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Long Island Sound Partnership Nitrogen Reduction Infrastructure Grant
Request for Responses – Federal Fiscal Year 26
[bookmark: _Toc206675865][bookmark: _Toc206767189][bookmark: _Toc217385720][bookmark: _Toc230965929][bookmark: _Toc238134411]Grant Overview
Total Funding Available: Up to $7,200,000	
Estimated Grant Amounts: Track One: $500,000 to $6,500,000 for Construction Projects or 
				 Track Two: $20,000 to $250,000 for Planning Projects
Pre-Application Meeting: October 7, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. E.S.T
Questions Due: October 13, 2026, 2026, by 5:00 p.m. E.S.T
Answers Posted: November 3, 2026, by 5:00 p.m. E.S.T
Responses Due: December 21, 2026, by 5:00 p.m. E.S.T
Match Requirement: Not required. 
Eligible Entities: Publicly-Owned Treatment Works (POTWs) discharging into surface waters within the Long Island Sound (LIS) Watershed (Thames River, Connecticut River, and Housatonic River Watersheds in Massachusetts). Eligible POTW(s) may partner with Regional Planning Agencies (as established by M.G.L. Ch.40b Section 3) to enhance capacity for shared services. Regional Planning Agencies may serve as the lead applicant on behalf of facilities in their member communities. See Section 2.2. Eligible Entities.
Eligible Projects: Planning or Optimization projects related to nitrogen reduction solutions to address nitrogen discharge into the Long Island Sound Watershed. See Section 2.3. Eligible Projects.
1. [bookmark: _Toc238134412]RFR Introduction and General Description 
[bookmark: _Toc1][bookmark: _Toc238134413]Grant Program Summary
MassDEP intends to make approximately $7.2 million in funding available for Long Island Sound Partnership Nitrogen Reduction Grants (LISP Grant or Grant). These grants, provided by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) through the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) and Long Island Sound Partnership, will fund project development and construction, including personnel, planning, and design costs, equipment purchases, and construction activities related to nitrogen reduction solutions for Massachusetts wastewater treatment plants in the Connecticut, Housatonic, and Thames River Watersheds to address nitrogen discharge into the Long Island Sound Watershed. Preference for funds will be given to projects that are “shovel-ready” or in the final stages of design and permitting. MassDEP-funded work must be completed by September 30, 2031.Map of Long Island Sound Watershed 
 (Source: NEIWPCC)

[bookmark: _Background_information][bookmark: _Toc238134414][bookmark: _Toc2]Background Information 
The Long Island Sound Partnership (LISP or Partnership) is a cooperative effort to improve water quality in, and restore the health of, the Long Island Sound (LIS or Sound). Established in 1985 by the EPA and the States of New York and Connecticut, the LISP is made up of federal and state agencies, user groups, concerned organizations, and individuals focused on protecting and restoring the Sound.  
In 1994, the Partnership developed a Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP), which was most recently updated in 2025. The first goal of the 2025 CCMP is to promote “Clean Waters and Healthy Watersheds” by restoring and maintaining water quality in the Connecticut River and LIS watersheds. The CCMP aims to accomplish this, in part, by reducing nutrients such as nitrogen and pathogens in the watershed through improvements to onsite wastewater treatment systems located in or along the LIS watershed.
To implement this work, the EPA awarded MassDEP $10.5 million in 2022 through the IIJA to fund nitrogen reduction projects in Massachusetts waterbodies within the LIS watershed. On March 20, 2025, the EPA awarded MassDEP an additional $10.6 million from IIJA funds for Federal Fiscal Years (FFY) 2025 and 2026. 
Through this program, MassDEP is currently funding three nitrogen reduction projects through the 2022 award (to be completed by 2029-2031) and is offering $7,200,000 in FFY26 funding for Eligible Projects to Eligible Publicly-Owned Treatment Works (POTWs) in the LIS Watershed, as identified in Section 2.2.
[bookmark: _Toc238134415]Funding Availability
MassDEP anticipates that up to $7,200,000 in total funding will be available for Eligible Projects through this grant program. Any award considered by MassDEP is subject to the review and approval of the EPA.  The total available funding will be allocated between two Eligible Project categories, (1) POTW Optimization Projects and (2) POTW Assessments (also referred to as “Track One” and “Track Two”). Applications may include more than one project as well as projects at more than one facility. However, each project in an application will be scored individually and will only be evaluated and funded as either a Track One Optimization Project or a Track Two POTW Assessment Project. 
[bookmark: _Toc230965934][bookmark: _Toc238134416]Track One: POTW Optimization Projects
Approximately $6,500,000 of the total available funds will be available for POTW Optimization Projects (Track One Projects) resulting in facility upgrades to install nitrogen reduction solutions. Applicants may request between $500,000 and $6,500,000 per Application for Track One projects. MassDEP reserves the right, in its discretion, to grant smaller or larger awards to proposals of exceptional merit. 
[bookmark: _Toc230965935][bookmark: _Toc238134417]Track Two: POTW Assessments
Approximately $700,000 of the total available funds will be available for POTW Assessments (i.e., facility assessments) (Track Two Projects) for denitrification solutions that will reduce nitrogen pollution in their discharges to surface waters. Applicants may request between $50,000 and $250,000 per POTW facility for Track Two Projects. MassDEP reserves the right, in its discretion, to grant smaller or larger awards to proposals of exceptional merit. 
[bookmark: _Toc238134418]Grant Duration
The grant duration will be through September 30, 2031.
 
