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August 23, 2023

RE: Emerging Contaminants in Small or Disadvantaged Communities (EC-SDC) Grant Program Update and Request for
Information Survey

Dear Public Water Supplier:

On February 13, 2023, EPA announced the availability of the EC-SDC grant program. This program provides states with grants for
Public Water Suppliers (PWS) in small or disadvantaged communities to address emerging contaminants, including PFAS. EPA
allotted $38 million to Massachusetts for the next two fiscal years.* Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
(MassDEP) successfully applied for the Massachusetts allocation as required and received conditional approval to proceed with a grant
program on August 10, 2023.**

MassDEP may provide EC-SDC grant funds for work that includes but is not limited to testing, planning and design, treatment, and
PWS consolidation or creation. Small systems are PWS serving less than 10,000 persons and disadvantaged communities are those that
meet the criteria specified by the Disadvantaged Community program.

MassDEP is developing the work plan for the PWS that are eligible and ready to access grant funds for the next two fiscal years. Many
of you responded to the initial survey we sent in April regarding your system’s needs to address emerging contaminants. We are
sending a second more comprehensive survey to you to help us compile a list of projects with detailed information regarding costs and
readiness to proceed.  Please note:

ACTION REQUESTED: If you already completed the April survey, or have a new project, we would greatly appreciate it if you
could complete the attached form.*** Please submit a separate form for each of your projects. Please email this information by
August 30th to program.director-dwp@mass.gov, Subject: PFAS Survey. 

Upon review of your submittal, MassDEP Drinking Water Program staff may contact you for further information. If you have any
questions on this information, you may also contact the MassDEP Drinking Water Program at program.director-dwp@mass.gov,
Subject: PFAS Survey or 617-292-5770.

Sincerely,

Yvette DePeiza,
Program Director
MassDEP Drinking Water Program

* USEPA information on the EC-SDC grant program: Emerging Contaminants (EC) in Small or Disadvantaged Communities Grant (SDC) | US
EPA

** Please Note: the needs of all eligible Massachusetts Public Water Suppliers in small or disadvantaged communities to address emerging
contaminants far exceeds the available EC-SDC funding and therefore there will be a cap on the number grant awards and the amount of any
single grant awarded to a PWS based on the statewide need. Public Water Systems may also apply to the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund
(DWSRF) loan program; MassDEP encourages you to do so if you are planning to construct a large water treatment facility to address PFAS
contamination. The DWSRF program provides 0% interest rate loans for construction projects to address PFAS contamination as well as a
percent of principal forgiveness on the loans for disadvantaged communities. See Information about the PFAS loans at Zero Interest PFAS
Mitigation Loans | Mass.gov and how to apply for a loan at State Revolving Fund Applications & Forms | Mass.gov.

*** This survey is for MassDEP Drinking Water Program general information gathering and is not an application for funding and as such does
not guarantee grant program funding.

This information is available in alternate format. Please contact Melixza Esenyie at 617-626-1282.
TTY# MassRelay Service 1-800-439-2370
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		Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 

Bureau of Water Resources – Drinking Water Program



Emerging Contaminants – Small or Disadvantaged Community Grant Program Survey

		EC-SDC-II





		Important: When filling out forms on the computer, use only the tab key to move your cursor - do not use the return key.

[image: keys]

		You must submit a separate EC-SDC-II form for each project type listed in Section B below.



Note: This survey is for MassDEP Drinking Water Program general information gathering and is not an application for funding and as such does not guarantee grant program funding.



		

		



		

		A. Public Water Supply (PWS) Information



		

		[bookmark: Text119]	     

PWS Name

		[bookmark: Text121]	     

PWS ID #

		[bookmark: Text120]	     

City/Town



		

			

	To be eligible for the EC-SDC grant, a PWS must meet one of the following criteria (check whichever applies):



		

		[bookmark: Check65]		|_|

		Small (serves less than 10,000 people), and/or



		

		[bookmark: Check66]		|_|

		Located in a disadvantaged community 
(Clean Water Trust SRF disadvantaged community Tiers 1-3)



		

		B. Project Information







		For information on the USEPA EC-SDC grant program see:



https://www.epa.gov/dwcapacity/emerging-contaminants-ec-small-or-disadvantaged-communities-grant-sdc 

			To qualify for a grant, the project must address an emerging contaminant (EC) in drinking water such as PFAS or manganese.  Emerging contaminants are any contaminant listed on EPA’s CCLs.



