www.mass.gov/doc/september-15-2020-lbe-council-presentation-five-strategies-to-build-a-new-tomorrow-today/download


Questions? Comments?

Grant Manger: 
Catie Snyder, Deputy Director

DOER Leading by Example Division
Catie.Snyder@mass.gov 

mailto:Catie.Snyder@mass.gov
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