Applicants may seek funding for Eligible Projects that will extend beyond the length of the grant award period (i.e., past September 30, 2031); however, only work performed within the grant duration period (FY26 – FY31) will be eligible for reimbursement. Applicants may apply for projects that have already begun and seek reimbursement under this Grant Opportunity for eligible project fees incurred on January 1, 2026, or later (i.e., incurred during FY26, but prior to contract execution). Please be advised that in order to receive reimbursement for eligible project expenses incurred on or after January 1, 2026, but prior to the grant award, applicants must submit documentation (invoices, purchase orders, payroll, vendor contracts, etc.) during the contracting process.  
[bookmark: _Eligible_Entities][bookmark: _Disadvantaged_Communities][bookmark: _Toc238134419][bookmark: _Toc165887203][bookmark: _Toc14]Disadvantaged Communities
MassDEP is committed to advancing Disadvantaged Communities through its public investments. To that end, preference will be given to projects that provide direct benefit to Disadvantaged Communities. Information on how communities are classified as Disadvantaged Communities and which communities they are can be found at The Disadvantaged Community Loan Forgiveness Program | Mass.gov.
This Grant Opportunity will prioritize proposals that are located in, or directly benefit communities designated as a Disadvantaged Community, and that fall within one of three Affordability Tiers following a system first utilized by the Massachusetts Clean Water Trust and the State Revolving Fund. A “Disadvantaged Community” is a community that falls into one of the three tiers using an affordability calculation based on the State’s “Adjusted Per Capita Income” (Per Capita Income * Employment Rate * Population Change (2020/2010) = APCI). The State’s Adjusted Per Capita Income for the purposes of this RFR is $59,997.31, from FY26, the most recent year data is currently available. 
Tier 1: Communities with APCI more than 80% but less than 100% of the State’s APCI.
Tier 2: Communities with APCI more than 60% but less than 80% of the State’s APCI.
Tier 3: Communities with APCI less than 60% of the State’s APCI.
The FY26 Disadvantaged Communities Affordability Calculations are available on Mass.gov.
Eligible applicants, shall identify the municipality or municipalities served by their Proposed Project(s) that are designated as Tier 1, 2, or 3 Disadvantaged Communities. MassDEP will assign a composite ranking based on the ranking of all the communities located within the service areas of the applicant(s). If the composite ranking falls within the scope of the assistance tiers, the Applicant will be assigned a Tier 1, 2, or 3 ranking for scoring purposes of the RFR. A list of communities by Tier is available in Attachment B of this RFR.
[bookmark: _Toc238134420]Applicable Procurement Law 
Grants: MGL c. 7A, § 7; St. 1986 c. 206, § 17; 815 CMR 2.00.
[bookmark: _Toc238134421]Federal Award Requirements
Please note that any grant funds awarded under this opportunity are applicable to subaward provisions of 2 CFR Part 200 and the EPA Subaward Policy. 
[bookmark: _Toc238134422]Compensation Structure for Grant Awards 
Compensation will be on a reimbursement basis and will be based solely on the proposed project budget (“Budget”) and Scope of Work (“SOW”) supplied by the Applicant, and accepted by MassDEP, as the eligible costs of the proposal. 
MassDEP will reimburse eligible costs upon timely receipt of invoices, accompanied by appropriate supporting documentation, of expenditures made in accordance with the approved terms of the grant award contract. 
Eligible costs include approved project expenditures incurred between the contract execution and September 31, 2031. In addition, costs incurred on or after January 1, 2026, but prior to the execution of the grant award contract, may also be eligible for reimbursement, provided they are included in the project application, with appropriate documentation, and detailed in the Budget and SOW approved by MassDEP.
Matching funds are not required for this grant. In addition, FFY26 LISP Grant funding cannot be used as matching funds for other state or federal grant opportunities.  
[bookmark: _Toc238134423]Reporting Requirements
Please be advised that the following reports and documents are required throughout the contract period. Failure to submit any of the required reports may impact future funding opportunities.
Progress Reports and Invoices
All Grantees shall provide the following reports to the Department in accordance with the contract Scope of Work.  These reports shall be submitted via email on a standard form provided by the Department:
1. Monthly progress report. The progress report shall contain a summary and percentage of all work completed by task during the reporting period and planned activities for the next period.
2. Fiscal report. The fiscal report shall be provided on the same schedule as the progress report, on a standard form provided by the Department.  All fiscal reports shall provide backup invoices, payroll reports, and other evidence to document the funds spent. The fiscal reports should list the spending for the time period, itemized by the expense categories listed in the Scope of Work.  
3. Quarterly & Annual Report. Summarizes all progress made during the Federal Fiscal Quarters with an Annual Report due by October 15th of each year of the grant contract.
4. Final Report. The final report shall summarize all work completed with grant funds and include a complete accounting of all grant funds
MassDEP reserves the right to request additional materials, information, or other documentary evidence demonstrating completion of work and/or compliance with program requirements. MassDEP also reserves the right to withhold funding until receipt of satisfactory materials, information, or other documentary evidence demonstrating completion of work and/or compliance with program requirements.   
[bookmark: _Toc238134424]Contract Requirements for Grant Awards
If selected for a Grant Award, the Applicant will be required to submit the following forms to complete the Grant Award contracting process. Forms with an asterisk (*) need not be submitted if they have been completed previously and are already on file with the Commonwealth:
· Commonwealth Standard Contract Form, filled out and signed by the applicant.  
· Commonwealth Terms and Conditions These Terms and Conditions are incorporated by reference into the Standard Contract Form, and do not need to be executed separately.
· Commonwealth Alternative W‐9 tax information form filled out and signed by the applicant with DUNS number and Federal Tax ID* 
· Completed Contractor Authorized Signatory Listing Form. 
· Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)* form. EFT Form Instructions
· Scope of Work
Applicants are encouraged to review these forms prior to submission of an application. Applicants who are issued awards must be registered in COMMBUYS in order to do business with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
[bookmark: _Toc238134425]Ownership of Equipment
For any part of the Grant that is used to purchase any durable assets or equipment, ownership of such assets or equipment shall be transferred to the grant recipient, or their designee, upon the completion of the grant.
[bookmark: _Toc238134426]Grant Program Information