		

			List contaminant(s) to be addressed by project:



		

		[bookmark: Text93]	     



		

			

		Type of Project (what is the type of project and list the capacity, if applicable):



		

		

		



		

		[bookmark: Check67]

		[bookmark: Check73]|_|

		New treatment facility or a building addition to an existing facility

		[bookmark: Text128]	     

Capacity in MGD (if known)



		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		



		

		[bookmark: Check68]

		[bookmark: Check74]|_|

		Addition of EC treatment inside an existing facility

		[bookmark: Text129]	     

Capacity in MGD (if known)



		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		



		

				

		|_|

		New water main (not for consolidation of PWS) 

		[bookmark: Text130]	     

Length and Diameter



		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		



		

				

		[bookmark: Check71]|_|

		[bookmark: Text85]New Well 

		[bookmark: Text131]	     

Capacity in MGD (if known)








		



		Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 

Bureau of Water Resources – Drinking Water Program



Emerging Contaminants – Small or Disadvantaged Community Grant Program Survey (cont.)

		EC-SDC-II





		

		

		[bookmark: Text122]	     

PWS ID #



		

		

		[bookmark: Text123]	     

PWS Name



		

		Type of Project (cont.):



		

		

		[bookmark: Check75]|_|

		Consolidation of PWS

		[bookmark: Text127]	     

Number of PWS to be consolidated

		



		A list of all active PWS ID #s can be found on the mass.gov website at https://www.mass.gov/media/831461/

		

		

		List all PWS ID #s to be consolidated:



		

		

		

		[bookmark: Text112]     



		

		

		Elements of Consolidation:



		

		



		

		 

		|_|

		 New Water Main

		[bookmark: Text132]	     

Length and Diameter

		



		

		



		

		



		

		

		|_|

		 New Service Lines

		[bookmark: Text133]	     

Number of service lines

		



		

		



		

		



		

		

		|_|

		 Abandonment of Wells

		[bookmark: Text134]	     

Number of wells

		



		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		|_|

		 Other

		[bookmark: Text126]     



		

		



		

		



		

		

		[bookmark: Check85]|_|

		Other type(s) of projects



		

		



		

		



		

		Description of project and how it addresses an emerging contaminant:



		

		[bookmark: Text104]     



		

		



		

		



		

		C. Project Schedule



		

		

		For each step of the project or projects listed in Section B, if the item has been completed, check the box for “Complete”, if the item has not been completed, indicate the scheduled date of completion.



		

		

		

		

		Complete

		

		Scheduled Date of Completion



		

		

		1.

		PWS chosen alternative to address the contamination (treatment, new well, new water main, or connecting to an alternative source from another PWS)

		[bookmark: Check76]|_|

		

		[bookmark: Text105]     



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		2.

		Bench scale pilot testing of treatment (if applicable)

		[bookmark: Check77]|_|

		

		[bookmark: Text106]     



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		3.

		Preliminary Design

		[bookmark: Check78]|_|

		

		[bookmark: Text107]     



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		4.

		Final Design

		[bookmark: Check79]|_|

		

		[bookmark: Text108]     



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		5.

		Permits Obtained

		[bookmark: Check80]|_|

		

		[bookmark: Text109]     



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		6.

		Bidding or Obtaining Quotes

		[bookmark: Check81]|_|

		

		[bookmark: Text110]     



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		7.

		Commencement of Construction

		[bookmark: Check82]|_|

		

		[bookmark: Text111]     







		



		Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 

Bureau of Water Resources – Drinking Water Program



Emerging Contaminants – Small or Disadvantaged Community Grant Program Survey (cont.)

