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HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE CLEANUP PROFESSIONAL

SURRENDERS LICENSE TO STATE BOARD

BOSTON – Craig E. Saunders, whose office is located in West Tisbury, has entered into a consent agreement with the Massachusetts Board of Registration of Hazardous Waste Site Cleanup Professionals to resolve a disciplinary complaint that was being investigated by the Board. As part of the consent agreement, Mr. Saunders voluntarily surrendered his license to practice as a Hazardous Waste Site Cleanup Professional and agreed not to reapply for five years.

Hazardous Waste Site Cleanup Professionals, also known as “Licensed Site Professionals” or “LSPs,” are licensed by the Board to oversee the assessment and cleanup of property in Massachusetts that has become contaminated with oil, gasoline, or other hazardous materials. Property owners and others who are legally responsible for the contamination on their sites hire LSPs. In the course of doing their oversight work, LSPs and their clients must submit written reports to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP). MassDEP audits a percentage of the reports submitted to ensure that the work being done is protective of public health and the environment. MassDEP and any member of the public may file a complaint with the Board alleging that an LSP did not meet state requirements or professional standards in conducting assessment and cleanup activities at contaminated sites.

MassDEP filed the complaint against Mr. Saunders in 2004. The complaint alleged that work Mr. Saunders performed as an LSP at a contaminated site on North Main Street in Sheffield from 1997 to 2004 had violated MassDEP’s regulations as well as the Board’s rules of professional conduct. The allegations were based on a comprehensive audit by MassDEP of the response actions for two releases at the site. Among other things, the complaint alleged that Mr. Saunders did not adequately assess the nature and extent of contamination and the risk posed to human health or the environment. The complaint also referenced audit findings for other sites where Mr. Saunders had worked as an LSP, and suggested there might be a pattern of violations.  The Board initiated an investigation of these allegations, focusing on the site in Sheffield and two other sites, in Monterey and Pittsfield. During the investigation, the Board reviewed, in addition to the complaint, the detailed response provided by Mr. Saunders and documentation relating to the assessment and cleanup of the three sites.

In Sheffield, Mr. Saunders performed work at a property on North Main Street, where gasoline contamination had been detected in 1991. The property had been used by food processing businesses from 1961, and before that by a trolley company and a trucking company.  Following initial response actions by other consultants, Mr. Saunders conducted further site assessment work, beginning in 1997, and oversaw remedial work consisting of excavation and on-site treatment of soil impacted by petroleum from a former tank. In 2001, results from groundwater sampling indicated a separate release of solvents had occurred on the same site. A proposal by Mr. Saunders to treat the groundwater impacted by this release was not approved by MassDEP due to potential, long-term impacts on the leaching field for an on-site septic system. In 2002, Mr. Saunders filed a Response Action Outcome (RAO) closure report with MassDEP stating that no significant risk of harm remained from the contamination at the site, as concentrations of the contaminants had decreased and were continuing to decrease rapidly. MassDEP’s complaint claimed, however, that concentrations of certain contaminants still exceeded applicable groundwater standards at the time the RAO report was filed, and that the statement that a condition of no significant risk had been achieved was, therefore, improper. The complaint further alleged that Mr. Saunders had not collected sufficient data to assess the nature and extent of contamination at the property, and that he had improperly proceeded with remedial work before submitting a plan to MassDEP, as was required.

Before the Board concluded its investigation, Mr. Saunders agreed to enter into a consent agreement to resolve the matter without further investigation or adjudication. The Board did not make formal findings or file disciplinary charges in this case. While Mr. Saunders did not admit to any wrongdoing or professional misconduct, he agreed to surrender his license voluntarily and waived his right to seek an adjudicatory hearing. He also agreed not to reapply for a license for five years.

Robert Luhrs, a co-chair of the Board’s professional conduct committee, stated: “By entering into this agreement, the Board is both protecting the public and the environment, and upholding the Board’s professional conduct standards.”

The Massachusetts Board of Registration of Hazardous Waste Site Cleanup Professionals works to maintain high standards of practice by LSPs. It protects public health, welfare, and the environment by establishing qualifications for licensure, administering a licensing exam, requiring that LSPs obtain continuing education, and investigating complaints against LSPs to ensure compliance with state laws, regulations, and the Board’s own rules of professional conduct. 

Additional information about the Board, a list of LSPs, and other information about the state’s cleanup program for hazardous waste sites can be found at the Board’s Web site at http://www.mass.gov/lsp or by calling the number listed above.
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