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Meeting:
Greater Lowell Advisory Board Meeting 
Date:  

January 24, 2023
Time:

12:00 p.m. 
Attendees:  
Garrett Casey, Maricia Verma, Maura Fitzpatrick, Adriana Giraldo, 
Guests:         
Gerard Frater, Dan O’Connor, Jean Marc Tchazou, Andrea Salzman, Carl Howell, Lauren Falls, Ana Espinal, Jaime 
                        Dillon, Andrea Blanchard, Deja Knudsen, Jennifer Maloney, Kathryn Bergeron.
Absent:       
RJ Lawson, Scott Wallace
	Topic
	Discussion
	Assignment/Task
	Point Person 
	Notes

	Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes


	Deferred

	
	
	

	Announcements
	The Lowell Site Office recruited new members for the board. The new members introduced themselves and said what agencies they were from. 
	Information Sharing
	N/A
	N/A

	CBHC Presentation
	Lauren Falls, Executive Director, for Vinfen CBHC did a presentation on CBHC, Mobile Crisis, and CCS. Slides were shown in the meeting which generated discussions. She explained the 3 components of the behavioral roadmap which includes CBHC, Mobile Crisis and Crisis Stabilization. She stated that the CBHC current location for CBHC was on Church Street in Lowell at the Vinfen Clinic. However, the operation will be moved in the Spring to the Solomon Mental Health Center on Varnum Ave, next to Lowell General Hospital. She explained the Crisis stabilization units were not in operation yet, but they will be at the Varnum Avenue location, starting in the Spring. She also discussed the Behavioral Health Help Line. Ms. Falls stated that flyers, cards, and refrigerator magnets are being made and will be distributed in the community. Ms. Falls further explained that the CBHC Mobile Crisis team has been meeting with Lowell General Hospital ED staff. The adult Mobile Crisis can see client’s for up to 3 days after their initial contact to provide them with support. At the Lowell CBHC office, a Section 12 can be initiated and a licensed social worker and psychiatrist (who is on call) can be in touch with local police and the hospital to coordinate services. Ms. Falls explained that CBHC also collaborates with other outpatient providers. CBHC, Mobile Crisis Service and Behavioral Health Help Line information were emailed to all board members who were present at the meeting. 
	Information Sharing
	N/A
	N/A

	Announcements
	Ms. Verma announced that Lowell House was awarded a Workhouse Grant to pay internships for social workers and clinicians. Lowell House currently has 4 interns. The paid internship funding starts in June for master level interns. 
	Information Sharing
	N/A
	N/A

	Announcements
	Mr. Frater announced that Case Managers at the DMH site office are still doing 2 days of remote work and 3 days in the office. Mr. Tchazou announced that Trinity is also doing remote work and also paying their interns. 
	Information Sharing
	N/A
	N/A

	Announcements
	Mr. Howell announced that Community Teamwork is working with the shelters but some individuals that present with mental health challenges do not always identify that there’s an issue or they are not willing to engage with mental health services. Ms. Falls said that if clients need help, they can call the helpline and they will be able to talk to someone and will not be given another number to call, they will get the help right then. 
	Information Sharing
	N/A
	N/A

	Announcements
	Mr. O’Connor announced that the City Hunger Homeless Committee will be having a meeting on February 1, 2023, at 12pm via Zoom. Upcoming cuts to the food stamp program universal school meals and state benefits for immigrants will be discussed. 
	Information sharing
	N/A
	N/A

	ADJOURNMENT/

NEXT MEETING
	Meeting adjourned at 1:08 p.m.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 28, 2023, at 12:00pm. 
	Information sharing


	 N/A
	. N/A 


DMH staff: Minutes should be emailed to DMH-DL – Open Meeting Notices after they are approved by the Public Body.