[bookmark: _Grant_Program_Goals][bookmark: _Toc238134427]Grant Program Goals
The Long Island Sound (LIS) Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL), which was developed to address nitrogen-driven eutrophication impacts, included an aggregate wasteload allocation (WLA) for the states in the upper portion of the watershed (Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Vermont). This WLA required an aggregate twenty-five percent (25%) reduction in nitrogen from point sources in the upper basin, from the baseline total nitrogen loading estimated in the TMDL. Based on recent estimated point source data, the target twenty-five perfect (25%) reduction has been met on an aggregate basis. Substantial nitrogen reductions have occurred at some facilities, while other facilities have not made reductions. Given that the LIS remains impaired, in 2019, EPA and MassDEP decided to begin implementing enforceable numeric nitrogen limits for permits in the LIS Watershed. These limits would ensure that current nitrogen reductions would not increase.
Many POTWs have already implemented nitrogen optimization and have been able to achieve their nitrogen limit without making any additional changes to their treatment process or upgrades to their treatment plant. Other facilities still need to implement changes, which range from minor to quite significant. Through this grant program, MassDEP seeks to provide funding to Eligible Entities to upgrade their facilities in a less burdensome and more timely manner; upgrade their facilities in a less burdensome and more timely manner; defraying the cost of nitrogen removal treatment plant upgrades for municipalities and sewer authorities. 
[bookmark: _Eligible_Entities_1][bookmark: _Toc238134428]Eligible Entities 
The following POTWs that discharge into LIS Watershed surface waters are eligible for grant funding:
Amherst WWTP, Athol WWTF, Barre WWTF, Belchertown WRF, Charlemont WWTF, Charlton WWTF, Chicopee WPC, Easthampton WWTP, Erving WWTP #1-3, Gardner WWTF, Great Barrington WWTF, Greenfield WPCF, Hadley WWTP, Hardwick-Gilbertville and Wheelwright WPCFs, Hatfield WWTF, Holyoke WPCF, Huntington WWTP, Lee WWTF, Leicester Water Supply WWTF, Lenox Center WWTF, Monroe WWTF, Montague WWTF, North Brookfield WWTP, Northampton WWTP, Northfield WWTF, Old Deerfield WWTP, Orange WWTP, Oxford Rochdale WWTP, Palmer WPCF, Pittsfield WWTF, Royalston WWTP, Shelburne WWTF, South Deerfield WWTP, South Hadley WWTF, Southbridge WWTF, Spencer WWTP, Springfield Regional WTP, Stockbridge WWTP, Sturbridge WPCF, Sunderland WWTF, Templeton WWTF, Ware WWTP, Warren WWTP, Webster WWTF, West Stocking WWTF, Westfield WWTP, and Winchendon WPCF.
Eligible POTWs may partner with Regional Planning Agencies representing municipalities within the LIS Watershed (Franklin Council of Governments, Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, Montachusett Regional Planning Commission, and Berkshire Regional Planning Commission) to enhance capacity for shared services. These agencies may serve as the lead applicant on behalf of POTW(s) within their districts with approval from the POTW(s). For a joint application, Regional Planning Agencies should provide Letters of Commitment from each municipality represented in the application. 
[bookmark: _Eligible_Projects][bookmark: _Toc238134429]Eligible Projects
Eligible Projects will be for POTW Optimization and/or POTW Assessment Projects as further described below related to nitrogen reduction solutions to address nitrogen discharge into the Long Island Sound Watershed.
To be eligible for grant funding, projects must satisfy one (1) or both of the following objectives:
(a) A reduction in contaminant and nitrogen loads from POTWs in the LIS watershed; and/or
(b) A reduction in contaminants and nitrogen discharged by POTWs into LIS watershed surface waters.
Funding awarded through this grant opportunity may be used for personnel costs related to nitrogen reduction solutions at POTW facilities, including grant management services and planning, design and construction activities. Please note that projects related to collection systems and outfalls are not eligible for funding under this grant opportunity. 
Applicants may seek funding for Eligible Project that extend beyond the length of the grant award period (i.e., past September 30, 2031); however, only work performed within the grant duration period (FFY26 – FFY31) will be eligible for reimbursement, and all MassDEP-funded work must be completed by September 30, 2031.
[bookmark: _Toc238134430][bookmark: _Hlk78459618]Track One: POTW Optimization Projects
POTW Optimization Projects will result in facility upgrades to install nitrogen reduction solutions.
[bookmark: _Eligible_Implementation_Projects][bookmark: _Toc230965943][bookmark: _Toc238134431]Eligible Project Costs:
· Purchase of, and labor to install, sensors, aerators, tanks, filters, and other equipment to reduce nitrogen pollution, as well as associated site work.
