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Meeting: Greater Lowell Advisory Board Meeting
Date:  January 22, 2019
Attendees: Patty Bergin, Daniel O’Connor, Cynthia Smith, Lisa Brown

                   Guests:  Eva Toscano, Lowell Site Director, Jeanne Russo & Daniela Johnson, Vinfen
	Topic
	Discussion
	Assignment/Task
	Point Person 
	Notes

	Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes
	Approved.  
	
	
	

	Jeanne Russo & Daniela Johnson – Vinfen ACCS Program
	Introductions were made to Jeanne Russo, Vinfen Vice President Northeast Behavioral Health and Daniela Johnson, Vinfen Associate Director of Services.  Ms. Russo shared how Ms. Johnson’s position is a new position.  Ms. Johnson prior to this position was a Team Leader for Vinfen since 2013.  Ms. Russo distributed packets of information and gave an overview of Vinfen’s new Adult Community Clinical Services (ACCS) contract and their Mass Health funded Behavioral Health Community Partner Service.  She explained that ACCS is a very clinically focused service where CBFS was a more rehab focused service.  Ms. Russo explained that each person is assigned to a clinician with an integrated team. 
Vinfen ACCS Clinical Services provides the following:

· Active Engagement and Assertive Outreach to  prevent homelessness 
	Information Sharing
	N/A
	N/A

	Jeanne Russo & Daniela Johnson – Vinfen ACCS Program (continued)
	· Clinical Coverage 24/7 365 days a year
· Consistent Assessment and Treatment Planning

· Risk Assessment, Crisis Planning and       

Prevention

· Skill Building/Symptom Management

· Behavioral and Physical Health Monitoring and Support
· Medication Administration

· Addiction Treatment Support

· Reduced reliance on emergency departments, hospitals, and other institutional levels of care
· Co-occurring treatment interventions including evidence based treatment such as motivational interviewing

Other ACCS Service Expectations

· Integration with Care Coordination

· Peer Support and Recovery Coaching

· Family Engagement and Support

· Support Employment and Education with MRC

· Connect with Community Services


	
	
	

	Jeanne Russo & Daniela Johnson – Vinfen ACCS Program (continued)
	DMH will closely monitor the delivery system to assure that the appropriate level al care is provided as individuals’ assessments demonstrate treatment goal achievement and movement toward greater independence.
Ms.  Russo shared how this will be the last year that ACCS will be providing employment services.  MRC will be taking this over. An RFR should be coming out soon.  Ms. Toscano stated that ACCS, MRC and DMH will begin meeting on a monthly basis to review ACCS clients and engagement of employment services.  
Ms. Russo also provided information on the following:  

· Behavioral Health Reform Across EOHHS
· Who is eligible for ACCS and the criteria

· One Care and SCO

· The Transition to ACCS

· CBFS and ACCS Similarities and Differences

· Client Housing 

· BHCP’s
Ms. Johnson gave an overview of the 8 Dimensions of Wellness.  She explained that they look at each person individually and at the different areas.  Family connectors get pulled in and it is often very positive for the individual and their families. 
	
	
	

	Jeanne Russo & Daniela Johnson – Vinfen ACCS Program (continued)
	Ms. Johnson shared how Vinfen’s goal is to have an increased presence in the community. They have ongoing contact with the health department and they are engaged with Lowell General Hospital’s Community Benefit Advisory Board Committee.  

Ms. Russo stated that Vinfen/ACCS is approximately 75% full with needed staffing.  A licensed Clinician, Peers and Recovery Staff are still needed.
	
	
	

	Northeast Area Board – Patty Bergin
	Ms. Bergin gave an overview of the last Northeast Area Board Meeting. She stated that Edinburg Center presented at the last meeting.  Ms. Bergin stated that Kim Clougherty from Central Office will attend the next meeting to discuss Housing.  Lowell Site Board members are invited. The meeting will be held on February 6th at 2:30 p.m. 
	Information Sharing 
	N/A
	N/A

	Holiday Party
	The Annual Client Holiday party was a success. Approximately 225 clients attended. 
	Information Sharing
	Darlene Morency
	N/A

	Announcements
	Ms. Toscano announced that the Northeast Area Citizen Legislative Breakfast will be held on Thursday, February 7th from 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. at the State House, Great Hall.

Ms. Toscano announced that Joanne Souza submitted a letter of resignation to the Board.  

	Kerrie D’Entremont will be contacted to see if her agency will be providing transportation to the Legislative Breakfast
Information Sharing


	Darlene Morency
N/A


	N/A

	Announcements (continued)
	Mr. O’Connor gave an overview of the last Hunger Homeless Commission meeting. The Food Stamp crisis was discussed.   He distributed a packet of information for the Board to review.  
	Information Sharing
	N/A
	

	ADJOURNMENT/

NEXT MEETING
	1:40 p.m./ The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 26, 2019.  
	 Information sharing
	 
	.  


DMH staff: Minutes should be emailed to DMH-DL – Open Meeting Notices after they are approved by the Public Body.

