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JZl Proc{amation 

Whereas, Over 200,000 chiWren and acfu{ts in :Massachusetts have inte((ectua( and cfevefoymenta( cfisabiaties. 
They ref(ect the rich racia{, ethnic, ancf cuftura( diversity in our Commonwea(tli; ancf 

Whereas, ..'A(( yeoy(e with inte((ectua( and cfevefoymenta( cfisabiaties can ave and work in the community. 
To cfo this, they neecf the right suyyorts ancf services. They are entit(ecf to these suyyorts. With the ri{Jht 

suyyorts, they can work in co1'YI_J)etitive integratecf emy(oyment. With the ri{Jht suyyorts, they can ave on their 
own in the community. With the ri{Jht suyyorts, they can learn afongsicfe tlieir yeers. 

Indivicfuaazecf suyyort resu(ts in ju(( inc(usion; ancf 

Whereas, 'Peoy(e with inte((ectua( and cfevefoymenta( cfisabiaties shou(cf be ab(e to choose wliat they wantfor 
their aves. This is se(f-cfetermination. Se(f-cfetermination i1'YI_J)roves yeoyle 's aves. When yeoy(e choose for 

themselves, it creates more oyyortunities. When yeoyle choose for themselves, they can thrive in rea(jo6s for 
rea( yay. When yeoy(e choose for themse(ves, they get a better ecfucation. When yeoy(e (earn about cfecision

making ancf choice, they are more indeyencfent. When yeoy(e choose for themselves, they can be hea(thier; ancf 

Whereas, :Many community members yrovicfe suyyort ancf care to yeoy(e with inte((ectua( and cfeve(oymenta( 
cfisabiaties. Suyyort can come from f amffy members and friends. Suyyort can come from yrofessionafs and 

other community members. Tliese suyyorts are essentia{; and 

Whereas, We recognize ancf va(ue the i1'YI_J)ortant work that direct care workers cfo each cfay so that yeoy(e 
with inte(lectua( and cfevefoymenta( cfisabiaties can ave fu{ji(ang aves; and 

Whereas, In :Massachusetts, we recognize the i1'YI_J)ortance of safeguarding the human ancf civi( rights of 
everyone in the cfisabiaty community. We invest in services ancf suyyorts that a((ow yeoy(e with inte((ectua( 
and cfevefoymenta( disabiaties to ave ju(( aves. We imagine a future where a(( yeoy(e with inte((ectua( and 

cfevefoymenta( cfisabiaties work, ave, and learn in the community; ancf 

Whereas, In :Marcli, we ce(ebrate Inte((ectua( ancf'Devefoymenta('Disabiaties ..'Awareness :Month. We recognize 
the va(ue of inc(usion. We recognize the imyortance of suyyorts ancf services. We recognize that yeoy(e with 

inte((ectua( and cfevefoymenta( cfisabiaties make the Commonweafth a better, more diverse y(ace to ave, 

Now, Therefore, I, :Maura 'T. Jfea(ey, (jovernor of the Commonwea(th of :Massachusetts, 
cfo hereby yroc(aim :March 2025, to be, 

INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL 

DISABILITIES AWARENESS MONTH 
.Jlncf urge a{{ resicfents of tfie Commonweaftfi to take 

cognizance of tfiis e-vent ancf yarticiyate fitting{y in its oGser-vance. 

(ji-ven at tfie 'Executi-ve Cfiaml3er in '.Boston, tfiis first cfay of Jvlarcfi, in tfie year two tfiousancf ancf twentyfi-ve, 
ancf of tfie Incfeyencfence of tfie Vnitecf States of .Jlmerica, tfie two fiuncfrecf ancf forty-eigfitfi. 

BY HER EXCELLENCY 
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KIMBERLEj DRISCOLL 

LT. GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
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SECRETARY OF THE COMJiONWEALTH 

(jocf Save tlie Commonwea{tli of Jvlassacliusetts 


