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About the Commission and GLAD
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The Massachusetts Commission on
LGBTQ Youth is an independent state
agency founded in 1992 to help make
the Commonwealth a place where all
youth can thrive.

Founded in 1978, GLBTQ Legal
Advocates & Defenders works through
strategic litigation, public policy
advocacy, and education, in New
England and nationally, to create a just
society free of discrimination based on
gender identity and expression, HIV
status, and sexual orientation.
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What Does LGBTQ Mean?

LESBIAN . describes a woman attracted to other women

GAY describes a man attracted to other men

BISEXUAL.: describes a person attracted to two or more genders

TRANSGENDER: describes a person whose gender identity differs from the sex they
were assigned at birth.

QUEER an open-ended term used by some people to describe their sexual orientation, gender
identity, or both; sometimes considered pejorative and thus should be used with
caution by those who do not identify as LGBTQ

QUESTIONING:describeS a person in the process of discovering their sexual orientation
and/or gender identity.



Moving Beyond LGBT(Q

® Some people prefer “LGBTQIA” to include intersex and
asexual individuals

® Others prefer “LGBTQ+”

® Broadly speaking, the LGBTQ community 1is comprised of
people who have a sexual orientation other than
heterosexual, AND/OR a gender 1identity that differs
from their sex assigned at birth or that does not
conform to society’s expectations attached to birth
sex.
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Non-binary
Identities*

Meaning a person identifies as neither, both, or
beyond man or woman, masculine or feminine

ITdentities include:

mGenderqueer, Gender Non-Conforming, Third Gender,
A-Gender, GenderFluid, and many more..

mYouth-focused: Gender expansive, gender creative



Gender Expression vs. Sexual Orientation
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Some of the Numbers
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While we don’t have population-wide data, we
estimate:

e 7.2% of our population is part of the LGBTQ
community, which is about 400,000 people. ?!

* The highest proportion (9.0%) in Hampshire
County.!?

* Those aged 18-24 are the most likely to identify
as part of the community, with 15.5% saying
they are LGBTQ.!?

* Among high school students, 14.2% identified as
LGBQ, while 2.9% identified as transgender.!
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What is intersectionality? ©°!

What intersectionality means to\
me is that you can have a
disability and be Black and
represent both identities and be
able to be yourself. Also that you
can be discriminated with both

Q:Ientities. /

- Zuleny, she/her or they/them
Roxbury, MA
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Why does SOGIE data matter?

Policy making by and large rests on reliable data and empirical inquiries. However, an
overwhelming amount of population surveys omit questions relating to SOGIE data,
resulting in a dearth of understanding of the lived experiences of the LGBTQ
community, their needs, and the policies that would improve their lives.

Collecting SOGIE data also provides a more intersectional lens to the vulnerabilities
faced by marginalized populations and how those vulnerabilities may be
compounded. For example, LGBTQ youth are overrepresented among youth involved
in the juvenile justice system. 85% of justice-involved LGBTQ youth, however, are
youth of color, demonstrating just how disproportionately this population is impacted
by justice-involvement.
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What SOGIE data tell us

While we should expect underreporting to an extent, SOGIE data, when thoroughly
collected, can show us the extent to which LGBTQ youth are overrepresented in

systems.

In the juvenile justice system, for example, SOGIE data collection tells us that:

e LGBTQ youth are twice as likely to enter the justice system than their non-LGBTQ peers

e 39% of justice-involved girls nationwide identify as LGB

e Transgender and gender-nonconforming people are twice as likely to have been incarcerated as
other LGBQ people

e Transgender people of color report a rate of past incarceration 4 times higher than other LGBQ

people
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llustrating the lived experiences of LGBTQ youth

Beyond system-involvement, SOGIE data collection helps illustrate the lived
experiences of LGBTQ youth, and how these experiences lead them to certain
outcomes. This is particularly important with respect to school experiences.

Table 2. Percent of Massachusetts High School Students Who Reported Social Support
from Parents and/or School Staff by LGBTQ Identity, 2015-2017

LGBTQ Non-LGBTQ

(N=705) (N=4473)
Neither parent nor school*** 14.3% 9.1%
Parent only 16.6% 16.5%
School only*** 15.5% 8.5%
Parent and school*** 53.6% 65.9%

***Significant difference at the .001 level
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llustrating the lived experiences of LGBTQ youth

Table 1: Risk Factors Facing LGBTQ Versus Other Students, 2017.

Percent of Students Who Reported Risk ;GBTQ (l':leterosexual - ?elatci;le lgsk
: : tudents isgender or LGBT
Behaviors and Experiences, 2017 b el CHTSGTIS
Bullied at school in the past year 223 12.8 1.7x
Skipped school in past month because felt unsafe [11.5 3.3 3.5x
Been in a physical fight at school in the past year |9.8 5.2 1.9x
Threatened or injured with weapon at school 9.0 4.4 2.1x
Bullied electronically in the last year 20.7 11.9 1.7x
Hurt self on purpose in the last year (e.g., by 35.6 11.2 3.2x
cutting, burning self)
Seriously considered suicide in the past year 31.2 9.9 3.2x
Made a suicide attempt in the past year 16.3 4.1 3.9x
Can talk to parents about "things that are 73.9 81.1 0.9x
important to you"
Any lifetime heroin use 5.2 0.9 5.8x
Had experienced sexual contact against their will |16.3 6.1 2.7x
Homeless 22 0.8 2.8x

All differences between LGBTQ and Heterosexual/Cisgender students are statistically significant, p. <.01.
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Pathways to system-involvement

SOGIE data help illustrate the myriad ways that LGBTQ youth become involved
in the juvenile justice system and help shed light on why they are twice as likely
as non-LGBTQ youth to be system-involved.

Family rejection, the school-to-prison pipeline, and housing instability and
homelessness are key drivers to involvement in the juvenile justice system, with
many of those pipelines feeding into each other. Collecting SOGIE data at each
of these points not only helps illustrate how LGBTQ youth become
system-involved, but the points at which interventions could prevent LGBTQ
youth from becoming system-involved.
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Across Many Disciplines, SOGIE Data Collection Central

CDC, AAP, AMA, and APA: SOGIE data collection 1s
important for understanding and addressing health
disparities of LGBTQ people.

CWLA: SOGIE data i1s necessary to secure the best
outcomes for children and families.

AERA: SOGIE data collection 1is required to ensure
that schools are safe for all students and to allow
every student to reach their maximum potential.
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Data + Policy + Training




Best Practices’




Best Practices - Data Elements™




Best Practices - Data Elements®




Special Gonsiderations

Training i1s key to ensure people understand the
importance of the questions and what they mean
Regular review of data (and mandatory fields) to
ensure questions are getting asked and answered
Confidentiality 1is very dimportant, though LGBTQ
people generally are happy to share this 1info
Need to identify points and manners 1in which it
is most appropriate to ask these questions;
easier with trusted individuals

Answers can change over time, so leave the door
open when possible
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Reporting Considerations




Questions & Contact Information

Contact the Commission at commission@ma-lgbtg.org for
technical assistance or training opportunities.

Find policy recommendations, read our research,
subscribe to our newsletter, submit public comments,
and more on our full website: http://mass.gov/cgly

Contact Attorney Crozier at pcrozier@glad.org or for
ways to contact GLAD Answers: http//www.glad.org/know-your-rights/glad-answers/
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