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Hello,
My name is Maeve Tedone (41 Mechanic St, Windsor, 06095) and I am emailing on behalf of the public hearing on midwife licensure requirements.
It is important for all models of prenatal and birth care to be accessible for women. Women and families should have the choice for what prenatal care and birthing environment best suits their needs.
For our family, we got extraordinary care from our midwife Kristin Brennan at Greater Springfield Midwifery. She works in partnership with a local hospital so I was able to receive necessary lab work and ultrasounds. Beyond that, our care was so personalized and thorough. Each prenatal appointment was an hour long and I had access to her direct line at any time.
She took the time to get to know our family, our needs and desires. This type of personalized care is not found in the medical industry in a hospital setting. Her knowledge is robust and she is professional and we trust her for our care.
We ultimately did have a transfer to the hospital 28 hours into labor because of safety concerns (dehydration, lack of dilation, waters breaking early in labor). The midwifery team was able to make this decision on their own, due to their extensive experience, without government regulations. I was grateful to have their support and expertise throughout the whole journey. I felt so supported from prenatal to postnatal care, even with a hospital transfer.
This model of care gave me support as a first time mom and the postpartum visits were unlike anything from a hospital setting. Kristin, who I developed a relationship with over 9 months, came to my home and cared for me and my family during a vulnerable time, despite the hospital transfer.
I have not had anywhere near this type of care with the hospital OBGYNs or midwives. I am very concerned about losing access to this traditional and trusted practice of midwifery and homebirth. Homebirth is a safe and enriching option that has been a blessing to our family, and one we will continue working with Greater Springfield Midwifery in future pregnancies.
The more regulations that are put on midwives, the less freedom they have to do their jobs well and to provide exceptional care for women in this country. Please reconsider before enforcing arbitrary regulations that will limit the wonderful care midwives are able to provide for women. I truly have never experienced healthcare like working with a midwife like Kristin. I felt so seen and heard and well cared for during a fearful time (your first pregnancy and birth can be overwhelming!). Again, please reconsider enforcing restrictions beyond reasonable education and training requirements for midwives. Families like ours chose this model of care because it is different from the medical industry. By placing these restrictions, it





will model the medical industry and strip women away from the right to choose a different type of care for their bodies and their babies.

