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AHVP FACT SHEET 
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

Established in 1995, the Alternative Housing Voucher Program (AHVP) provides vouchers for rental assistance to non-elderly persons 

with disabilities and of low-income who have been determined eligible and qualified for c. 667 elderly/handicapped housing. AHVP is 

administered locally by participating local Administering Agencies, either a local housing authority or a regional administering 

agency.  DHCD's Bureau of Rental Assistance has responsibility for regulatory and administrative oversight of this program. 

How it works 

 

A program participant will pay rent in an amount equal to either 25% or 30% of the household’s monthly net income to the landlord.  

The percentage charged depends on whether utilities are included or not included in the rent.  The local Administering Agency will 

provide rental assistance payments to the landlord on behalf of the program participant for the remainder of the monthly rental 

amount. 

 

Who is eligible 

 

Applicants who are non-elderly (less than 60 years age) and who are eligible and qualified for the c. 667 elderly/handicapped housing 

program. 

 

Application process 

 

Applicants can apply by directly contacting any of the 24 Issuing Administering Agencies (listed below) that have received an 

allocation of AHVP vouchers. Eligible applicants will be placed on a waiting list. Once an application reaches the top of the waiting 

list, the applicant will be given a briefing on all aspects of the program.  During the briefing, the applicant will receive an AHVP 

Voucher which provides 120 days for the applicant to locate appropriate housing.  The AHVP voucher is valid in Massachusetts only. 

 

ISSUING ADMINISTERING AGENCIES 

These Issuing Administering Agencies may or may not have vouchers available. 

Issuing Administering Agency Telephone Number Total Vouchers 

Acton (978)-263-5339 16 

Amherst (413)-256-0206 37 

Andover (978)-475-2365 1 

Barnstable (508)-771-7222 13 

Belmont (617) 484-2160 10 

Brockton (508)-588-6880 47 

Charlton (508)-248-5067 14 

Chelsea (617)-884-5617/5618 18 

Fitchburg (c/o Leominster) (978)-343-7025/342-5222 0 

Holyoke (413)-539-2220 22 



MA Department of Housing and Community Development  Updated 12/19/2018 

Ipswich (978)-356-2860 10 

Lynn (781)-592-1966 23 

Melrose (781)-665-1622 0 

New Bedford (508)-997-4800 16 

Newburyport (978)-465-7216 15 

Provincetown (508)-487-0434 10 

Revere (781)-284-4394/1549 70 

Sandwich (508)-833-4979/760-2352 27 

Sharon (781)-784-2733 13 

Spencer (508)-885-3904 37 

Springfield (413)-785-4500 10 

Westfield (413)-568-9283 22 

Whitman (781)-447-6363/5019 17 

Worcester (508)-635-3000 25 

 

QUESTIONS?   

If you have general questions on program regulations or administration, please call Stephanie Kan, AHVP & DMHRSP Coordinator at 

617-573-1222.  

If you have questions regarding applying for the AHVP program, please contact the above administering agencies directly. 

 