· Purchase of engineering services to design and permit facility upgrades, as necessary for, and/or required prior to, the purchase and installation of denitrification solutions. 
[bookmark: _Required_Project_Information:][bookmark: _Required_Project_Information][bookmark: _Toc230965944][bookmark: _Toc238134432]Required Project Information (for each project included in an application):
· Project Status: Indicate the completion status of any project work to date. Priority will be given to shovel-ready projects including those that are currently under construction. Projects that have reached advanced stages of design and permitting will also be considered.
· Project design(s): Designs must be of sufficient detail, and include sufficient site work, to allow the proposal review committee to evaluate the viability of the proposal.  Final designs must be prepared by a Professional Engineer (PE).
· Permit Status: Identification of any permits that are potentially required as part of the proposed scope of work and the status of the permit application.   
· Metrics: Quantify (pounds/day) how much nitrogen is expected to be removed from discharges as a result of the proposed project.
· Location Information: Specific site location(s) information.
· Site Plans: Maps and plans of the site and locus that show site characteristics, location of each specific area of work on the site in sufficient detail (please include location on site plan as well as any available equipment schematics or diagrams) to substantiate that the project will result in nitrogen reduction in the LIS, and watershed location(s) of the proposed work.
· Estimated Cost of the Project: A reliable budget for the project and a definitive description of project strategy and viability, and the environmental improvements that will result.  Competitive proposals will also address the sustainability, operation and maintenance, and cost-effectiveness of the proposed project.  
[bookmark: _Toc238134433]Track Two: POTW Assessments
POTW Assessments will consist of facility assessments for denitrification solutions that will reduce nitrogen pollution in their discharges to surface waters.
[bookmark: _Toc230965946][bookmark: _Toc238134434]Eligible Project Costs:
· Facility assessments, feasibility assessments, cost analyses, and other studies. 
[bookmark: _Required_Project_Information:_1][bookmark: _Toc230965947][bookmark: _Toc238134435]Required Project Information (for each project included in an application):
· Facility Information: Describe the existing POTW and any denitrification planning work completed to date.
· Metrics: Quantify (pounds/day) how much nitrogen the assessed denitrification solution(s) is removing, or is expected to remove, from discharges.
· Location Information: Specific site location(s) information.
· Site Maps: Maps of the site that show both the site characteristics and location of facility.
· Estimated Cost of the Project: A reliable budget for the project and a definitive description of project strategy and viability, and the environmental improvements that will result.  Competitive proposals will also address the sustainability, operation and maintenance, and cost-effectiveness of the proposed project.  
[bookmark: Cost_Tables][bookmark: _Toc238134436]Application Instructions and Evaluation Review Components
[bookmark: _Toc238134437][bookmark: _Toc29][bookmark: _Hlk112246148][bookmark: _Toc28]Minimum Application Requirements
In order to be considered for a grant award, Applicants must submit a completed application that:
1. Meets program eligibility requirements, as identified in Section 2.2: Eligible Entities and Section 2.3: Eligible Projects. Cooperative proposals between an Eligible Entity and a Regional Planning Agency are encouraged due increased ability to share or leverage project resources. A Regional Planning Agency may partner with more than one Eligible Entity);  
2. Proposes Eligible Projects that address activities that are consistent with the goals identified in this RFR and LISP’s Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan;
3. Includes the Required Project Information as identified in Section 2.3.1 and/or Section 2.3.2 of this RFR;
4. Includes all required supporting materials; and 
5. Consents to program terms and conditions.
A MassDEP review committee will evaluate proposed projects based on the criteria listed below in Section 3.3: Grant Criteria Evaluation Components. The review committee reserves the right to reject any or all proposals.
[bookmark: _Toc238134438]Application Instructions
Please use the Application form and format provided in Attachment A of this RFR. Applications should be no more than ten (10) pages, single-spaced, exclusive of Attachments. Applications including more than one proposed project may include an additional three (3) pages per proposed project.  Applications must be submitted in accordance with Section 4.4: Application Deadline and Email Submission Instructions below.
[bookmark: _Grant_Criteria_Evaluation][bookmark: _Toc238134439]Grant Criteria Evaluation Components 