		EC-SDC-II





		

		

		[bookmark: Text124]	     

PWS ID #



		

		

		[bookmark: Text125]	     

PWS Name



		

		C. Project Schedule (cont.)



		

			 

		Have you applied and/or submitted a Project Evaluation Form to the Drinking Water State Revolving Loan Fund for the project(s) described above in Section B?  

		[bookmark: Check83]|_|

		Yes

		[bookmark: Check84]|_|

		No



		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		D. Project Cost



		

		

		When estimating costs, please include a breakdown to include the following elements.  If you have a breakdown prepared, please include it when you return this form to the MassDEP Drinking Water Program at program.director-dwp@mass.gov. 

Breakdown should include the following sections:

1. Design

2. Permitting

3. Bidding or obtaining 3 quotes*

4. Construction Contract**

5. Construction Oversight

6. Other construction costs (traffic police)

7. 10% Construction Contingency



* Public entities must follow DCAMM guidance for awarding authorities.  Private entities should obtain 3 construction quotes.

** All materials used in construction must meet the Buy American requirement.



		

			 

		[bookmark: Text135]	$      

Approximate Cost (if known)

		[bookmark: Text136]	     

If cost estimate is not available, indicate range (if known)

	For example:

· $25,000 - $100,000

· $100,000 - $500,000

· $500,000 - $1 million

· $1 million - $4 million

· > $4 million (partial grant, not 100% of cost)



		

		

		

		



		Return the completed form to MassDEP Drinking Water Program at program.director-dwp@mass.gov, subject line EC-SDC



You may also contact the MassDEP/DWP at (617) 292-5770

		E. Certification



		

		

		By signing this form, I certify, that all information for this survey is true to the best of my knowledge.



		

		

		[bookmark: Text116]	     

Full Name



		

		[bookmark: Text137]	     

Signature

		

			     

Date

		





		

		

		[bookmark: Text138]	     

Position/Title

		

			     

Email Address

		

		[bookmark: Text139]	     

Phone #
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Water Resources – Drinking Water Program 


Emerging Contaminants – Small or Disadvantaged 
Community Grant Program Survey 


EC-SDC-II 


Important: When 
filling out forms on 
the computer, use 
only the tab key to 
move your cursor - 
do not use the 
return key. 


You must submit a separate EC-SDC-II form for each project type listed in Section B 
below. 


Note: This survey is for MassDEP Drinking Water Program general information gathering and is 
not an application for funding and as such does not guarantee grant program funding. 


A. Public Water Supply (PWS) Information


PWS Name PWS ID # City/Town 


To be eligible for the EC-SDC grant, a PWS must meet one of the following criteria (check whichever 
applies): 


Small (serves less than 10,000 people), and/or 
Located in a disadvantaged community  
(Clean Water Trust SRF disadvantaged community Tiers 1-3) 


B. Project Information
For information on the 
USEPA EC-SDC grant 
program see: 


https://www.epa.gov/d
wcapacity/emerging-
contaminants-ec-
small-or-
disadvantaged-
communities-grant-
sdc 


To qualify for a grant, the project must address an emerging contaminant (EC) in drinking water such as
PFAS or manganese.  Emerging contaminants are any contaminant listed on EPA’s CCLs.


List contaminant(s) to be addressed by project:


 Type of Project (what is the type of project and list the capacity, if applicable): 
New treatment facility or a building addition to an 
existing facility Capacity in MGD (if known) 


 Addition of EC treatment inside an existing facility 
Capacity in MGD (if known) 


