Management Recommendations 
For the purposes of this report management practices with an object code of CH61 are required to be accomplished as a commitment to the Massachusetts Current Use Program.  Practices with object codes of STEW are voluntary and are provided as suggestions of activities that can help you achieve your woodland objectives.
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Management Options & Considerations

If the landowner is interested, a variety of silvicultural treatments could be used to achieve the desired conditions listed above.  The guide, Silviculture with Birds in Mind: Options for Integrating Timber and Songbird Habitat Management was designed to guide foresters and landowners in improving breeding habitat for responsibility species.  One of the following options would be compatible with the landowner’s use of this area, and would provide some guidance and ideas on how to maximize positive benefits for breeding birds and general forest health.  

· Option 1B – Variable-retention thinning

· Option 2B – Small-group and single-tree selection

· Option 3B – Mixed intermediate treatments

Some bird species that might benefit specifically from these treatments include: black-throated green warbler, blue-headed vireo, and white-throated sparrow.
The most appropriate option and timing of implementation is dependent upon pre-existing stand conditions primarily as they relate to acceptable and unacceptable growing stock and stocking levels.  This information should come from a detailed forest inventory conducted by a professional forester.  

Depending on the condition of the stand, these practices may qualify for grant funding.  Talk with your forester about pursuing funding options if you choose to undertake any of these options.

Additional Management Considerations

Minimize harvesting during the breeding season.  Forest birds in New England typically breed from May-August.  The most critical time for birds is from May to mid-July.  If possible refrain all together from harvesting trees during this time.  If it is not possible, consider less intensive silvicultural options such as single-tree selection.  Harvesting during the winter is preferable, and can help protect advanced regeneration and understory growth from damage.

Minimize extent of forest access roads.  These can serve as pathways for nest predation and parasitism.  Additionally, non-native species can come in on roads and establish themselves deep inside forest patches.  If roads must be cut try to keep the width <20’.  As roads are widened habitat quality decreases for ground foragers such as the ovenbird.  Also, leaf litter becomes warmer and drier, decreasing the density of arthropods for birds to forage on.  