[bookmark: _Toc230965958][bookmark: _Toc212631597][bookmark: _Toc217385741]Projects within an application will be scored in accordance with the evaluation criteria for Track One or Track Two, as appropriate. For applications that include more than one project and/or more than one facility, each project will be evaluated and scored individually as a Track One Project or a Track Two Project; however, MassDEP reserves the right to reject individual projects proposed within an application which may impact total funds awarded.  
The review committee will evaluate and score grant applications for Eligible Projects from Eligible Entities (as previously defined in Sections 2.2 and 2.3 of this Grant Opportunity) based upon the criteria:
[bookmark: _Toc238134440]Project Description (5 Points):
Track One and Track Two
· Does the Application adequately describe the project, location, and facility where work is to be performed?  
[bookmark: _Toc230965959][bookmark: _Toc238134441]Project Benefit (35 Points):  
Track One and Track Two
· Does the project address the sustainability, operation and maintenance, and cost-effectiveness of the proposed project?
Track One (Only)
· Does the Application state the extent to which the project will reduce nitrogen pollution in the LIS watershed? Preference will be given to proposals that result in the highest load reductions (pounds/day) or increases in capacity to reduce load.
Track Two (Only)
· Does the Application state the extent to which the project will reduce nitrogen pollution in the LIS watershed? Preference will be given to facilities that are not meeting current TMDL requirements and those seeking to exceed their ability to meet current TMDL requirements. 
[bookmark: _Toc212631600][bookmark: _Toc217385743][bookmark: _Toc230965960][bookmark: _Toc238134442]Project Budget (15 Points):
Track One and Track Two
· Does the Application include a detailed project budget that includes cost estimates by task? Is the budget reasonable?  Pricing information, such as quotes, rates for staffing, and other budget information may be attached as supporting information. 
· If some or all of the Proposed Budget includes a request for reimbursement for eligible costs incurred on or after January 1, 2026, but before submission of the Application, does the Application include sufficient documentation to support the request?
Project Timeline (15 Points):
Track One and Track Two
· Does the Application demonstrate a realistic timeline to achieve the proposed work?
· Does the Application identify the project tasks and milestones to be accomplished with the grant funds as well as party responsible for completing the tasks?  
Track One (Only)
· Does the Applicant identify the following:
a. All required permits needed and their status;
b. Completion status of design phase(s), bid documents, and other requirements; and
c. The need for any waivers from Federal Requirements (e.g. BABA) and the status of said requests?
· Is the project “shovel-ready,” or will the project be “shovel-ready” within one-year of the contract execution?
[bookmark: _Toc212631601][bookmark: _Toc217385744][bookmark: _Toc230965961][bookmark: _Toc238134443]Qualifications of Organization and Project Manager (15 Points): 
Track One and Track Two
· Does the Application describe the qualifications of the Eligible Entity, their contractor(s), the project manager, and any other staffing assigned to carry out the Proposed Project? 
· Does the Eligible Entity, and/or their contractor(s) have sufficient qualifications and project experience to perform the Proposed Project?
· [bookmark: _Hlk165986848]Does the project team have prior experience in conducting projects funded under this grant program, or other grant programs, administered by MassDEP and the EPA?  
[bookmark: _Toc230965962][bookmark: _Toc238134444]Partnerships and Engagement (5 points):
Track One and Track Two
· Will the Proposed Project include any community engagement with local stakeholders such as the general public, local boards, committees, Agencies, and other groups to inform them of project goals and outcomes?
· Is the Application a cooperative proposal between one or more Eligible Entities and a Regional Planning Agency? Does the Application state how the Proposed Project shares and/or leverages regional resources?
[bookmark: _Toc212631603][bookmark: _Toc217385746][bookmark: _Toc230965963][bookmark: _Toc238134445]Disadvantaged Communities (10 Points):
[bookmark: _Toc164160110][bookmark: _Toc165887200]Track One and Track Two
· MassDEP will prioritize projects that are located in, or directly benefit, Disadvantaged Communities. Points will be awarded proportionately by the Tiers outlined in Section 1.6 (i.e. the highest number of points will be given to Applicants with projects in communities that have been designated Tier 3 Disadvantaged Communities). Please see Attachment B for a list of Disadvantaged Communities by Tier as determined by the Clean Water Trust for FY26. 
[bookmark: _Environmental_Response_Submission][bookmark: CollectiveCooperative_Procurement][bookmark: _Toc238134446]Estimated GRANT Procurement Calendar 
	Event
	Date
	Time (E.S.T.)

