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To whom it may concern:

I am writing to you in my role as chief of obstetrics at Baystate Franklin Medical Center and physician coordinator of the BFMC Mom's Do Care program. I would like to echo the concerns expressed by my colleague, Dr Megan Miller, from Baystate Medical Center. She articulated important concerns including the issues raised regarding the inclusion of cannabis in this legislation and the need to identify patients that we screen and enter them into a state database. Our most vulnerable patients and our immigrant families have no interest in being entered into a database that associates them with substance use. There is absolutely no way to convince our patients that data is safe and protected during this Trump administration. If the wording of this legislation remains as is, my clinicians will need to institute work arounds to protect our patients from these databases. Proper collection of this data, requires clinician buy-in, which you do not have. Our clinicians are not able to actively support this legislation because it will interfere with the clinician-patient relationship. I am hoping you will reconsider these aspects of the legislation. It feels as if we are taking a few steps backwards in terms of providing excellent care to our families with substance use disorder. Thank you for considering my concerns.

Sincerely,

Linda Polonsky MD
