
Lowell Memorial Park 
Landscape 
Rehabilitation Project
CONSTRUCTION PHASE OVERVIEW

MARCH 20,  2024



Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Governor 

Maura T. Healey

Lieutenant Governor 

Kimberley Driscoll

Energy and Environmental Secretary 

Rebecca L. Tepper

Department of Conservation and Recreation Commissioner

Brian Arrigo





• Two ways to ask questions during the meeting

– Use chat feature

– Raise your hand using the Zoom function, and you will be 
given permission to unmute and speak.

• Please note that this public information meeting 
will be recorded; the recording will be a public 
record.

Meeting Logistics



Project Team

Wendy Pearl, Director, DCR Office of Cultural Resources

Danielle Desilets, Kyle Zick Landscape Architecture, Inc.

With special thanks to:
◦ Cambridge Historical Commission

◦ Cambridge Community Preservation Act Committee

◦ Cambridge Plant & Garden Club

Additional DCR Staff

Dan Cushing, DCR Director of Public Engagement

Adam Parr, DCR Deputy Chief, Park Rangers



Presentation

Background and Work to Date

Scope of Project

Construction Schedule 

Impacts

Northern 

Section

Southern 

Section

1910 View of Lowell Memorial Park and Fresh Pond Parkway 
from Brattle Street



DCR is steward to 
nearly 500,000 acres of 
public land.

The system began with 
the preservation of a 
landscape,  the 
Waverley Oaks in 
Belmont in 1893.



America’s First 
Regional Park 
System
June 3, 1893 

Metropolitan Park System created

1894 

Authorization to create parkways

1898 

Lowell Memorial Park acquired as 
first segment of Fresh Pond Parkway

By 1903 MPC had acquired 9,246 
acres

1901 Map of the Metropolitan Parks System

Middlesex Fells 1893

Blue Hills 1893

Stony Brook 1893

Beaver Brook 1893
Lowell Memorial Park 
and Fresh Pond Parkway 
1898



Laying Out the Parkway

1900 Atlas of Middlesex County showing 
proposed layout for Fresh Pond Parkway 
(courtesy Cambridge Historical Commission)

1900 Fresh Pond Parkway Construction Plans, 
Metropolitan Park Commission
(DCR Plans Archives)



Lowell Memorial Park

James Russell Lowell  (1819-1891)

Fireside Poet and contemporary of 
Longfellow

Abolitionist

Ambassador

Lowell’s family home Elmwood is a National Historic Landmark

Citizens of Cambridge raised funds to purchase the last undeveloped 
parcel of the Elmwood Estate, as a memorial to the noted figure. 

The Metropolitan Parks Commission provided remaining funding and 
took ownership in 1898



Designing the Park



Park and Parkway



Work to Date

2014 Cultural Landscape 
Report

2014 Assessment of 
Historic Walls

2015 CPA Grant for Wall 
Repairs from City of 

Cambridge, donation from 
Cambridge Plant & Garden 
Club, matched through DCR 
Partnership Matching funds

2016 Repair of Walls in 
Northern Section                 

(“Big Lowell”)

2016 CPA Grant for 
Design from City of 

Cambridge, via Cambridge 
Plant & Garden Club, matched 

from DCR Partnerships 
Matching Funds

2018 KZLA hired as 
Landscape Architects to 
develop rehabilitation 

plans

2018-2019 Design 
development, public 

meetings, coordination 
with potential donor

-2020- 2022 Pandemic-

2022-2023 
Archaeological 

Investigations per MA 
Historical Commission

March 2023 
Presentation to 

Cambridge Historical 
Commission

June 2023 Final design 
prepared for public 

presentation

October –December 
2023  BIDDING and 

AWARD OF CONTRACT



Design  
Highlights

Pedestrian Improvements

Expanded ADA compliant pathways and benches

Increased separation between cars and people with new pathways

Widened wall opening at Mount Auburn Street

Seating area and interpretive panel near Brattle Street entrance

Landscape Improvements

Preservation of lawn areas and pruning of mature trees

Planting bed along Brattle Street to evoke shrub border of original 
design

Pedestrian benches, lighting, and signage 

Repairs and reconstruction of Mt Auburn Street wall

CONTRACTED COST: $1,220,700











Tree Removals 
by Size

2” green ash – dead (Little Lowell) 

14” Norway maple  – against wall at Little Lowell

12” Norway maple – against wall at Little Lowell

24” elm – against wall at Little Lowell 

against wall at Little Lowell 

against wall at Little Lowell 

against wall at Little Lowell

Hemlock – dead, against wall at Little Lowell

Yew clump – against wall at Little Lowell

2” crabapple, dead near path at Big Lowell

6” Norway maple, lopsided crown in path

24” red oak near new pathway, crown is significantly damaged

6” cherry at intersection 

6” ash in poor condition

10” in poor condition

12” in poor condition

2” red oak - dead along FPP

20” oak – poor condition, limited crown

16” Norway by central path – poor condition

16” Norway by central path – poor condition

6” dogwood

6” dogwood

10” Juniper 

10” Juniper 

10” Juniper 

6”-8” Norway maples along fence line at Elmwood 



1:1
For every tree removed 
one will be planted















Construction Schedule 4/29 – 9/1
Construction Activity Estimated Date

Mobilization & Erosion Control 4/29 – 5/3

Tree Removal, Clearing, Grubbing 5/3 – 5/10

Site Prep Demolition (including brick wall) 5/3 – 5/27

Fence installation 5/6 – 5/10

Underground Utilities (Water) 5/27 – 5/31

Brick Wall Reconstruction 5/27 – 7/1

Cast in place concrete walls, walks, pads 5/27 – 6/28

Underground Utilities (Electrical, Irrigation) 7/1 – 7/12

Signage installation & Landscaping 7/12 – 8/12

Final clean up and demobilization 8/12 – 8/23



Construction Impacts
Sidewalk closures
◦ Little Lowell path and part of Mt. Auburn sidewalk closed for duration

◦ Big Lowell periodic closures for access and water line tie-in 

Pedestrian Detour via Brattle Street to Mount Auburn
Estimated 5-10 minutes additional walk time

MBTA Bus Stop on Mount Auburn opposite Coolidge Ave closed –
Estimated 5 minutes additional walk time to Brattle St stop





Construction Impacts

MBTA Bus Stop 
Closed (westbound)

DCR has coordinated with the MBTA, the City of Cambridge, and the contractor to develop this plan



Summary
Long-Term Project Benefits
◦ Historic preservation and improved park amenities

◦ ADA compliant pathways set away from Fresh Pond Parkway

Temporary Impacts

◦ Pedestrian detours (5-10min add)

◦ Closed Bus stop

DCR has instructed the contractor to work on the west section of the Mt Auburn Street wall first, 
with the goal of opening the sidewalk and bus stop as soon as possible



Questions and Answers
Two ways to ask questions during the meeting

◦ Use chat feature

◦ Raise your hand using the Zoom function, and you will be given permission to unmute and 
speak.

Please note that this public information meeting will be recorded; the recording will be a public 
record.
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