	Notice of Grant Opportunity (posted on COMMBUYS and MassDEP website) 
	September 3, 2026
	 
 

	Bid Release Date (Posting Date) on MassDEP website 
	September 3, 2026
	

	Pre-Application Meeting (to be held on Zoom). 
	October 7, 2026 
	1 P.M.

	Deadline for Submission of Questions to MassDEP, via email to Courtney Starling at courtney.starling@mass.gov 
	October 13, 2026
	5 P.M. 

	Official Answers for Q&A published on MassDEP website (Estimated)
	November 3, 2026
	5 P.M. 

	RFR Bid Amendment Deadline
	November 3, 2026
	5 P.M.

	GRANT APPLICATION DEADLINE; Electronic Submission via email to Jennifer Wood at jennifer.wood@mass.gov 
	December 21, 2026
	5 P.M. 

	Notification of Grant Award(s) (Estimated) (POSTED ON COMMBUYS AND MASSDEP WEBSITE) 
	February 2027
	 



[bookmark: _Toc11][bookmark: _Toc238134447]Written Questions via the Grant Q&A Process
As noted in the Estimated Grant Procurement Calendar, grant applicants may submit written questions, via e-mail, to Courtney Starling at Courtney.starling@mass.gov on or before October 13, at 5:00 pm E.S.T. MassDEP will post official responses to questions regarding this grant RFR on or before November 3, 2026, at 5:00 pm E.S.T.  It is the Applicant’s responsibility to verify receipt of questions with MassDEP.
MassDEP reserves the right to condense, summarize, or combine related questions and/or answers. The Q&A document for this Grant RFR will be available on COMMBUYS, as well as online. 
All answers are final when posted.  Any subsequent revisions to previously provided answers will be dated.
[bookmark: _Toc238134448]Pre-Application Meeting
A Pre-Application Meeting will be held using Zoom on October 7, 2026 at 1:00 pm E.S.T. The purpose of the meeting will be to provide information on the application process and the grant program. Please note that MassDEP cannot address the substance of any particular application. To obtain the Zoom link please Register Here. If you have any difficulties with registration, please contact Courtney Starling via email at courtney.starling@mass.gov to obtain a meeting link. 
Questions received and responded to during this meeting will be summarized and included in the written Q&A. A recording of the meeting will be also be available online.
[bookmark: _Locating_an_Online][bookmark: _Toc238134449][bookmark: _Toc13]Amendment Deadline 
MassDEP reserves the right to make amendments to the Grant RFR after initial publication on or before the Application Submission deadline noted in the Estimated Grant Procurement Calendar.  It is each Applicant’s responsibility to check for any amendments, addenda, or modifications to this Grant RFR, as well as any Q&A related to this RFR and any amendments thereto. The Commonwealth and MassDEP accept no responsibility for, and will provide no accommodation to, Applicants who submit a Response to this RFR that is based on out-of-date information.
[bookmark: _Application_Deadline_and][bookmark: _Toc238134450]Application Deadline and Email Submission Instructions
Applications shall be submitted electronically via email to Jennifer Wood (at Jennifer.wood@mass.gov). Applications are due December 21, 2026, by 5 P.M. Late or incomplete applications will not be considered. 
It is the responsibility of the Grant Applicant and awarded Grant Recipient to maintain a current email address for the Applicant’s contact person and prospective Grant Project Manager, if awarded a contract, and to monitor that email inbox for communications from MassDEP, including requests for clarification. 
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[bookmark: _Toc165887209][bookmark: _Toc238134451][bookmark: _Toc164160122][bookmark: _Toc27][bookmark: _Toc9]ATTACHMENT A
Long Island Sound Partnership Nitrogen Reduction Infrastructure Grant
Application Coversheet
[bookmark: _Toc238134452]Section 1: Project Information 
[bookmark: Text1]Entity Name:      
Project Partners (if applicable):      
[bookmark: Text2]Project Title:       
Project Track: ☐ One: Optimization	☐ Two: Assessments
Project Phase: 					Completion Status:
	☐Assessment and Planning		☐0% ☐30% ☐50% ☐ 90% ☐ 100%
☐Design				☐0% ☐30% ☐50% ☐ 90% ☐ 100%
☐Permitting 				☐0% ☐30% ☐50% ☐ 90% ☐ 100%
