MDDC Meeting Minutes
March 13, 2012
MDDC, 1150 Hancock St., Suite 300

Quincy, MA 02169
Present: Lois Aldrich, Lora Brugnaro, Debbie Pierce, Bethany Brown, Francis Seeley, Henry Milorin, Dianne Glennon, Naomi Goldberg, Hillary Dunn, Jim Gleason, Julie Fitzpatrick, Robert Smith, David Helm, Brianna Bevins, Donald Washington, Kate Bartlett, Lisa Ching, Irving Sacks
Excused: Edward Smith, Kate Ryan, Sabrina Cazeau-Class, Marty Mittnacht, Rosalie Edes, Nancy Amatucci
Absent: Daniel Sandberg, Gail Grossman, Suzanne H. Gottlieb, Caroline vanBruinswaardt, Sandra Osborne, Catharine Grace
Guests: Dan Houghton, Emily Korkaris, Ed Bielecki, Tim Kunzier, Patrick Gleason, Patty Quatieri
Staff:  Faith Behum, Craig Hall, Sandy Houghton, Cathy Jackson, Harold Lieberman, Dan Shannon, Adelia DelTrecco, Liz Fancher, Lee Larriu 

1. Acceptance of the Agenda:  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion to accept:  First: Debbie Pierce
Second: Kate Bartlett
2. Approval of September Meeting Minutes:  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion to approve:  First:  Francis Seeley Second: Kate Bartlett
3. Council updates:  (Julie Fitzpatrick, Chairperson)
Updates:  
Kristin Britton, Public Policy Director for MDDC returns from maternity leave on April 13, 2012.  Ed Morgan, DD Suite programmer, has accepted another job with a different organization and is no longer working for the Council.  We wish him well and are grateful for all he’s done.
Materials in packets include:  Agenda, Meeting Minutes, Acronym List, Membership Directory, Communications Guideline Questionnaire, Self-Advocacy Leadership Series (SALS) Report, Public Policy Update, Council Quarterly Report, Council’s 34th Annual Legislative Reception pamphlet, Article on Tim Kunzier, Article on Prenatal Testing, M.A.S.S. Powerpoint packet,  M.A.S.S. flyer on Education Days at the State House, Council Newsletter, Awareness in Action Training flyer, Rainbow Support Group flyer, MDDC Priority and Support Bills, Council’s Citizen Centric Report, Legislative Reception speech by Tim Kunzier, Arc of Massachusetts summary on Fiscal Year 2013 Governor’s Budget.
The 34thAnnual Legislative reception took place at the State House in Boston on March 7, 2012.  Representative Kay Kahn and Senator Patricia Jehlen received awards from the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council and the Arc of Massachusetts on disability issues for their support.

The Council voted at last quarterly meeting to offer up to $10,000 to support the Crocker Fellowship if needed.  The Shriver Center has offered the additional funds therefore the offer from the Council is not needed. 
Budget Update:  The Council remains level funded for FFY 2012, the third year in a row.

The Disability Law Center is hosting its Annual Gala on Thursday, May 10, 2012, from 6:30-9:00 at the Seaport World Trade Center, Harborview Ballroom, 200 Seaport Boulevard, Boston, MA.  There are a few seats available at no cost to Council members who may be interested in attending.  Council members are asked to sign up if interested.  
The next Council meeting is scheduled to take place in June.  A decision on the location and date for that meeting will be decided in April. A nonbinding vote took place asking Council members whether a Friday or Saturday one day Council meeting would be preferred. Based on a quick survey Friday was the most popular choice.
A suggestion was made to minimize the business portion of our meeting and spend more time on developmental disability related initiatives and activities. Council members were in favor of the idea.
Julie asked Dianne Glennon to provide an overview of Project Prove.  Project Prove is a high school program for students with developmental disabilities in Braintree that prepares them for life after high school.  For a number of years, Dianne Glennon has worked with this project organizing annual reunions.  This year, Project Prove will celebrate their 40th Anniversary.  
4. Membership Committee Report:  (Lora Brugnaro, Vice-Chairperson)
All of our pending appointments have been officially approved.  Henry Milorin and Kate Bartlett are officially on board.  Next month the Membership Committee will be meeting to review applications for two slots open in October 2012, one self-advocate and one parent/family member slot.
5. Public Policy Report:  (Faith Behum, Liz Fancher) 

The Public Policy Team meets quarterly and is open to anyone interested.  Please contact either Faith Behum or Liz Fancher.  A Powerpoint of the Public Policy Report has been included in your packets.  Topics include:  Update on Legislative Priorities, The Autism Commission and the State Budget Update.  Melanie Perkins McLaughlin was awarded the first Allen Crocker Fellowship.  Melanie has a young daughter with Down Syndrome.  Melanie’s fellowship will focus on creating video PSAs on positive stories of people with Down Syndrome.  Melanie was featured in the Time Magazine article on prenatal Down Syndrome testing. (included in Council packets)
April is Autism Awareness month.  April 9, 2012 marks Autism Awareness day at the state House which is a free event open to the public.  Weekly events throughout the state will be posted on the Councils Facebook page.

6. SALS Update:  (Sandy Houghton, Lee Larriu)
A copy of the SALS report was included in Council packets.  Highlights include the following:  Disability Awareness day at Westfield High School, The SALS and Youth in Transition at Bridgewater State University, hiring of the SALS team in Western Mass, update on SALS Metro/ Boston team and the SALS Graduation at Clark University on March 15, 2012.
7.    Citizen Centric Report:  
Council packets include a copy of the 2011 Citizen Centric Report.  This report clearly shares with the public in a four page summary the work we do at the Council.  The Council has again received the AGA award for our Citizen Centric Report.
8.    Massachusetts Advocates Standing Strong (M.A.S.S.) Presentation: 
Powerpoint packets were passed out during the meeting.  The presentation highlighted how the organization was started, how it works and who funds it.  
Projects that M.A.S.S. is in partnership with include: The Rainbow Support Group, The Self-advocacy Leadership Series, Awareness in Action and Project Impact to name a few.
9.    Other Business:
Members were asked to fill out the Communication Guideline Questionnaire before leaving.
10.   Adjournment:
Motion to Approve:  First: Donald Washington    Second:  Kate Bartlett
Time: 8:47 p.m.
_________________________________________________________

Review/ Approved





           Date

Dianne Glennon, Secretary


__________________________________________________________

Daniel M. Shannon, Executive Director
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