 New water main (not for consolidation of PWS) 
Length and Diameter 


 New Well 
Capacity in MGD (if known) 



https://www.mass.gov/info-details/the-disadvantaged-community-program/?&target=_blank

https://www.epa.gov/dwcapacity/emerging-contaminants-ec-small-or-disadvantaged-communities-grant-sdc

https://www.epa.gov/dwcapacity/emerging-contaminants-ec-small-or-disadvantaged-communities-grant-sdc

https://www.epa.gov/dwcapacity/emerging-contaminants-ec-small-or-disadvantaged-communities-grant-sdc

https://www.epa.gov/dwcapacity/emerging-contaminants-ec-small-or-disadvantaged-communities-grant-sdc

https://www.epa.gov/dwcapacity/emerging-contaminants-ec-small-or-disadvantaged-communities-grant-sdc

https://www.epa.gov/dwcapacity/emerging-contaminants-ec-small-or-disadvantaged-communities-grant-sdc

https://www.epa.gov/dwcapacity/emerging-contaminants-ec-small-or-disadvantaged-communities-grant-sdc

https://www.epa.gov/ccl
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Water Resources – Drinking Water Program 


Emerging Contaminants – Small or Disadvantaged Community 
Grant Program Survey (cont.) 


EC-SDC-II 


PWS ID # 


PWS Name 
Type of Project (cont.): 


 Consolidation of PWS Number of PWS to be consolidated 
A list of all active PWS 
ID #s can be found on 
the mass.gov website 
at 
https://www.mass.gov/
media/831461/ 


List all PWS ID #s to be consolidated: 


Elements of Consolidation: 


 New Water Main 
Length and Diameter 


 New Service Lines 
Number of service lines 


 Abandonment of Wells 
Number of wells 


  Other   


 Other type(s) of projects 


 Description of project and how it addresses an emerging contaminant: 


 C. Project Schedule
For each step of the project or projects listed in Section B, if the item has been completed, check the
box for “Complete”, if the item has not been completed, indicate the scheduled date of completion.


Complete  Scheduled Date of
Completion 


1. PWS chosen alternative to address the contamination (treatment,
new well, new water main, or connecting to an alternative source
from another PWS)


2. Bench scale pilot testing of treatment (if applicable)


3. Preliminary Design


4. Final Design


5. Permits Obtained


6. Bidding or Obtaining Quotes


7. Commencement of Construction



https://www.mass.gov/media/831461/

https://www.mass.gov/media/831461/
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Water Resources – Drinking Water Program 


Emerging Contaminants – Small or Disadvantaged Community 
Grant Program Survey (cont.) 


EC-SDC-II 


PWS ID # 


PWS Name 


C. Project Schedule (cont.)


 
Have you applied and/or submitted a Project Evaluation Form to the
Drinking Water State Revolving Loan Fund for the project(s) described
above in Section B?


 Yes  No 


D. Project Cost
When estimating costs, please include a breakdown to include the following elements.  If you have a
breakdown prepared, please include it when you return this form to the MassDEP Drinking Water
Program at program.director-dwp@mass.gov.


Breakdown should include the following sections:
1. Design
2. Permitting
3. Bidding or obtaining 3 quotes*
4. Construction Contract**
5. Construction Oversight
6. Other construction costs (traffic police)
7. 10% Construction Contingency


* Public entities must follow DCAMM guidance for awarding authorities.  Private entities should obtain 3
construction quotes.
** All materials used in construction must meet the Buy American requirement.


$ 
Approximate Cost (if known) If cost estimate is not available, indicate range (if known) 


For example: 
• $25,000 - $100,000
• $100,000 - $500,000
• $500,000 - $1 million
• $1 million - $4 million
• > $4 million (partial grant, not 100% of cost)


Return the completed 
form to MassDEP 
Drinking Water 
Program at 
program.director-
dwp@mass.gov, 
subject line EC-SDC 


You may also contact 
the MassDEP/DWP at 
(617) 292-5770


E. Certification
By signing this form, I certify, that all information for this survey is true to the best of my knowledge.


Full Name Signature Date 


Position/Title Email Address Phone # 



mailto:program.director-dwp@mass.gov

https://www.mass.gov/dcamm-guidance-for-awarding-authorities

https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf/build-america-buy-america-baba

mailto:program.director-dwp@mass.gov

mailto:program.director-dwp@mass.gov
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