☐ Construction			☐0% ☐30% ☐50% ☐ 90% ☐ 100%
MEPA Review Status:
☐Completed		☐In Process	 	☐Not Stated		☐Not required 	
MEPA Project #:      
Short description of the work (<5 sentences):
	     


[bookmark: Text4]Requested Funds:	     
[bookmark: Text5]Matching Funds & Source (if applicable):      
Applicant Signature: 
__________________________________________________________________
Electronic or digital signatures are acceptable on this form. 

By checking this box ☐ the applicant confirms that they are authorized to submit this grant application on behalf of the specified entity listed above.

[bookmark: _Toc238134453]Section 2: Ability to Perform Proposed Project
Ability to Use Funds
By checking this box ☐ the Applicant certifies that its entity is in Good Standing with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and acknowledges and agrees it is able to enter into the contract within 15-30 days of the Grant Award and perform the project and meet all requirements of this state grant.  
Ability to Perform Project
By checking this box ☐ the Applicant acknowledges and agrees that its entity will be able to complete the project, as described in this application, by September 31, 2031.  
[bookmark: _Toc238134454]Section 3: Applicant Contact Information
Chief Executive of Applicant Organization 
Name:      					Title:      
Phone Number: 	     			Email Address:      

Project Lead 
Name:      					Title:      
Phone Number: 	     			Email Address:      

Grant Manager 
Entity Name:      
Grant Manager Name:      		Title:      
Phone Number:     			Email Address:      

Project Engineer (If applicable)
Entity Name:      				
Project Manager Name:       		Title:      
Phone Number:	     			Email Address:      

Other Project Staff (If applicable)
Entity Name:      				
Project Manager Name:       		Title:      
Phone Number:	     			Email Address:      

If awarded, who should be notified:
Name(s):      
Preferred Method of Contact:      


[bookmark: _Toc238134455]Section 4: Application Instructions
Please limit proposals to 10 pages exclusive of attachments. 
Required Attachments:
Attachment A 
Attachment C – Budget Workbook
Staff Bios or Resumes
Commitment Letters (if applicable)
Optional Attachments:
Letters of Support, maps, reports or links to reports, technical drawings, bid documents, photographs, examples of similar projects, quotes and other financial documents, support letters, and other supporting material
Required Proposal Structure (Additional instructions provided in Italics)
1. Application Cover Sheet (does not count towards page limit)
2. Project Description
3. Project Benefit
This should include the following information:
a. Specific problem(s) addressed by the project. 
b. How the project will help address/solve the problem. 
c. Why the problem and solutions relevant to protection and restoration of the health and/or living resources of the Sound in terms of reducing downstream nitrogen/nutrient pollution loading.
4. Scope of Work Narrative
Please note that Attachment C contains a Budget Table and Scope of Work Cost Table. Please ensure that the tables match your Scope of Work Narrative.
a. Prior project work. Describe any work that has been completed to advance this project to date and whether this project advances priorities identified in previous planning efforts. If applicable, identify any prior state grant awards that supported this work, including the year of the award(s).
b. Grant Scope of Work: Please summarize Project Phases, Tasks, Responsible Parties, Milestones, Timeline, Estimated Cost, and Project Deliverables. Infographics such as tables, charts, and timelines may be used within this section to summarize information.
5. Qualifications of Organization(s) and Project Manager(s)
6. Partnerships and Engagement
This may include outreach, participation, or education activities, and how community input has or could shape project outcomes. Emphasize strategies that support inclusive, equitable, and culturally appropriate participation that go beyond traditional public meetings.
7. Disadvantaged Communities Served
Please see Attachment B for a list of Disadvantaged Communities.


8. 
RFR# BWR 2026-01-WMA-Ipswich
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[bookmark: _ATTACHMENT_B][bookmark: _Toc204682678][bookmark: _Toc204853734][bookmark: _Toc238134456]ATTACHMENT B
Disadvantaged Communities by Tier (FY26)
Tier 1:
Amesbury, Ayer, Barnstable, Berkley, Billerica, Bourne, Braintree, Brewster, Dartmouth, Deerfield, East Longmeadow, Eastham, Egremont, Falmouth, Gloucester, Great Barrington, Groveland, Harwich, Hopedale, Hudson, Hull, Kingston, Lakeville, Leyden, Lunenburg, Mashpee, Maynard, Medford, Merrimac, North Attleborough, Paxton, Pembroke, Pepperell, Plainville, Plymouth, Quincy, Raynham, Richmond, Rochester, Rutland, Salisbury, Sandwich, Seekonk,  Southampton, Stockbridge, Sturbridge, Tewksbury, Tyngsborough, Waltham, West Bridgewater,  Westminster, Westport, Wilbraham, Winthrop, and Woburn
Tier 2: 
Abington, Acushnet, Agawam, Alford, Ashburnham, Ashby, Attleboro, Auburn, Becket, Belchertown, Bellingham, Blackstone, Bridgewater, Brimfield, Carver, Charlton, Cheshire, Clinton, Dracut, Dudley, East Bridgewater, East Brookfield, Easthampton, Fairhaven, Framingham, Freetown, Granby, Granville, Hadley, Halifax, Hampden, Hanson, Hatfield, Haverhill, Hinsdale, Holbrook, Holland, Hubbardston, Lancaster, Lanesborough, Lee, Leicester, Leominster, Leverett, Malden, Marlborough, Methuen, Middleborough, Milford, Millbury, Millville, Monson, Montgomery, New Braintree, New Marlborough, North Brookfield, Northampton, Northbridge, Northfield, Norton, Oak Bluffs, Oakham, Otis, Oxford, Peabody, Pelham, Petersham, Phillipston, Revere, Rockland, Rowe, Salem, Saugus, Sheffield, Shirley, Somerset, South Hadley, Southwick, Stoughton, Swansea, Tisbury, Townsend, Tyringham, Uxbridge, West Boylston, West Brookfield, West Tisbury, Weymouth, Whitman, Williamstown, and Yarmouth
Tier 3:  
Adams, Amherst, Ashfield, Athol, Barre, Bernardston, Blandford, Brockton, Brookfield, Buckland, Charlemont, Chelsea, Chester, Chesterfield, Chicopee, Clarksburg, Colrain, Dalton, Erving, Everett, Fall River, Fitchburg, Florida, Gardner, Gill, Goshen, Gosnold, Greenfield, Hancock, Hardwick, Hawley, Heath, Holyoke, Huntington, Lawrence, Lowell, Ludlow, Lynn, Middlefield, Monroe, Montague, New Ashford, New Bedford, New Salem, North Adams, Orange, Palmer, Peru, Pittsfield, Plainfield, Randolph, Royalston, Russell, Sandisfield, Savoy, Shelburne, Shutesbury, Southbridge, Spencer, Springfield, Sunderland, Taunton, Templeton, Tolland, Wales, Ware, Wareham, Warren, Warwick, Washington, Webster, Wendell, West Springfield, Westfield, Whately, Williamsburg, Winchendon, Windsor, Worcester, and Worthington
Date Source
Note: FY26 is the most current year for which data was available at the time of the publication of this RFR.

Track 1 -  $6.5m available
POTW Optimization


Track 2 -  $700,000 available
POTW Assessments


Facility assessments for denitrification solutions at POTWs


Design & permitting fees and services


Purchase and installation of denitrification solutions


Facility upgrades to support installation and operation of denitrification solutions
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